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Executive Summary 
 

Castleblayney has a proud and strong tradition of volunteering. There are many community groups 

operating in the town and surrounding area, providing valuable services, activities and facilities, 

however there was no cohesive plan to identify the needs of the local community in a structured way to 

identify potential projects and programmes that could be delivered with the assistance of the community 

and voluntary sector.  

 

This Community Audit was developed with that purpose in mind. It has been prepared by volunteers 

active within the local community. The purpose of the audit is to identify potential opportunities for 

community to feed into the development of Castleblayney, ensuring the needs of the community can 

be met in the most timely and efficient way, and also promoting the community’s voice in the 

development of those projects.  

 

The report is structured as follows; 

- A background to this audit is provided in Chapter 1.  

- An overview of Castleblayney is given in Chapter 2.  

- The Governance and management of the town, as well as a list of the plans, policies 

and programmes already in place for the town are listed in Chapter 3.  

- Funding opportunities that could be used for projects in Castleblayney are identified in 

Chapter 4.  

- Chapter 5 then describes how a community survey was developed and rolled out, 

ensuring the views of the local community would be heard through the audit. A separate 

schools survey was also developed to ensure the voices of young people would be 

heard.  

- The responses to the community and school survey were analysed and have been 

presented in Chapter 6 & 7.  

- The Community Audit concludes with the identification of 12 High Level 

Recommendations, detailed in Chapter 8.  

The 12 High Level recommendations are not a comprehensive list of all works required in 

Castleblayney, nor is it a requirement that all projects are delivered for this community audit to be 

successful. The recommendations are based on the needs identified through the Community Surveys 

and local knowledge. The 12 High Level recommendations will provide a roadmap for voluntary and 

community groups in Castleblayney, assisting them in planning delivery of facilities and activities into 

the future.  

 

The 12 High Level Recommendations are as follows; 

R1; Encourage more people to get involved in Community Groups, Activities and Events 
R2; Do more to engage with and integrate Foreign Nationals into the Community 
R3; Encourage Retail, Hospitality and Commercial Enterprises 
R4; Encourage property owners to bring old buildings back into use to address Dereliction 
R5; Support development of a Local Area Action Plan (LAAP) for lands to the rear of Muckno 
Street. 
R6; Develop landscaping and planting around the town (including Greening the Town Centre) 
R7; Develop proposals for new Recreational & Amenity Facilities 
R8; Develop amenities in Lough Muckno 
R9; Embrace the ‘Ten Minute Town’ Concept to encourage Sustainable & Active Travel 
R10; Encourage Homes & Businesses to embrace climate action initiatives 
R11; Develop long distance walking & cycling trails / Greenways 
R12; Progress the planning and design of Urban Roads in Castleblayney 
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1.0 The background to this Community Audit 
 

Castleblayney has a proud and strong tradition of volunteering. There are many community 

groups operating in the town and surrounding area, providing valuable services, activities and 

facilities, however there was no cohesive plan to identify the needs of the local community in a 

structured way to identify potential projects and programmes that could be delivered with the 

assistance of the community and voluntary sector.  

 
This Community Audit was developed with that purpose in mind. The Community Audit was 

first proposed by Castleblayney Tidy Towns at a Castleblayney Regeneration Meeting in 

February 2021. The proposed audit was to be delivered by volunteers from within the local 

community, ensuring the audit would maintain a community focus.  

 

A committee of volunteers was formed to develop the Community Audit. A major part of the 

audit was the ‘Community Survey’, and the committee wanted as many people as possible who 

live, work or spend time in Castleblayney to participate in the survey. The survey was looking 

for people’s views on a range of issues, including Castleblayney Town, Health & Wellbeing, 

and Lough Muckno.  

 

The purpose of this Community Audit is to provide a framework local groups and voluntary 

organisations can refer to when planning their work and future projects. It provides an insight 

into the wants and needs of the local community and allow local groups to identify opportunities 

for community to feed into the development of Castleblayney, ensuring the needs of the 

community can be met in the most timely and efficient way, and also promoting the community’s 

voice in the development of those projects.  

 

To do this, the community audit considers a number of things; 

- An overview of Castleblayney is provided, including a brief history of the town, key 

demographics, a description of the built environment including facilities and amenities 

and events and activities.    

- The Governance of the town is described to set out how the town is managed and who 

the key decision makers and actors are in developing and providing facilities and 

services around the town. This includes formal governance, such as political 

representation and government organisations/authorities, and informal governance 

such as the community and voluntary groups operating in the town.  

- Plans, policies and programmes already in place and governing the development of 

Castleblayney are described. Again, a top down approach is taken, with national, 

regional and local proposals listed.  

- Existing funding opportunities that are being or could be accessed for projects around 

Castleblayney area listed. This is to provide stakeholders with some insight into how 

potential projects can be practically delivered, as often the community and voluntary 

sector may have limited knowledge of potential funding sources outside of their 

immediate area of involvement.  

- A community survey was then developed and rolled out. The purpose of the community 

survey was to hear directly from local people what their thoughts were about 

Castleblayney and the facilities and services within it. The questions within the survey 

were developed by representatives of local organisations and with involvement from 

stakeholder groups. Two separate surveys were undertaken; a general survey 

targeting adults (458 people participated) and a school survey targeted at secondary 
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school students (57 people participated). The development and delivery of the surveys 

is described in section 5.0 of this report.  

- The responses to the community survey were analysed to identify trends, statistics and 

information that could be used to determine what the wants and needs of the local 

community are. 

- The outcome of all of this work was to make recommendations that can be followed to 

develop and enhance Castleblayney as a town to live in, work in and visit. 12 High 

Level Recommendations have been made as a result of this Community Audit. 

- The 12 High Level recommendations are by no means a comprehensive list of all works 

required in Castleblayney, nor is it a requirement that all projects are delivered for this 

community audit to be considered successful. The capacity of voluntary and community 

groups to deliver on these actions is naturally constrained by volunteers’ time, 

resources and other key priorities of the groups. In some cases plans and projects are 

constrained by external factors, such as funding, statutory processes and ownership of 

the project, however some of these  projects may be expedited, enhanced or improved 

through the involvement and support of community groups at a local level.  

- The 12 High Level recommendations will provide a roadmap for voluntary and 

community groups in Castleblayney, assisting them in planning delivery of facilities and 

activities into the future.  

 

A note about the scope of this audit; This community audit is not exhaustive or all 

encompassing. It does not go into detail about specific topics or deal with acute issues. It deals 

with broad issues that may generally be dealt with by development associations and community 

groups. There may be other services and facilities, particularly acute services and facilities such 

as healthcare or educational services, required within the Castleblayney Community that are 

outside of the scope of this Community Audit, and the fact that these needs are not explored or 

identified within this audit does not diminish their importance or necessity.     
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2.0 Overview of Castleblayney 
Castleblayney Town is located in the east of County Monaghan. The Northern Ireland border 

to Co. Armagh adjoins County Monaghan along the rural hinterland to the east of 

Castleblayney, shown in Figure 1.  

 
Figure 1; Castleblayney in the context of County Monaghan and the wider North-East Region (image 

taken from Google Maps) 

Castleblayney has a rich history dating back centuries. Nestled among the drumlins of County 

Monaghan, the town is adjacent to Lough Muckno, County Monaghan’s largest lake. The town 

centres around the Main Street, which is the central commercial area. Residential and industrial 

developments radiate from the town centre, as shown in Figure 2. 

 

Castleblayney 
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Figure 2; Aerial Photograph of Castleblayney (Taken from Google Earth) 

The N2 Dublin-Derry National Primary Road runs to the east of the town, with the town 

bypassed in 2008. The N53 National Secondary Road directly linking Castleblayney with the 

large town of Dundalk to the west. The 2 national roads provide good connectivity with the 

Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor. The town was once served by the Great Northern Rail 

Network, and although sections of the old rail corridor remain, the lines have long closed and 

road transport is the only means of long-distance transport available.  

 

 

2.1 History of the Town1 
The town of Castleblayney is situated on the northern shore of Lough Muckno. Pre-historic sites 

in the area prove that the district was inhabited from the early times. In the late 7th Century the 

monastery was founded on the northern shore of the lake by St. Maeldoid. 

 

It was not until Edward Blayney was granted the territory of Muckno in 1607 and built a Castle 

that a village began to grow. The growth of the town was very slow and not until the 18th 

Century that the modern town evolved. Andrew Thomas the 11th Lord Blayney was responsible 

for most of the work. The Market House was built at the end of the 18th Century, the Catholic 

Church was opened in 1814, the Church of Ireland in 1808 on the site of an older Church 

extended in 1829 when Lady Blayney presented stain glass windows. The Work House opened 

in 1842 and 81 paupers were admitted. By 1849 as a result of the Famine the numbers had 

reached almost 2000. 

 

The linen trade and the coming of the Great Northern Railway all helped the town prosper and 

grow. Even after the slump in the linen trade the town was still evolving and expanding to the 

way it is today. 

 

The 12th and last Lord Blayney sold his entire estate to the wealthy Henry Thomas Hope in 

1853. Henry Hope improved the castle and beautified grounds. The name Hope still brings 

fame to the town not because of any deed that Henry did in the area but because of the ill-fated 

blue diamond which bears the name Hope Diamond. 

 

The Castle was occupied by the Duke of Connaught son of Queen Victoria from 1900 - 1904. 

The Castle served as a temporary county hospital from 1932 - 1937.  

 

The town of Castleblayney has survived and prospered, despite the hardships of the 

emergency years of the Second World War and the slump in trade and business in the fifties 

when so many of the youth of the town were forced to emigrate. The population of the town has 

reached the 3000 mark and still expanding. 

 

2.2 Location & Size 
The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 describes Castleblayney as;  

‘…. the third largest town in County Monaghan. It is well connected with surrounding towns of 

Monaghan, Carrickmacross, Dundalk and Armagh all of which are located less than 30kms 

from Castleblayney…. its rural hinterland, which extends cross- border into County Armagh…  

Castleblayney provides important local level residential, retailing, social and leisure functions 

for the town and surrounding rural community. The town is now by-passed by the N2 national 

route but remains a strategic town for the County that has significant potential for expansion 

 
1 History has been taken from the Castleblayney Regeneration Website www.Castleblayney.ie 

http://www.castleblayney.ie/
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and growth. The N53 route between Castleblayney and Dundalk provides an essential link to a 

larger economic centre and gives direct access to the M1 Dublin Belfast corridor. Emphasis will 

be placed on maintaining and supporting urban development by way of consolidation of the 

town centre and expansion of services to meet the needs of the locality commensurate with its 

position in the hierarchy. It is important that this growth occurs in a manner that protects and 

enhances the towns natural heritage assets including the promotion of Lough Muckno for 

appropriate and sustainable tourism development…..  

With the improvements in transport links, the town has been identified as having potential to 

develop as a commuter town for the east coast areas north of Dublin and has significant 

potential for expansion and growth. It is situated on the main national primary route from Dublin 

to Derry (N2), and is linked to Dundalk via the national secondary route (N53)’. 

 

For the purposes of this community audit and for analysis of the 2016 CSO census data, 

Castleblayney has been taken as Castleblayney Town Centre, the urban area around it, and 

the wider rural hinterland surrounding it comprising the Electoral Divisions of Castleblayney 

Urban, Castleblayney Rural, Annayalla, Broomfield, Carrickaslane, Church Hill, Cremartin, 

Laragh, Mullyash and 50% of Greagh (the remaining 50% of the Greagh Electoral Division is 

assumed to affiliate to Ballybay more than Castleblayney). Refer to Figure 3.  

 
Figure 3; Electoral Divisions of County Monaghan (Monaghan County Council). Electoral divisions 
highlighted green are considered within this Community Audit to be part of the Castleblayney Area. 
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Castleblayney is within the Municipal District of Carrickmacross-Castleblayney, one of three 

Municipal Districts in Castleblayney, however parts of Castleblayney’s rural hinterland (and the 

population which Castleblayney would be associated with servicing) fall within other Municipal 

Districts, for example the electoral division of Annayalla is within the Monaghan Municipal 

District, and the electoral division of Cremartin is within the Ballybay-Clones Municipal District.    

 

The ‘Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025’ lists Castleblayney’s population in 2016 

as 3,607, however the population of the town is projected to increase, and by 2025 the target 

population is 4,237, a growth of over 17%. Castleblayney, along with the neighbouring town of 

Carrickmacross are identified as ‘Tier 2’ towns due to their ‘existing population base and their 

infrastructural capacity to accommodate reasonable levels of new residential and commercial 

development’. Castleblayney is noted as having the capacity to provide new employment 

opportunities in what are considered strategic locations, that are very accessible across the 

County, but also from the wider surrounding region including the eastern economic Dublin - 

Belfast Corridor. Furthermore, these towns are identified as have the potential to provide 

employment opportunities that build on the existing assets of the towns, which will assist in 

reducing long distance commuting patterns and developing more sustainable communities.  

 

The Northern and Western Regional Assembly, in their ‘Regional Spatial and Economic 

Strategy 2020-2032’ note ‘…the global economic downturn has taken its toll on our rural 

regions, perhaps more so than more urban locations. Although the [Northern and Western] 

region in overall terms has grown its population by almost 180,000 over this past two decades, 

it was Galway that accounted for almost two-fifths of this growth. Furthermore, all eight counties 

have seen their pattern of growth slow during the 2011 to 2016 period, with counties Donegal 

and Mayo experiencing a small decline in population. It remains to be seen if this is a blip or 

the commencement of a trend’. 

 

 

2.3 Demographics & Statistics from the 2016 and 2022 Census 
The Central Statistics Office (CSO) 2016 census data has been used to provide a picture of the 

population and demographics of Castleblayney.  

 

Census data for Castleblayney has been provided based on 3 different levels, as demonstrated 

in Table 1; DEDs included within the analysis of population & demographics for the purposes 

of this Audit report;  

• Castleblayney Urban (Town Centre) – based only on the Castleblayney Urban DED 

census data.  

• Castleblayney Town – This comprises the Castleblayney Urban DED, and the area 

directly surrounding it known as Castleblayney Rural DED.  

• The broader Castleblayney Area & Hinterland, comprising 9 DEDs and 50% of the 

Greagh DED (which bounds Ballybay, so it was considered that only 50% of the DED 

may consider Castleblayney to the ‘their town’. 
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Castleblayney Urban  
(Town Centre) 

Castleblayney Town  Castleblayney & 
Hinterland 

Castleblayney Urban Castleblayney Urban Castleblayney Urban 

 Castleblayney Rural Castleblayney Rural 

 Annayalla 

Broomfield 

Carrickaslane 

Church Hill 

Cremartin 

Laragh 

Mullyash 

Greagh (50%) 
Table 1; DEDs included within the analysis of population & demographics for the purposes of this Audit 

report 

For assessment purposes, population and demographics of the Castleblayney area have also 

been compared to County Monaghan and to that of the whole of Ireland.  

 

 

Population by Age 

An initial assessment considered how the age profile of Castleblayney compares to other areas. 

It can be seen that while Castleblayney and it’s hinterland has a population of children and 

older people comparable with other areas, in Castleblayney Town the proportion of children 

reduces and the proportion of older people increases, while in the Town Centre area there are 

significantly fewer children and significantly more older people than in other areas.  

 

At the time of publication, 2022 census data on age profile is only available at a County level. 

The number of people aged 65 and over continues to grow, which is increasing the average 

age of the population. This age group has increased by 21% to 10,397 in Monaghan, and by 

22% to 776,315 at a national level since 2016. In April 2022 the average age in Monaghan was 

38.7 years, compared with 37.4 years in April 2016. Nationally, the average age of the 

population has increased by a similar amount (38.8 in April 2022, up from 37.4 in April 2016).  

This ageing profile of County Monaghan will have long-term implications for the population and 

while it is a common feature in Ireland and, indeed in most Western countries, it is a matter to 

be addressed rather than changed. 

 

Age dependency is a ratio calculated by comparing the proportion of people both under 15 and 

over 64 years with the working age population, which is defined here as those between 15 and 

64 years of age. Young dependency is a ratio of the number of people aged under 15 compared 

with the working age population. The old dependency ratio compares the number of people 

aged over 64 with the working age population. The total dependency ratio nationally increased 

Population Total 

Population 

Children 

(Under 

18) 

Age 65+ 

Ireland 4.761m 25% 13% 

County Monaghan 61,000 27% 14% 

Castleblayney & Hinterland 14,173 26% 14% 

Castleblayney Town 4,562 24% 15% 

Castleblayney Urban (Town Centre) 883 17% 17% 



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                                    Chapter 2: Overview of Castleblayney  

8 
 

from 52.7 in 2016 to 53.2 in 2022. In Monaghan, the age dependency ratio has increased 

steadily over the past 12 years. In 2011 it was recorded as 53, in 2016 it was 58, and in 2022 

it was recorded as 61 – this is significantly higher than the national average of 53.2. In the 2022 

census, Monaghan has the worst 0-14 age dependency ratio in the country with a figure of 

35.3, compared to a national figure of 30.1. The 65+ age dependency is not as poor, but at 25.6 

it is still in excess of the national average of 23.1. Age dependency, and planning for the caring 

needs for older and younger people should be a consideration in planning for the future.  

 

In the 2022 census, a dramatic decrease can be seen in young people of both sexes between 

the ages of 25 to 34 over the past 6 years in County Monaghan. The population within this age 

cohort has reduced by almost 13%. At this point these young people have typically completed 

their education and are working, yet have fewer family commitments that require them to stay 

locally. Local  knowledge suggests that young people in County Monaghan are not just moving 

to cities or abroad to gain more work or life experience – they are moving abroad to countries 

like Australia and Canada with the intention of settling for the long-term, as they do not see a 

future for themselves in Monaghan or Ireland. The cost of living is too high, and the cost of 

housing means that they are priced out of the market. A continued loss of younger adults from 

Monaghan will continue to increase the age profile, and may result in a higher age dependence 

ration in the future. It is important that Monaghan’s development considers the needs of young 

people and caters for them, ensuring they aspire to return to Monaghan in the future.  

 

Population by Ethnicity / Nationality 

In the 2016 census, over 165 of the 883 people in Castleblayney Urban DED were white but 

not Irish or travellers – from local knowledge a large number of eastern European people are 

known to live in Castleblayney, however Asian or Asian Irish people were also highly 

represented, with over 60 people identified as Asian or Asian Irish in the 2016 census.  

 

The 2016 census provides details of nationality. Both Castleblayney Town, and the Town 

Centre, have a higher proportion of foreign nationals from Poland, Lithuania and other EU 

countries than other areas. From the census data, over 165 of the 883 people in Castleblayney 

Urban DED were from Poland, Lithuania or other EU countries (excluding Ireland & UK), with 

Lithuanians forming a very high proportion of the town centre population (9%, or almost 80 of 

the 883 residents).  

 

Ethnicity White Irish Other 

White 

Asian or 

Asian Irish 

Ireland 82% 10% 2% 

County Monaghan 86% 10% 1% 

Castleblayney & Hinterland 84% 9% 2% 

Castleblayney Town 79% 12% 3% 

Castleblayney Urban (Town Centre) 67% 19% 7% 

Nationality Lithuanian Poland, 

Lithuania & 

Other EU 

Other 

nationalities – 

Rest of World 

Total 

Foreign 

Nationals 

Ireland 1% 7% 3% 10% 

County Monaghan 4% 8% 1% 9% 

Castleblayney & Hinterland 4% 8% 1% 9% 

Castleblayney Town 6% 11% 2% 13% 

Castleblayney Urban (Town 

Centre) 

9% 19% 5% 24% 
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The 2016 census also provides details on how well speakers of foreign languages can speak 

English. In County Monaghan and in the Castleblayney area the proportion of people who could 

speak English very well was lower than the national average. In Castleblayney Town centre, 

this was even lower, with 25% of respondents stating they could not speak English well or could 

not speak it at all – this is 10% higher than the national average.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of publication of this 

report, preliminary data has 

been made available from the 

2022 census. The Summary 

Census results show that 

Monaghan’s population 

increased by 3,902 people to 

65,288 from 2016 - 2022. The 

census was undertaken on the 

3rd April 2022, and does not 

capture the estimated additional 

400+2 Ukrainians currently living 

in the County.  

 

Monaghan’s population growth 

rate for the period 2016-2022 

was 6%, which mirrors the 

growth for the Region, but is 

lower than the growth rate 

across the State (8%). The 6% 

rate of growth over the past 6 

years broadly correlates with a 

projected growth of 1.04% per 

annum forecast in the County 

Development Plan 2019- 2025. 

All District Electoral Divisions 

(DEDs) around Castleblayney 

experienced population growth, 

with the town centre recording 

growth of over 10%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 330+ Ukrainians registered for accommodation, plus an estimated 120 Ukrainians who have sourced their 
own accommodation. June 2023. Source: Monaghan Co Co 

Speakers of foreign language by 

ability to speak English 

Very 

Well 

Well Not 

Well 

Not 

at All 

Not 

Stated 

Ireland 54% 29% 12% 2% 3% 

County Monaghan 38% 33% 21% 4% 3% 

Castleblayney & Hinterland 41% 32% 21% 3% 3% 

Castleblayney Town 40% 33% 21% 3% 3% 

Castleblayney Urban (Town Centre) 31% 35% 28% 3% 2% 
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Health & Wellbeing 

The census asked people about their health. The general health of people in Castleblayney 

was not as good as the population nationally, and the health of those in the town centre was 

substantially less than the general Castleblayney area, County Monaghan or nationally. This 

could reflect the older population profile of those living in the town centre, or it could relate to 

the high proportion of foreign nationals, their ability to speak English, and as a result their 

inability to access healthcare.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Within the Northern Western Regional Assembly ‘Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 

2020 – 2032’, they include some facts around healthcare in the northwest region. It notes 

County Monaghan has the lowest GP coverage per capita in the region.  

 

 
Figure 4'; Life indicators infographic taken form the Northern & Western regional Assembly 'Regional Spatial and 

Economic Strategy 2020-2032’ 

 

Employment Status 

Unemployment appears to have been an issue in Castleblayney Town Centre, with a smaller 

percentage of the population employed (45%), compared to the national average. While it has 

a higher number of retired people (18% compared to the national average of 15%), there were 

16% of people listed as unemployed in the town centre, compared with 10% in the wider 

Castleblayney area, and 7% nationally. In the 2022 census, it was recorded that there was an 

increase of 12% in people at work in County between 2016 and 2022, compared to a 16% 

increase nationally.    

 

Health Very 

Good 

Good Fair Bad Not 

Stated 

Ireland 59% 28% 8% 1% 3% 

County Monaghan 60% 28% 9% 1% 2% 

Castleblayney & Hinterland 57% 28% 10% 2% 3% 

Castleblayney Town 52% 30% 11% 2% 4% 

Castleblayney Urban (Town Centre) 43% 33% 15% 3% 6% 
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Transport Choices 

Based on the 2016 census, Castleblayney’s high reliance on car transport can be seen in the 

commuter transport modes. In the Castleblayney & Hinterlands Area, reliance on private car 

transport (either as a driver or as a passenger) stands at 64%, which is comparable with the 

County Monaghan rate of 63%, but much higher than the national rate of 58%.  

 

Walking to school/work is not a popular/viable choice in the Castleblayney & Hinterland area 

(11%) compared to the national average of 14%, but it does appear as a viable option used by 

some in the Castleblayney Town area (17%) and is widely used in the Castleblayney Town 

Centre area (30%), although there is a noted absence of cycling as a commuter mode 

throughout County Monaghan and Castleblayney (0% in all cases compared to the national 

average of 3%).  

 

Within the schoolgoing population, walking to school/education substantially exceeds the 

national average of 23% in the Castleblayney Town area (28%) and in the Urban Area of the 

Town Centre (54%) – this suggests younger people could be encouraged to develop habits for 

life that would encourage them to be more sustainable in the future. Developing walking and 

cycling infrastructure and promoting sustainable transport could increase the numbers of 

people choosing to walk or cycle for commuter purposes.   

 

Housing & Households 

A high proportion of the housing stock in Castleblayney is quite old. 37% of the properties were 

listed as 50+ years old, compared to the national average of 27%. This may present 

opportunities for the modernisation of properties to prevent a decline of the building fabric in 

Castleblayney, and to reduce the risk of further dereliction.  

 

During the celtic tiger period of the early 2000s, it can be seen that there was comparatively 

less new houses built in Castleblayney Town Centre (16%) compared to the Castleblayney 

Area & Hinterlands (28%), County Monaghan (27%) or the national average (25%).  

 

There was a high proportion of 2 person households in Castleblayney Town Centre (55%) in 

the 2016 census, compared to the national average of 40%. This was mirrored in the family 

status of residents, with 14% of the Castleblayney Town centre residents categorising 

themselves in the ‘Pre-family’ status, compared with the national average of 9%. Perhaps the 

reason is down to the type of housing available - just 68% of housing stock in the town centre 

is a house or bungalow, compared with 86% nationally. 30% of town centre households reside 

in a flat or apartment, compared with 12% nationally, or 4% in County Monaghan.  

 

The census provides information on central heating in private residences. Castleblayney does 

not have a natural gas pipeline, and the higher reliance on oil central heating can be seen, with 

81% of the Castleblayney & Hinterland using oil compared to the national average of 40%. In 

the town centre, there is a notable difference, as 19% of residences use electricity for heating, 

compared to the Castleblayney & Hinterlands rate of 6% or the national average of 9%. This 

may present opportunities for energy efficiency measures implemented at a local level.  

 

Disadvantage and Social Inclusion  

The creation of strong inclusive communities is essential to making Castleblayney and wider 

County Monaghan an attractive place to live, work and spend time in. The Pobal HP Deprivation 

index is Ireland’s most widely used social gradient metric, which scores each small area (50 – 

200 households) in terms of affluence or disadvantage. The index uses information from 

Ireland’s census, such as employment, age profile and educational attainment, to calculate this 
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score. These pieces of information collected are thought to be ‘reliable indicators’ of poverty/ 

disadvantage, and combines them, then averages them out. The index is used by various state 

agencies and government departments to target resources towards disadvantaged areas. 

 

Every Small Area and District Electoral Division is given a Relative Score, which is either below 

or above a national average of 0, and will either have a – or + score. Interactive maps, available  

On maps.pobal.ie, are coloured accordingly. Areas coloured green and blue are on the affluent 

side of Zero. Areas coloured yellow are disadvantaged; pale yellow are marginally below 

average, with deep yellow/ orange being very disadvantaged. In the 2016 Deprivation Index: 

• County Monaghan had a deprivation index score of -3.23, which classifies the County as a 

whole as being “Marginally below Average”. The deprivation score decreased from -3.97 to -

3.23 between 2011-2016. 

• At DED level, Castleblayney Town Centre has the lowest deprivation index level in the area, 

with a rating of -11.7 (Disadvantaged). Most of the surrounding DEDs had a deprivation rating 

between -1 and -10 (Marginally below average). The only DED with a positive rating was 

Carrickaslane, which has a deprivation index of +1.57 (Marginally above average).  

 

• Pobal also provide data at a ‘Small Area’ level, which provides more detail about pockets or 

areas of disadvantage. It shows the area around Muckno Street/Bog Road and parts of 

Drumillard to the northeast of the town as the most disadvantaged area, with a rating of -21.67 

(Very disadvantaged). An area to the west of Main Street (Radharc on Bhri) closely follows this, 

with a deprivation index rating of -18.48 (Disadvantaged). Bree has a rating of -16.52, 

Moraghy/Killycard/Tullyskerry -14.04, and the Ard na Lurgan area -13.56.  

 

• One of the challenges for communities in deprived areas is that often they do not have the 

motivation, resources or capacity to apply for funding or undertake projects to meet the needs 

of their local community. As a community, developing facilities within the Castleblayney area 

that can meet the needs of marginalised or deprived communities could be prioritised.  
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2.4 Built Environment, Facilities and Amenities 

 

Built Environment 

Castleblayney is a rural market and estate town situated equidistant from Belfast and Dublin. 

The border has had a strong influence on the town and Brexit now presents an unprecedented 

level of uncertainty.  

 

The town centre has a largely intact historic urban form with terraced buildings on narrow plots, 

with shared laneways accessing rear outhouses and gardens from the main street. Vacancy in 

the historic town centre is an issue. The Central Statistics Office showed a town vacancy rate 

at 16.6% and urban vacancy rate at 23.6% in 2016. The derelict status and state of repair of 

some of the most high profile historic buildings in the town is an issue, however there are 

proposals to address this which detailed throughout this plan.   

 

While the town was bypassed by the N2 Dublin-Derry National Primary Road in 2007, there are 

significant traffic volumes in the town centre. The Regional Road R181, providing an arterial 

route between the west of the county and northern Ireland, travels along main street, and there 

are high numbers of commercial and heavy goods vehicles passing through the town. Although 

a number of urban relief roads have been proposed around Castleblayney, none of these 

proposed roads are currently advancing through the planning and design process. Making 

provision and prioritising walking and cycling through the town centre is challenging while 

existing traffic volumes need to be catered for.   

 

Large scale residential developments are predominantly located on the west side of town, and 

there are a number of commercial/industrial estates on the outskirts of the town.  

 

Hope Castle and Lake Muckno public park are accessed directly from the town centre.  

 

Heritage 

With Castleblayney’s rich history and association with the planted estate at Lough Muckno, 

there are a wide variety of heritage buildings in both private and public use. Some of the most 

important buildings, such as the Hope Castle, Annex and Market House, are derelict, however 

there are a verity of plans to address this which are detailed in other sections of this report. The 

Monaghan County Development Plan provides a detailed listing of key heritage buildings, 

including; 

- Hope Castle, the Annex (Stable Block), Gates & Gate Lodges and Temple  

- The Market House  

- Saint Maeldoids Church of Ireland & Caretakers Residence 

- Saint Mary’s Church  

- First Presbyterian Church, Lakeview  

- Market Square 

- The Hope Arms Hotel  

- Convent of Mercy  

- The Almshouses  

- Church Street Cottages  

- The Seven Houses (Keady Road)  

- Buildings along Main Street, including the Bank of Ireland and the building adjoining it, 

former Town Council offices, post office, The Rounded Corner at Market Square, 

McGuigan’s Boutique and Mallon’s Solicitors. 
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Parks & Leisure 

Lough Muckno: The special character and serenity of Lough Muckno derives from its 

combination of tranquil lakes, drumlin topography, wooded parkland and integral location within 

Castleblayney. The park includes the Black Island Forest and Concra Wood is an ideal 

environment suitable for picnics and walks. In addition to its huge fishing appeal, Lough Muckno 

is sufficiently large to facilitate a range of water sports including windsurfing, sailing, boating 

and canoeing. Lough Muckno is a designated Areas of Primary Amenity and is also a proposed 

Natural Heritage Area. It is an invaluable natural resource that has helped shape the 

development of Castleblayney and should be afforded the highest degree of protection. 

Significant investment has been made by Monaghan County Council to developing walks and 

facilities in the park over the past number of years 

 

Mindszenty Park, accessed from the Keady Road, provides a small playing pitch and fishing 

and picnic facilities overlooking Lough Muckno. Carparking and a number of paths and trails 

have been developed around the park – these could be further developed to enhance the 

amenities available.  

 

GR8 Entertainment is a commercial venture offering indoor soft play, crazy golf and bowling. It 

caters for parties and events.  

 

Castleblayney Outdoor Adventure Centre, based in Lough Muckno Park, is a commercial 

operator providing water and land based adventure activities for group and individuals.  

 

Public Open Space – There are some very significant areas of public open space located in 

residential developments around the Town, and despite the amount of land available, their 

proximity to the local population and their potential to provide recreational amenities to local 

people, the Monaghan County Development Plan notes ‘With the exception of Lough Muckno 

there are few areas within the centre of Castleblayney of key open space value’. These areas 

are typically managed in a piecemeal way – typically residential groups avail of small 

environmental grants from Monaghan County Council to provide planting or undertake grass 

cutting. While these spaces are located within housing estates, they are publicly accessible and 

are generally interconnected and accessible through existing pathways. As well as recreational 

opportunities, they may also provide opportunities for environmental enhancement and active 

travel that could contribute to and add to the benefit and use of these public lands. An initial 

review of the space available indicates over 5 acres of land could potentially be available within 

residential areas on the west side of the town subject to agreement from the local communities 

(Knocktornagh 4,000m2, Rosevale 4,000m2, Bree 4,000m2, Thorndale 5,000m2, Coil Darach 

5,000m2. All areas are approximate) – See Figure 5. Subject to planning and consultation with 

local residents, these areas could be considered for structured area-wide amenity 

enhancement projects.  
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Figure 5; Public Open Space within housing estates on the west side of Castleblayney that could benefit 

from a holistic and planned approach to amenity enhancement. 

 

Play Facilities 

‘Wilbur’s Enchanted Garden’ - Located within the grounds of Lough Muckno, this playground 

was opened in 2013 with the support of cross-border funding and consists of an extensive 

playground facility consisting of equipment for a range of ages including a zip line, climbing 

frame, playhouse, slides, swings and picnic facilities at the park. Schoolchildren were involved 

in the design of the playground, and it is maintained to a high standard. Further ancillary 

facilities have been developed in recent years with the addition of a car park and public toilet 

facilities. These facilities have enhanced the recreational and tourist resource of Lough Muckno. 

 

Bree – A publicly accessible Multi Use Games Area (a surfaced area for basketball, football, 

tennis etc), grass area with goal facilities are available in the public space of a housing estate 

at Bree.  

 

Drumillard Park – A playground facility is provided in Drumillard. It is an objective of the 

Monaghan County Development Plan 2019 – 2025 to ‘Develop a townpark at Drumillard within 

the lifetime of this plan subject to the availability of resources’. 

 

Coill Darach – A small number of pieces of playing equipment are available in the public open 

space of the Coill Darach housing estate.  
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Community Facilities 

The Íontas Arts & Community Resource Centre is a modern, purpose built facility which offers 

space to host a whole range of courses which benefit the individual both personally and socially. 

This centre incorporates a theatre, crèche and additional community rooms/meeting spaces.  

 

The library was located at Iontas, however Gate Lodge No. 2 at the entrance to the Lough 

Muckno estate is currently being developed as a new, purpose built facility. It is due to open in 

late 2023, and will provide a state of the art library, exhibition and event space.    

 

The Scout Hall is a community facility located in the town centre. It is run by Castleblayney 

Enterprise Centre and can be booked by groups and individuals for activities and events.      

 

Gate Lodge No. 1, located at the entrance to Lough Muckno, was restored in 2017 and is 

available as a community space for meetings and events.  

 

Monaghan County Council is working to develop redevelop the Market House – a prominent 

building located at the east end of the main street, which has lain derelict for decades. Following 

a community consultation, proposals for the redeveloped building include a community 

exhibition space, market space, performance space, retail and commercial space and 

healthcare services space The Council has commissioned Architects to prepare design 

proposals for the refurbishment of the Market House and public realm enhancements to Market 

Square.  

 
A community space was planned for Drumillard. Castleblayney Care, which is located to the 

rear of the Drumillard Housing estate, has been trying to deliver on that plan, and has planning 

in place (ref 18/320) for a 2 unit sheltered accommodation development with attached small 

community facility.  Planning expires in 2023.  This project is both a community resource and a 

disability project, and consideration should be given to supporting opetions for the delivery of a 

project such as this.  

 

Sports facilities 

Concra Wood Golf & Country Club: A championship 18-hole golf course was opened in 2008 

on the shores of the Lough at Concra Wood. Concra Wood Golf and Country Club was designed 

by Christy O’Connor Junior and Christy O’Connor Senior. The 18-hole, 72 par championship 

Golf Course commands stunning views over Lough Muckno. The course is complemented by 

a Clubhouse, Pro-Shop and the View Restaurant. 

 

The hub of Gaelic games is St. Mary’s Park, Dublin Road home, of the Faugh’s Club. The GAA 

club expanded and modernised its facilities to include a covered spectator stand that seats 

2,080 spectators and an uncovered seating for 5,000. A 2nd pitch has recently opened, and 

there is a walking track around the pitch for community use. The hurling club also uses a pitch 

out the N53 Dundalk Road.  

 

Black Hill GAA club and grounds is located on the outskirts of the town on the Shercock Road. 

The pitch has a walking track for community use.   

 

Castleblayney Convent has a number of all-weather astro-turf pitches that are available for hire 

by sports groups. These are extensively used for training and games during the winter months. 

It is also the home of Castleblayney Academy Football Club.  

 

Blayney Rovers Football Club has a soccer pitch facility at Drumillard, Castleblayney.  
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Angling at Lough Muckno and surrounding lakes; Castleblaney is located on the shores of the 

magnificent Lough Muckno. There are also a number of smaller lakes in the area including the 

Gas Lake, Smith’s Lake, Malone’s Lake and Killygola that provide the angler with a variety of 

quality angling venues. Significant investment has been made is developing access and fishing 

stands around Lough Muckno to cater for competitions and festivals.  

 

Castleblayney College has an indoor gym available to rent by sports groups and organisations. 

During the winter months it is used for indoor sports training, gymnastics and other activities.  

 

Glencarn Swimming Pool – Located in the Glencarn Hotel, the swimming pool offers private 

membership to individuals and families, and provides swimming lessons.  

 

Private Gyms – A number of private, commercially operated gyms are located within and 

around Castleblayney.  

 

 

Tourist Accommodation 

The Glencarn Hotel and Leisure Centre is the largest provider of tourist accommodation in the 

town. This thirty-bedroom hotel contains an indoor swimming pool and performs a valuable 

social and entertainment function in the town. Further visitor accommodation is provided by a 

number of bed and breakfast/guesthouse establishments in and around Castleblayney. In 

August 2023 there are 10 accommodations listed on AirBnB near Castleblayney town centre. 

 

 

Healthcare 

The HSE’s Castleblayney Primary Care Team delivers primary health care, including personal 

health and social care to older people, people with acute and chronic illnesses and those with 

disabilities who are medical care holders, clinical nurse services, occupation therapy, 

physiotherapy and a range of other services to people living in Castleblayney and surrounding 

areas. The team is based in Beech Corner, Castleblayney, and the Health Centre, Thomas 

Street, Castleblayney.  

 

The TUSLA Child Wellbeing Centre is located in Bree, and provides services for children ag 6 

– 16 years old to address school attendance and educational welfare issues. For older children, 

Youth Work Ireland also operates from the facility, providing older children an opportunity to 

contribute to and participate in social education, artistic and recreational activities. 

The facility also offers a venue for other health and wellbeing support groups to provide 

services, such as Pieta House, the Monaghan branch of Down Syndrome Monaghan etc.   

 

St. Mary’s Hospital is a HSE run Residential Care Home for older people.  

 

A number of private GP facilities are located in the town. Out of hours a Doctor on Call service 

is provided. One of the four NorthEast Doctor on Call treatment facilities for the region is located 

in Bree, Castleblayney.  

 

  



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                                    Chapter 2: Overview of Castleblayney  

18 
 

2.5 Festivals, Events & Occasions 
Lough Muckno is home to a number of annual festivals and events including Muckno Mania & 

Castleblayney Show. It also hosts fishing competitions. These events bring visitors to the town 

as well as an economic benefit and will continue to be supported and promoted in the future. 

Each week ‘Park Run’ operates on a Saturday morning around the Black Island at Lough 

Muckno.  

 

The Iontas Centre provides an important space for the promotion of arts and cultural events in 

the town, including an annual Castleblayney Drama Festival and scheduled performances and 

plays.  

 

In August each year the Castleblayney Show Society runs The Castleblayney Show. The show 

attracts a large crowd from the local, national and even international areas. Agriculture is the 

show’s main focus but this has broadened over the past years to include Side Shows, Trade 

Stands, The All Ireland Baking Championship, an artisan Food Hall showcasing local produce 

at its very best, much more. 

 

The Muckno Mania festival has been running since 1999 and has been growing is size each 

year. Each year a different theme is chosen, and events and activities are run over an extended 

weekend, providing entertainment and activities for the local community and attracting visitors 

to the town.   

 

A vintage fair day also taken place on the Main Street every September in recent years – it 

celebrates the traditions of the past.   

 

Castleblayney is known for its country music heritage. The Castleblayney Music and Country 

Festival takes place I the grounds of St. Mary’s Park GAA grounds. ‘Back to Castleblayney’ in 

another annual Country Music event organised by the Town regeneration Team and Big Tom 

Memorial Committee.  
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3.0 Governance, Plans & Policies relating to Castleblayney 
This chapter consider the organisations and groups involved in managing and developing 

Castleblayney, and how planning and development of the town is planned.  

 

 

3.1 Formal Governance  
Formal governance in Castleblayney happens at 3 distinct levels; 

 

National Level;  

Ireland is a constitutional republic, which means that the fundamental rules that determine how 

the State behaves, how laws are made, and how power should be used are set out in a written 

constitution. It also means that the people of Ireland elect who they want to represent them, 

govern them, and make laws on their behalf.  

Castleblayney is within the Cavan-Monaghan Dáil Constituency. Currently 5 TDs are elected 

from this constituency to represent the area in the Dáil. Locally elected representatives also sit 

in the Seanad.  

 

Regional Level; 

Regional assemblies make decisions about strategic planning, EU funding and they help co-

ordinate the work of local authorities. Strategic planning means planning the direction or goals 

for the region, and making decisions on how to use funding and resources. Regional 

assemblies make it easier for local authorities to work together to benefit the region. Ireland 

has 3 regional assemblies. Each assembly has members who are elected by the local 

authorities in the region. Castleblayney is within the Northern and Western Region, which has 

three inter-related functional areas to best develop the region;  

- BETTER PLACES – policy making, monitoring / oversight and promoting enhanced 

co-ordination in our Region through the implementation of our Regional Spatial and 

Economic Strategy 

- COMPETITIVENESS – optimise EU policy and funding instruments for regional / 

local development priorities 

- COLLABORATION – engage with innovative research partnerships and regional 

based networks to accelerate priorities identified in the Regional Spatial and 

Economic Strategies 

 

 

County & Local Level 

Monaghan County Council is the local authority responsible for a range of local services, 

including Housing, Roads, Recreation and amenities, Planning, Libraries, Environmental 

protection, Fire services and managing the Register of electors. The day-to-day management 

of a local authority is carried out by the executive, i.e. the staff of the County Council led by the 

chief executive. The County Council has ‘Members’ or 'Councillors'. Councillors are directly 

elected in local elections. Councillors make decisions at council meetings by passing 

‘resolutions’. Resolutions are passed by councillors and are known as reserved functions of the 

local authority. Resolutions can include decisions about annual budgets, housing policy and 

environmental protection policies.  

 

Voters elect councillors to represent them at County level. 18 County Councillors are elected 

to represent the people of County Monaghan. Monaghan County Council typically meets 

monthly and discusses matters affecting the county.  

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/elections_and_referenda/local_elections/local_elections.en.html
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Four Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) exist – elected councillors, representatives of 

business, farming interests, environmental/conservation groups, trade unions and community 

and voluntary members. It is the task of the Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs), as committees 

of the council, to advise and assist the council in the formulation, development and review of 

policy. They have no remit in relation to routine operational matters regarding the delivery of 

services. The SPC system is intended to give councillors and relevant sectoral interests an 

opportunity for full involvement in the policy making process from the early stages. In 

Monaghan, 12 members sit on each SPC. The four SPCs are; 

- Social, Housing and Cultural 

- Economic Development and Enterprise Support 

- Climate Change & Environment 

- Transport & Community 

 

At a more local level, Monaghan County is comprised of 3 Municipal Districts (shown in Figure 

3. Castleblayney is within the Municipal District of Carrickmacross-Castleblayney.  The 

Municipal Districts are designed to enhance local democratic governance, subsidiarity and 

accountability while also improving operational efficiency and value for money. 6 of the County 

Councillors sit on the Municipal District of Carrickmacross-Castleblayney, and meetings are 

typically held monthly. 

 

For many projects, plans or proposals, Monaghan County Council will consult the public, either 

through statutory processes (eg Part 8 Planning Applications, bye laws etc), or through informal 

non-statutory processes. This allows the public to participate in the decision making process. 

Very often, for matters of local importance or impact on Castleblayney, community & voluntary 

groups may engage in these public consultations, sometimes through stakeholder engagement 

sessions organised through Monaghan County Council’s Public Participation Network (PPN), 

or by submitting feedback on behalf of their organisation.   

 

International Level - North South Ministerial Council 

In addition to the previous three layers of governance, the North South Ministerial Council 

(NSMC) was established under the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement (1998), to develop 

consultation, co-operation and action within the island of Ireland. The North South Ministerial 

Council is supported by a standing Joint Secretariat which is based in Armagh. The Secretariat 

is staffed by personnel from the Irish Civil Service and the Northern Ireland Civil Service. The 

NSMC meets in a number of formats to address matters relating to 12 different headings. It 

meets in Plenary format, with the Northern Ireland Executive delegation led by the First Minister 

and deputy First Minister and the Irish Government delegation led by the Taoiseach. It also 

meets in sectoral forma and in institutional formats. Given Castleblayney and County 

Monaghan’s border location, the NSMC performs a highly important function to ensure co-

operation and action across the Northern Ireland border.  

 

 

3.2 Community & Voluntary Groups & Organisations in Castleblayney 
Castleblayney in known for its strong traditional of volunteering and community involvement. 

As part of the process of developing this Community Audit, the committee reached out to as 

many community groups as possible in 2021. 63 different groups and organisations with 

community/voluntary or social roles responded – a full list of these organisations is provided in 

Table 12.  
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Groups and Organisations who responded to the Community Audit Committee’s 

stakeholder engagement 

Castleblayney Community Enterprise 

Castleblayney Whist Club 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Muckno Cycling Club 

Castleblayney vintage club 

Community  Games  

Muckno Matches and Festivals Group under  

                       the auspices of the IADA 

Castleblayney Community First Responders  

Blayney Sluagh Army Veterans  

Muckno Community Partnership  

Blackhill Emeralds GAA 

Blayney Bookworms Bookclub  

First Castleblayney Presbyterian Church 

Castleblayney Cancer Society 

Born 2 Perform stage school 

Monaghan Sub Aqua Club 

Blackhill Resident's Group 

Polish Community in County Monaghan 

Castleblayney scout group  

Blayney Academy Football Club 

The Willows Residents Association  

Castleblayney Camogie Club 

Park Run 

Monaghan Special Olympics 

Bramley Crescent Residents Association 

Muckno Parish Churches 

Castleblayney Players 

CRANOG Resource Centre 

Castleblayney Drama Festival 

Blayney Ramblers 

Muckno Heritage Society 

Castleblayney Hurling Club 

Blayney Blades Women's Group 

Monaghan Comhairle na nOg (Youth Work  

                            Ireland Cavan Monaghan)  

Knockturnagh Residents 

St Maeldoids Church of Ireland 

Castleblayney Tourism 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Castleblayney Musical Society 

Castleblayney Tidy Towns 

Operation Transfaughsmation 

Castleblayney Agricultural Show 

Blayney Rockets Athletic Club 

CB Regeneration Committee - Traders Group 

Castleblayney angling club 

Castleblayney gun club 

Castleblayney Community Gardens 

Muckno Mania 

Iona House 

Castleblayney College ASD  

Castleblayney Youthreach 

Muckno Triathlon Club  

Castleblayney Social Services 

Lake View residence group 

Concra Wood Golf Club 

The Willows Residents Association  

Blayney Rovers Football Club 

Castleblayney Sustainable Energy Group 

Transition Monaghan 

Blaeberry Walk Residents 

Old Coach Manor residents group. 

Castleblayney Faughs GFC 

The Lord Blayney Trust Housing association 

 

Table 2; List of Castleblayney Groups/Organisations who responded to the Community Audit Team (in 
no particular order) 

A rough categorisation of these local groups showed; 

- 15 groups/organisations are involved in sports, such as GAA, soccer, fishing and 

athletics.  

- 11 groups/organisations relate to activities, including drama, leisure pursuits and 

festivals.  

- 11 groups/organisations provide facilities or services around healthcare or people with 

additional care or support requirements.   

- 8 groups/organisations represent residential areas.  

- 4 groups/organisations have a defined interest in the environment.  

- 4 groups/organisations are involved in the economic development of the area.  

- 3 groups/organisations were involved in history & heritage.  

- 3 groups/organisations offered social/leisure activities locally.  

- 3 groups/organisations had a religious focus.  

- 1 group specialised in working with younger people.  



Castleblayney Community Audit                         Chapter 3: Governance, Plans & Policies relating to Castleblayney  

22 
 

While many of the groups operate relatively informally, there are a number of key groups 

operating in Castleblayney that have a broader remit and work toward the broader development 

of the town and area;  

 

 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Castleblayney regeneration Committee 

was established with a view to creating a 

forum for the voice of Castleblayney’s 

business and community sector so that 

opinions and suggestions on the town’s 

economic growth and developed could be 

explored and heard. The underlying motive for such a forum was that Castleblayney, 

like every other rural town in Ireland, needs to take action itself, if it is to develop and 

flourish. 

Meetings were held locally & from this the Regeneration Committee was formed. It 

comprises local business people, representatives from other larger local groups such 

as the Enterprise Centre, Castleblayney Tidy Towns, Muckno Community Partnership 

and Castleblayney Faughs GFC, and representatives from Monaghan County Council 

including Mr. Paul Clifford, Director of Services.  

The Regeneration Committee provides a forum to discuss matters affecting the area, 

allows organisations to provide updates on plans and projects, and provides 

opportunities for collaboration between groups. Suggestions from the group include 

marketing and social media training for local businesses, signage, links with the tourism 

groups to develop tourism in the area and strengthening links with the historic groups 

in the town to develop a cohesive plan to drive business in the town and to create and 

sustain employment locally. This group works closely with Castleblayney Enterprise 

Centre who are already driving business initiatives in the town and whose webpage 

www.castleblayney.ie has been set up as a one stop shop for business and community 

around Castleblayney. 

 

 

Castleblayney Community Enterprise CLG  

Established in 1987, Castleblayney Community Enterprise 

CLG is a community group who’s primary aim to actively 

engage in community development activities whereby the 

economic, social, cultural and educational well-being of the 

Community is enhanced. The group are governed by a 

voluntary Board of Directors. The first Enterprise Centre 

building was opened on the Dublin Road in 1987, and the 

group has developed a new centre called ‘The Ridge‘ on the 

McGrath Road, which opened in May 2023. 

The Enterprise Centre provides workspaces and offices for new and expanding 

enterprises and businesses start-ups. Other services in the Centre which form part of 

the groups own income generating activities include the hire of the computer suite and 

meeting rooms, a costume and fancy dress hire business and a secretarial service. 

In addition to this the Centre also provides training for local SME’s, private individuals 

and those distant from the labour market. Further educational training is provided to 

young people through various art related workshops and environmental and cultural 

diversity Programmes.  
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Castleblayney Community Enterprise Ltd has expanded its remit over the years, taking 

over the day to day management of the former Scouts Hall building which became 

vacant.  The hall is now used as a community facility and is extensively used by a 

variety of local voluntary and community groups. The group also stage of the towns 

annual Muckno Mania summer festival each July. 

The group also engage with other organisations and bodies at a local, regional and 

national level to deliver other programmes and activities which complement their aims 

and objectives. 

 

 

Castleblayney Tidy Towns 

Castleblayney Tidy Towns Committee is committed to improving 

the local environment by working with the local authority, local 

businesses, local residents groups, local schools and interested 

individuals so as to create a clean and safe place to live and work 

for future generations. 

The Tidy Towns group has three primary goals;  

1. To assist with continuous environmental improvements to 

the town and its environs, which will benefit the social, 

economic and environmental well being of the community. 

2. To develop strong partnerships with all stakeholders within the community so 

as to improve environmental quality.  

3. To use every opportunity to foster awareness of the need to protect our 

environment and to promote anti-litter & recycling. 

The Tidy Towns group works collaboratively with other local organisations to enhance 

the environment of the Town centre, the wider Castleblayney area and Lough Muckno. 

It receives strong support from and is complemented by local residents groups, who 

maintain and care for their own local areas.   

The committee currently has over 20 members, and regular litterpicks and events are 

organised. Any individual or group are welcome to join the tidy towns committee as a 

member. 

 

 

Muckno Community Partnership 

Established in 2016, Muckno Community Partnership 

is a formally established company limited by 

guarantee. It has a constitution and a Board of 

Directors, comprising 5 local people. A larger 

committee supports the Board.  

The partnership’s objectives include; 

- protecting, promoting, educating and stimulating 

public interest in all aspects of the heritage of the 

Blayney/Hope Castle Demesne for the benefit of the Park; 

- engaging in any business that may directly or indirectly enhance the value of the 

Demesne or Park;  

- to own, lease and manage lands and property within the estate.  
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3.3 Plans and Policies applicable to Castleblayney 
This section outlines the national, regional, county and local policies and plans in place thought 

to be most relevant to Castleblayney and this Community Audit. It is not an exhaustive list of 

County level plans and policies, and in some cases they may be out of date and updated 

versions may be released in the coming months and years. This section aims to identify how 

projects and programmes are planned and documented to give the local community more 

insight into how decisions are made and what should be considered when developing 

proposals.  

 

 

3.3.1 National Plans & Policies; 

The Government of Ireland published Project Ireland 2040 in 

2018. This is the government’s long-term overarching strategy to 

make Ireland a better country for all and to build a more resilient 

and sustainable future. The strategy ensures the alignment of 

investment plans with the stated National Strategic Objectives for 

2040 in a considered, cohesive and defined manner.  

Project Ireland 2040 encompasses the National Planning 

Framework (NPF) and the National Development Plan (NDP) 

2018-2027 (Updated in 2022 as the National Development Plan 

2021-2030).  

 

The National Planning Framework  

The National Planning Framework aims to achieve a 

broad range of national strategic outcomes, including; 

- compact growth,  

- enhanced regional accessibility,  

- strengthened rural economies and communities, 

- sustainable mobility,  

- a strong economy supported by enterprise, 

innovation and skills,  

- high quality international connectivity,  

- enhanced amenities and heritage,  

- transition to a low carbon and climate resilient 

society,  

- sustainable management of water, waste and 

other environmental resources, 

- access to quality childcare, education and health 

services.  

 

The NPF sets population and employment growth targets for each region. Castleblayney 

and County Monaghan sits within the Northern and Western region. An additional 160,000 

– 180,000 people are targeted to increase the population of the Northern and Western 

region to just over 1 million. An additional 115,000 people are expected in employment in 

the region, bringing the total workforce in the Northern and Western region to 450,000.  

In relation to Cavan/Monaghan, the NPF states ‘The key driver for this regional area is the 

Dublin-Belfast cross-border network, the influence of which, as well as that of the Dublin 

Metropolitan area, extends into Cavan and Monaghan. Addressing economic resilience 

and connectivity will be strategic priorities for this area. The maintenance of seamless 

cross-border movement for people, goods and services, together with improvements in 

digital and physical infrastructure will create new opportunities to leverage employment 
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and for sustainable population growth, focused on the county towns. Enhanced 

connectivity would result in this area being strategically located almost equidistant between 

the Dublin, Belfast and Derry City regions in terms of time, as well as distance.’  

Some of the specific actions and objectives within the NPF most relevant in the context of 

Castleblayney include; 

• reversing town/village and rural population declines by encouraging new roles and 

functions for buildings, streets and sites.  

• Targeting a greater proportion (40%) of future housing development to be within and 

close to the existing ‘footprint’ of built-up areas.  

• Making better use of under-utilised land and buildings, including ‘infill’, ‘brownfield’ and 

publicly owned sites and vacant and under-occupied buildings, with higher housing 

and jobs densities, better serviced by existing facilities and public transport. 

• Putting in place planning and investment policies to support job creation in the rural 

economy. Enhance the competitiveness of rural areas by supporting innovation in rural 

economic development and enterprise through the diversification of the rural economy 

into new sectors and services, including ICT-based industries and those addressing 

climate change and sustainability. 

• Facilitate the development of the rural economy through supporting a sustainable and 

economically efficient agricultural and food sector, together with forestry, fishing and 

aquaculture, energy and extractive industries, the bio-economy and diversification into 

alternative on-farm and off-farm activities, while at the same time noting the 

importance of maintaining and protecting the natural landscape and built heritage 

which are vital to rural tourism. 

• Local planning, housing, transport/ accessibility and leisure policies will be developed 

with a focus on meeting the needs and opportunities of an ageing population along 

with the inclusion of specific projections, supported by clear proposals in respect of 

ageing communities as part of the core strategy of city and county development plans. 

• Work with the relevant Departments in Northern Ireland for mutual advantage in areas 

such as spatial planning, economic development and promotion, co-ordination of 

social and physical infrastructure provision and environmental protection and 

management. 

 

 

The National Development Plan 2021 - 2030  

As part of Project Ireland 2040 the National Development 

Plan sets out the Government’s over-arching investment 

strategy and budget for the period 2021-2030. It is an 

ambitious plan that balances the significant demand for 

public investment across all sectors and regions of Ireland 

with a major focus on improving the delivery of 

infrastructure projects to ensure speed of delivery and 

value for money. 

The NDP sets out in broad terms a range of investment 

priorities, however it also identifies the following specific 

objectives relevant to Castleblayney;  

• The upgrade of Castleblayney Waste Water 

Treatment plant was identified within PI2040 and 

delivered at a cost of €6m.  

• N2 Ardee to South of Castleblayney; The NDP identifies this 32km major road project 

on the N2 Dublin-Derry Road for progression through the planning and design 

process. This project will enhance connectivity and accessibility to Castleblayney. 
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Monaghan County Council, in partnership with Louth County Council and in 

association with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), has appointed a consulting 

engineer to progress the project with reference to the TII’s Project Management 

Guidelines. A Preferred Route Corridor has been identified, which follows the route of 

the existing N2, and the design and environmental evaluation process is currently 

underway. It should be noted that while this scheme is listed as an objective of the 

NDP, the NDP does not provide a commitment of funding to deliver the scheme. A 

2nd project in north County Monaghan, the 28km N2 Clontibret to Border Road 

Scheme, is currently being advanced through the planning and design process, and 

will complement the N2 Ardee to Castleblayney Road Scheme.  

 

 

‘Our Rural Future’ Rural Development Policy 2021-

2025 

Our Rural Future provides a framework for the 

development of rural Ireland over a five year period. The 

policy is forward looking and ambitious and addresses 

both the challenges facing rural areas and the 

opportunities which rural economies and communities can 

benefit from in the coming years. 

The policy considers rural Ireland today, recognising 

diversity and the challenges around young people, 

employment, covid-19 and Brexit. It considers what will be 

needed to support sustainable growth, including digital 

connectivity, supporting employment and careers, 

revitalising rural towns and villages, enhancing 

participation, leadership and resilience in rural 

communities, enhancing public services, climate change 

and sustainability.  

One of the policies included within the plan is to ‘Support rural communities to develop 

long-term cohesive Master Plans for their areas, to support an integrated place-based 

approach to rural development (aligned with the RSESs, County Development Plans, 

Local Development Plans and relevant national, regional and local policy objectives).’ The 

development of such a Master Plan may be of interest to Castleblayney.  

 

 



Castleblayney Community Audit                         Chapter 3: Governance, Plans & Policies relating to Castleblayney  

27 
 

Climate Action Plans 

Published by Government, the Climate Action Plan 2021 notes 

‘The science is indisputable and the effects already clear. 

Extreme weather events are becoming more frequent, with 

increased risks for global food supplies and security. We know 

we have to act, and by acting now we can build a cleaner 

greener economy and society, which creates opportunities for 

us all’. A subsequent ‘Climate Action Plan 2023’ has been 

published, and Local Authorities are required to develop Local 

Climate Action Plans by early 2024.  

The plans set out targets across a range of sectors, all aimed 

at reducing the amount of greenhouse gases we are putting into 

the atmosphere to have any hope of limiting temperature rise to 

1.5 degrees, keeping our Earth habitable and our ecosystems 

functioning.  

 

3.3.2 Regional Plans & Policies 

 

The Northern & Western Regional Assembly 

‘Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 2020 

– 2032’  

The Northern & Western Regional Assembly 

published the ‘Regional Spatial and Economic 

Strategy 2020 – 2032’ (RSES), which provides a 

high-level development framework that supports 

the implementation of the National Planning 

Framework (NPF), the National Development Plan 

(NDP) and other relevant economic policies and 

objectives of Government. It provides a 12-year 

strategy to deliver the transformational change that 

is necessary to achieve the objectives and vision of 

the Assembly.  

The plan notes ‘…the counties of Donegal, Leitrim, 

Monaghan and Cavan all share the only 

international land border Ireland possesses, something that brings its specific challenges 

and opportunities for communities, which may be magnified by Brexit.’ 

Within the plan the importance of the agri-food industry to County Monaghan is noted – 

agri-food is a significant employer in and around Castleblayney, with McCaughey Foods, 

AGRO (now Americold) and numerous enterprises in Lough Egish Food Park providing 

significant local employment; ‘The Agri-Food sector is vital to the region and particularly to 

Counties Monaghan and Cavan. For example, the agri-food industry alone accounts for 

over 60% of Monaghan’s employment and 90% of the food produced within the county is 

exported.’ 

Several policies within the plan relate to developing tourism within the region, including;  

Policy 4.6; To ensure provision is made for the expansion in accommodation and 

facilities within Destination Towns…. 

Policy 4.7; To establish potential tourist and amenity attractions in scale in the 

Cavan/Monaghan region, in partnership with Fáilte Ireland and the relevant local 

authorities.  

Lough Muckno is identified as an amenity attraction with growth potential.  
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Failte Ireland ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’  

County Monaghan is not a traditional tourist 

destination. In 2019, Failte Ireland recorded 

Monaghan as attracting just over 3% of tourism in 

Ireland.  

Ireland’s Ancient East (IAE) has been developed by Fáilte Ireland as a branded visitor 

experience encompassing the rich heritage and cultural assets that Ireland has to offer in 

the midlands/eastern half of the country, providing a counterbalance to the Wild Atlantic 

Way on the west coast. 

 

 

 

In 2016 Failte Ireland published ‘Ireland’s Ancient East – 

Path to Growth’, a 5 year development plan with targets and 

objectives. The strategy stated ‘Ireland’s Ancient East 

showcases Ireland’s living culture and ancient heritage and 

brings it to life through stories that create unique visitor 

experiences, unite stakeholders and support vibrant 

communities. Our goal is to make Ireland’s Ancient East the 

most personally engaging cultural destination in Europe by 

harnessing the authentic character of the real Ireland, its 

living culture, lush landscapes and hidden history, opening it 

up for everyone. When we achieve this, we support 

sustained economic growth and community wellbeing whilst 

valuing our heritage, history and environment’. Failte Ireland 

provide supports and grants for the development of tourism 

related activities and marketing. In the 2016 strategy it was 

noted ‘The concept has been fully taken on board by Tourism Ireland but given that it is in 

its infancy, international awareness levels remain very low.’ 

Figure 6; Share of Tourists by County – Monaghan attracts just  - 3.13% of tourists Ireland 

Key Facts, 2019 (Taken from the Northern & Western Regional Assembly RSES) 
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Project updates are published by Failte Ireland, the most recent being a 6th update in 

relation to 2019, which stated the following achievements; 

• ‘6% year-on-year growth in visitor numbers  

• 4% year-on-year revenue growth  

• 38% attractions have increased employment  

• 40% attractions have extended their season  

Accommodation  

• 71% average room occupancy  

• €108 average room rate  

• 3% year-on-year revenue growth  

• 28% hotels have increased employment  

Performance metrics based on meetings with 161 key accounts - data up to 30th September 2019’ 

The Failte Ireland website lists visitor attractions along the trail, including a number of 

attractions around Castleblayney; Lough Muckno Leisure Park, Castleblayney Outdoor 

Adventure Centre, Swallow Studios/Liz Christy Handweaving, Concra Wood Golf and 

Country Club and St. Peter’s Tin Church Laragh.  

 

3.3.3 County Monaghan Plans and Policies 

 

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-

2025 

The Monaghan County Development Plan provides 

an overall strategy for the proper planning and 

sustainable development of County Monaghan 

over the timescale of the Plan.  
The plan deals with core strategy, housing, 

economic development, community, heritage, 

conservation, landscape, transport and 

infrastructure, environment, energy and climate 

change and objectives for settlements.  
Chapter 12 of the Development Plan deals 

specifically with Castleblayney, and this is detailed 

in Section 3.3.4 below.  

 

 

County Walking & Cycling Strategy 2021-2026 

(Monaghan County Council) 

Monaghan County Council is responsible for many areas 

of activity which contribute to the levels of walking and 

cycling in the county.  

The strategy identifies how Monaghan County Council, in 

partnership with other stakeholders, proposes to develop 

walking and cycling infrastructure, and promote walking 

and cycling as activities which support the economic, 

cultural and social wellbeing of the people of Co 

Monaghan.  

The Strategy looks at walking and cycling both as 

recreational activities and at the crucial role that they play 

in helping to address Climate Change through the 

promotion of Active Travel.  
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This strategy is relevant to the future development of Castleblayney, as in the Programme 

for Government published in October 2020, the Government committed to funding and 

resourcing the provision of walking and cycling infrastructure. Such infrastructure has the 

potential to greatly enhance the environment of Castleblayney by; 

• Improving sustainability, reducing carbon emissions and easing traffic in the town 

through the promotion of sustainable transport options; 

• creating new leisure and recreational opportunities through new walking and cycling 

routes; 

• supporting tourism through the development of longer distance Greenways and trails.  

 

 

County Monaghan Local Economic & Community 

Plan 2015-2021 (Local Community Development 

Committee) 

The Local Economic & Community Plan (LECP) informs 

priorities and actions to support the economic and 

community development of the county.  

The actions in the economic element of the plan focus 

on stimulating economic activity within the county 

through incentivising employment, attracting inward 

investment, capitalising on work already started under 

previous county strategies and initiatives that worked, 

and prioritising supports in the greatest areas for growth. 

The plan aimed to support indigenous businesses and 

to promote entrepreneurship of which there is a strong 

and unique tradition within the county. 

The actions in the community element of the plan build on Monaghan County Council’s 

long history of involvement in community initiatives and service provision at local level, 

including libraries, leisure, recreation, arts and amenity facilities and services, as well as 

estate management, urban and village renewal, tidy towns, ‘pride of place’ and the 

operation of community employment schemes.  

The first LECP covered the period 2016-2021. A new LECP for the period 2023 to 2029 is 

currently in development. Once published, it will set out high levels goals, objectives and 

actions, and the plan will be reviewed every two years. 

 

Cavan Monaghan ETB Further Education and Training 

Strategy 2021-2024 

Cavan Monaghan Education and Training Board (CMETB) 

run Castleblayney College post-primary school and operate 

Youthreach at Lakeview, Castleblayney.  Youthreach is a 

full-time training and education programme for early school 

leavers aged between 15 and 20 years. It offers a flexible 

and dynamic programme of integrated general education, 

vocational training and work experience. The CMETB also 

provide part-time and full-time courses and training 

opportunities, including apprenticeships, and work closely 

with local industry to address skills shortages and provide 

upskilling opportunities.   

CEMTB’s 5 year strategy outlines how they plan to build skills, create pathways to 

education and foster inclusion, with the strategy listing goals and actions.   
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Healthy Monaghan Plan 2019-2022  

(Local Community Development Committee) 

The Healthy Monaghan Plan supports the implementation of 

Healthy Ireland, the national Health and wellbeing framework 

at local level, to improve health and wellbeing for all in County 

Monaghan. It covers 6 different themes; 

• Physical Activity 

• Healthy Eating 

• Tobacco & Alcohol 

• Sexual Health 

• Mental Health 

• Cross cutting implementation of the plan 

The plan recognises the factors contributing to a person’s 

health. Many community projects can also result in health 

benefits through the promotion of physical or mental health, 

through education and awareness raising, or by supporting 

vulnerable groups.  

The interaction between community projects and delivering 

on the objectives of the Healthy Monaghan Plan should be 

considered at the planning and design stage to maximise 

the impact of such projects.  

 

Monaghan Sports Partnership's Strategic Plan 2019-2023 

Monaghan Sport Partnership’s mission is to increase the opportunities, interest and 

participation in Sport and Physical Activity for everyone throughout their life, by leading, 

coordinating, supporting and promoting appropriate activities. 

Monaghan Sports Partnership’s strategic/leadership role is to strengthen and capitalise on 

the County’s Sport and Physical Activity network so that this network can deliver more 

activities to a greater number of participants, particularly those less likely to be involved in 

sporting activity such as older people or those with a disability.  

Projects and programmes within Castleblayney could seek the support of Monaghan 

Sports Partnership to add value to any proposed sporting projects. 

  

County Monaghan Age Friendly Strategy 

County Monaghan’s Age Friendly strategy notes ‘The world’s older population is 

increasing, with people living longer and healthier lives, and experiencing older age very 

differently from their grandparents’ generation. In Ireland, though the change is happening 

later than other European countries, the number of people over 65 (for decades around 

11% of the population) is rising and may stand at around 20% of the population by 2036, 

and will include many more people aged over 80.’ 

The strategy aims to address how older people are considered, with 8 listed headings; 

1. Outdoor Spaces and Public Buildings 

2. Transportation 

3. Housing 

4. Respect and Social Inclusion 

5. Social Participation 

6. Communication and Information 

7. Civic Participation and Employment 

8. Community Support & Health Services.  

The strategy should be considered when undertaking any community projects to ensure 

best practice in designing and considering the needs of the wider population.  
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Retail Development Strategy for County Monaghan, 2016 - 2022 

The overriding aim of the strategy, published by Monaghan County Council, is to create 

the appropriate conditions necessary to foster a healthy and vibrant retailing environment 

in County Monaghan over the period of the strategy. 

The strategy notes the large increase in retail floorspace in Castleblayney over a 12 year 

period, with floorspace in 2003 7,890m2, and in 2015 the floorspace was 23,214m2, an 

increase of almost 300%. Much of this floorspace was generated by the new shopping 

centre on the south side of the town, but which has been closed for approximately a 

decade, and this may skew the vacancy rate of 40%. Other significant retail developments 

include Drumillard Retail Park and Lidl on the Monaghan Road.  

The strategy provides expenditure predictions per capita and overall, which may be of 

interest to anyone considering opening a new retail venture.  

The strategy identified the following areas requiring action in Castleblayney; 

• ‘Measures to address vacancy and dereliction on Main Street (including McConnon’s 

shopping centre), Muckno Street, Market Square and Lough Muckno Park – 

particularly the Market House, Gate Houses and Hope Castle  

• Measures to improve parking arrangements, particularly along Main Street  

• A coordinated approach to the development of Lough Muckno’. 

When the strategy was published it noted ‘Retail sales in Ireland have declined by over 

25% since their peak in 2008 – the sectors experiencing the largest declines over this 

period include furniture and lighting (-55%); motor trades (-50%); hardware (-39%) and 

electrical goods (-38%). In value terms retail sales are now 10.6% below peak levels in 

2007 but are still 5.6% higher than in 2005….. The last decade has seen substantial 

changes in shopping habits. The continued growth of online shopping is mirroring a shift 

in consumption patterns. A number of factors driving growth in this sector include 

consumers’ appetite for value for money and greater variety, the increased usage of mobile 

devices, improved security and convenience, as well as increased marketing and use of 

social media promoting online campaigns. In Ireland, an estimated 43% of people between 

the ages of 16 and 74 made purchases on the internet in 2011 (CSO, 2012). With an 

average expenditure in excess of €1,000 (IMR Smart Knowledge Base, 2011), the most 

popular online purchases for Irish households in 2011 were ‘other travel arrangements’ 

(30%) and holiday accommodation (28%). 20% of online purchases in Ireland were for 

‘clothes or sports goods’ and 14% were in films/music.’  

Since the strategy was published there have been massive shifts in consumer behaviour, 

accelerated by the Covid-19 restrictions and lock-downs of 2020/2021. To plan for and 

maintain a thriving town centre environment, it is important that the retailers and 

entrepreneurs of Castleblayney feed in to and take on board the next Retail Development 

Strategy when developed.  

 

Ballybay to Castleblayney Greenway Feasibility & 

Constraints Report 

In 2020 the Municipal Districts of Ballybay-Clones and 

Carrickmacross-Castleblayney committed funding to a 

feasibility and constraints study for a new Greenway along 

the route of the old railway line between Ballybay and 

Castleblayney. If developed this project would; 

1. Support active travel and promote sustainable transport 

by providing a safe and attractive option for local people 

to choose walking and cycling for their everyday 

journeys. 

2. Provide a tourism amenity to connect the towns of 

Ballybay and Castleblayney, which would expand the 
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greenway provision in Co. Monaghan and add to and link into the growing network of 

greenways in Ireland in accordance with the policies and objectives set out in Project 

Ireland 2040, the National Cycle Policy Framework and the Monaghan County 

Development Plans. 

3. Provide a recreational amenity for the local population of Castleblayney and Ballybay 

and their rural communities, providing opportunities for fitness, recreation and 

community use. 

The Study was completed in August 2021, and found no significant constraints to the 

development of such a Greenway. Funding has been secured from the Outdoor Recreation 

Investment Scheme to progress the route selection and design process in 2023.  
 

 

3.3.4 Castleblayney Town Plans and Policies 

 

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 – Chapter 12 – Casteblayney 

Settlement Plan 

Chapter 12 of the Monaghan County Development Plan deals specifically with 

Castleblayney. The Castleblayney Settlement Plan is fundamentally concerned with 

promoting growth and development while protecting the natural and built environment of 

the town. Over this plan period emphasis will be placed on maintaining and supporting 

urban development by way of consolidation of the town centre and expansion of services 

to meet the needs of its locality. 

The plan talks about the projected growth of Castleblayney’s population to 2025, and 

indicates that a housing land requirement of 16 hectares should be provided for. The plan 

defines zoning for lands around the town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The plan notes that approximately 1,400 children attend schools in Castleblayney, with 

pupil numbers swollen by the influx from the rural hinterland. Such a comparatively large 

number of pupils have implications for a range of urban issues in Castleblayney, notably 

pedestrian safety, traffic management and recreational provision.  

The plan lists development objectives, including the preparation and implementation of a 

Local Area Action Plan (LAAP) for lands to the rear of Muckno Street, and to encourage 

new developments which refurbish existing buildings. 



Castleblayney Community Audit                         Chapter 3: Governance, Plans & Policies relating to Castleblayney  

34 
 

The plan states Castleblayney town has an overall retail floor space of 23,124sq.m and a 

vacancy rate of 40%. 

Enterprise is considered; ‘Castleblayney's location on main transport corridors offers 

significant potential for growth in the industrial sector. There are two distinct industrial 

areas that have developed over the past thirty years in Castleblayney. Bree Industrial 

Estate, which was developed for industry in 1975 by the IDA, remains home to a number 

of sizeable industries including Kingspan Insulation Ltd, Shabra Polymex and Monaghan 

County Development Plan 2019-2025 253 Recycling Ltd, and M.C. Chemicals Ltd. Direct 

access to the estate is provided from the N2 Castleblayney bypass. A number of industries 

have developed along the Monaghan Road to the north of the town, including Castlecool 

Ltd (now Americool), a warehousing and distribution centre. Castleblayney Enterprise Ltd 

has been successful in establishing new businesses in the town, and it has developed an 

Enterprise Centre on the Dublin Road which hosts small manufacturing and service 

enterprises. Through the provision of starter units, advice and administrative back-up for 

emerging businesses, this Centre acts as an invaluable launch pad for the creation of new 

businesses in the town.’ 

It is noted that telecom ducting and fibre optic cabling has been provided in Castleblayney 

and Broadband is available in the town centre. The Council is to co-operate with statutory 

and regulated bodies in the provision of power and communication facilities throughout the 

town.  

The plan notes a number of new urban roads are proposed to improve traffic movement in 

and around the town, subject to funding/resources being available;  

• Link from Monaghan Road (R938) to Keady Road (R181).  

• Link from Dundalk Road (N53) directly to Clontibret-Castleblayney by-pass (N2 

roundabout).  

• Inner Relief Road from Monaghan Road (R938) to Bog Road.  

• Link from McGrath Road to Bog Road. 

‘With the removal of national and regional traffic from the town centre, the Plan envisages 

environmental improvements to the town centre and urban/local roads servicing the town’s 

residential areas. In particular road re-alignment and widening, provision of footpaths and 

public Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 255 lighting is required on local 

roads servicing new housing developments in Conabury, Bree, Killycard and Onomy.’ 

The plan mentions Castleblayney’s significant potential to capitalise on its assets for 

tourism related development; ‘As well as being an environmental resource for 

Castleblayney, Lough Muckno possesses enormous potential to become an economic 

asset for the town. However, this requires sensitive management and a careful appraisal 

of all proposals submitted for the area. Any development proposals for the park should 

have regard to the public’s wider desire for sustainable development, preservation of the 

natural and built environment, and maintenance of public access. Its proximity to the built 

environment will help to spread the benefits of increased tourism revenue throughout the 

town’. Monaghan County Council has been working with Fáilte Ireland to develop 

proposals for Lough Muckno, and in August 2021 a vision for Lough Muckno was 

published. Further details of this are provided in the following sections. The plan states 

‘The tourism prospects for Muckno Park are also linked to environmental improvements in 

the neighbouring public sector properties, most notably the Courthouse and the two Gate 

Lodges. The improvement and re-use of these buildings would greatly complement tourism 

enhancement efforts in Muckno Park.’ Gate lodge No. 1 was restored and re-opened in 

2017 and is used as a meeting space, and since the launch of the plan, funding has been 

secured for the refurbishment and extension of Gate Lodge No. 2 as a new library, with 

works expected to be complete in 2022. Funding has also been secured to progress the 

planning and design of the refurbishment of the Courthouse.  



Castleblayney Community Audit                         Chapter 3: Governance, Plans & Policies relating to Castleblayney  

35 
 

In relation to outdoor recreation, the plan notes ‘With the exception of Lough Muckno there 

are few areas within the centre of Castleblayney of key open space value. However, there 

is potential for the provision of open space adjacent to Drumillard housing development. It 

is the intention of the Town Council to develop this area as a Town Park.’ A specific 

objective of the plan is to ‘Develop a townpark at Drumillard within the lifetime of this plan 

subject to the availability of resources’.  

 

 

Castleblayney Town Public Realm and Economic Plan 2019 

Commissioned by Monaghan 

County Council using funding 

secured through the Town & Village 

Renewal Scheme 2017, the purpose 

of the Public Realm and Economic 

Plan is to ‘Build on and promote 

Castleblayney’s existing economic, 

archi‐ tectural, and cultural assets to 

enhance the attraciveness of the 

Town as a place to live, work and 

visit. In doing so, the Plan will also 

act as catalyst to attract additonal 

investment. … The Plan will seek to enhance and improve the way Castleblayney functions 

on a day‐to‐day basis, with resulting long‐term economic, socio‐economic and cultural 

benefits for residents, businesses and visitors’.  

The plan has a vision for a number of outcomes, including;  

o Greening of the Town Centre; 

o Showcasing the town’s historic and cultural heritage; 

o Enhanced integration/connection with Lough Muckno; 

o Accommodating living in the Town Centre; 

o Delivery of a connected Town Centre. 

The plan proposes detailed interventions for the Main Street, Market Square and 

backlands areas of the town, including suggested streetscape, road and junction layouts 

and parking proposals, and a material pallet. Proposals are also made with respect to 

areas of Lough Muckno and the Hope Castle estate.  

The implementation section of the report provides a list of interventions and identifies 

delivery partners, roles and priorities, along with a high-level cost guide.  

 

 

Castleblayney Market House and Market Square 

The Market House is one of the most prominent buildings in the town due to it’s location 

at the end of Main Street and proximity to the entrance to the Hope Castle/Lough Muckno 

demesne. It has been vacant since the 1990s, and since that time numerous attempts 

have been made to secure use and funding for the building. Over that time it has fallen 

into disrepair and became dangerous.  

In 2018 structural report was commissioned, which resulted in works being undertaken to 

remove the roof, secure and stabilise the exterior walls and remove debris.   
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In 2020, funding was secured through 

the Rural Regeneration Fund to 

‘prepare and deliver a report to identify 

potential appropriate future uses of the 

Market House building and Market 

Square area of Castleblayney’. The 

project brief specified community 

engagement as a critical component in 

the development of viable long term 

uses for the Market House and Market 

Square area of the town. Among the 

objectives was to  

- ‘Establish key community-led priorities for the redevelopment of the Market House 

and Market Square.  

- Describe and evaluate potential uses for a redeveloped Market House and Market 

Square.  

- Propose and develop a preferred option for the development of the Market House and 

Market Square.  

- Outline a viable business model and highlight funding options open to the 

redevelopment project to ensure a financially viable, long term sustainable future for 

the Market House and Market Square’. 

In late 2020/early 2021, community consultation and workshops took place with community 

groups and the general public. There was a very successful level of response to the survey, 

with the participation representing approximately 12.5% of population (based on 460 

responses). The outcome of the consultation process, published in April 2021, informed a 

design strategy for the Market House and Market Square. A proposed floor plan has been 

developed which incorporates a community exhibition space, market space, performance 

space, retail and commercial space and healthcare services space. The report considered 

potential business models and identified potential funding sources to progress the project.   

Further funding was received in 2021 through the Rural regeneration Fund, and a design 

team was appointed in October 2021 to bring the refurbishment of the Market House and 

associated public realm works in Market Square through detailed design and planning. In 

Spring 2023, plans for the design went out to public consultation. Subject to completion of 

project designs and securing Planning Approval and all associated statutory consents for 

the project, Monaghan County Council will identify further funding opportunities to progress 

the project to the construction phase. 

 

 

Castleblayney Market Square Regeneration Phase I – Gate Lodge 2 Library & Public 

Realm 

In 2019 funding of €2.6m was secured 

under the Government’s Rural 

Regeneration Scheme to bring the 

second Gate Lodge in Castleblayney 

back to life. This project involves the 

complete refurbishment of Gate Lodge 

2 to provide a state of the art public 

library, gallery and cultural and 

creative space. The project is currently 

under construction and is expected to 

be complete in late 2023.  
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Plans for Lough Muckno / Hope Castle Demesne 

The Hope Castle and Demesne, situated within the grounds of Lough Muckno, has a built 

heritage spanning some 250 years. A large area of the demesne was used as a golf 

course, however with the construction of the Concra Wood Gold and Country Club on the 

east shore of Lough Muckno this area has now returned to public use and comprises 

publicly accessible woodlands and meadows with walks and pathways. The Black Island, 

accessed via a bridge, is in the ownership of Coillte, and is a mix of coniferous and 

deciduous forest. Fishing stands are dotted around the lake, and significant investment 

has been made in improving access and facilities for anglers to allow major fishing 

competitions and events to be hosted.  

A number of different groups and organisations have an interest in developing Hope Caste 

and Lough Muckno from a community and amenity perspective, a heritage perspective 

and an economic perspective. This section will consider the main elements of the plans 

proposed to date;  

The Hope Castle Demesne comprises a number of buildings of significant architectural 

merit. The entrance to the demesne is marked by an impressive set of gates with a lime-

tree lined avenue leading to the Castle and providing panoramic views over the lake.  

The old walled garden, located close to the entrance, has 

been used as a carpark, and the only traces of it’s history 

are the high walls and old apple trees within. In 2015 

Muckno Community Development commissioned Ms. 

Finola Reid, a historic gardens consultant, to prepare a 

report on the use of the Attendant Grounds and Walled 

Garden of the Hope Castle estate. The report noted it is 

possible to restore and re-plant the garden, and that the 

‘walled garden in particular offers a great and readily 

achievable opportunity for horticultural activities….’.  

After use as a private residence to the Hope family, the 

Castle itself was used as a convent and then as a hotel and 

restaurant before being destroyed in a fire in 2010.  

The adjacent stable buildings (Annexe) has a similar history, having been operated as a 

hostel and then a refugee centre before also suffering an arson attach and lying derelict 

since.  

Local people are keen to see the Castle and Annexe restored and brought back into use, 

although there are differing views as to what use it should be put to. 

To identify options for the restoration and development 

of the Hope Castle and Lough Muckno Estate, 

Monaghan County Council commissioned CHL 

Consulting Company Ltd  and Howley Hayes 

Architects to prepare the ‘Hope Castle & Annexe 

Buildings Castleblayney, Options Appraisal’, 

published in 2018. Among the 

conclusions/recommendations, the report noted; 

• ‘Economic viability is a central tenet in good 

conservation practice – if an historic building does 

not fulfil a useful purpose, it is unlikely to be 

maintained and preserved. 

• The Lough Muckno demesne is a designed 

landscape of national cultural significance – one 

of the finest created in Ireland. 
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• Monaghan currently has a low level of tourism and also a very low level of 

accommodation that might stimulate tourism.  

• There is a need for a destination-level tourist attraction/product to stimulate tourism 

in the county, although the potential for a renovated historic house to fulfil this 

requirement has little support. 

• Our recommendation is to take a phased approach to the work, starting with minimal 

work to make good both buildings, with the aims of developing the Annex as the base 

of an adventure centre with accompanying accommodation, and of developing Hope 

Castle as a country inn/restaurant with function rooms and/or bedrooms. 

• This further development depends on a suitably-qualified operator coming forward as 

a result of advertising for expressions of interest. 

• In the interim, minimal work on the buildings will ensure that they can be put to some 

basic use as a backdrop for community and other events, as well as contributing to 

the overall attractiveness of the parkland. 

• A broad view of the Lough Muckno demesne as a whole should be considered - 

integrating the history, facilities and infrastructure within a more strategic framework 

in order to deliver the optimum result for the community and area in the long run’. 

 

To progress the recommendations of this 

appraisal report, Monaghan County Council 

engaged with Failte Ireland and Terry 

Stevens and Associates, International 

Tourism Consultants. In August 2021 

Monaghan County Council launched a public 

consultation on a visioning strategy for Lough 

Muckno. Fáilte Ireland and Monaghan County Council presented a vision for the Lough 

Muckno Estate that is a “game changing visitor attraction for Castleblayney, Monaghan 

and Ireland’s Ancient East….. The overall aim is to build a credible, achievable and realistic 

vision for the Estate that has a compelling narrative that matches the strategic goals of 

Ireland in a post-COVID19 environment and can become an exemplar of a new type of 

tourism development that will be required by communities and tourists in the near future. 

At the same time, it must ensure the retention of access for the local community.” The 

ambitious plan set out a vision ‘to deliver an unprecedented range of adventure activities 

on a year-round basis generating numerous benefits for the local and regional economy 

by developing a truly transformational, sustainable, visitor attraction’. The plan included 2 

options;  

1. The Muckno Adventure Estate,  

2. The Great Drumlin of Adventure.  

The vision identified 4 potential zones of development, including activity hubs, sculptural 

features, water activity hub, a cruise tour centre, fishing lodges and a conservation centre 

within the historic estate, the concept of a dispersed hotel on the islands and lough shore, 

developing the Concra Wood Golf Course, and development of Castleblayney Town itself. 

Option 2 requires the delivery of Option 1 first, and proposes a series of enclosed spaces 

under one dome to house a world class range of year-round activities. Potential impact 

was projected as; 
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The proposal set out 3 next steps; 

1. The Council should commence a public consultation exercise to gauge opinion 

and local view. (This public consultation exercise commenced on Friday 13th 

August and ran until the 10 September 2021. At the time of publishing this 

document, submissions were closed and a post-consultation report was not yet 

published).  

2. A full feasibility analysis will be now required to market test both options and 

appraise the financial and operational business case of the Muckno Adventure 

Estate and the Great Drumlin of Adventure.  

3. Funding opportunities should be explored in relation to the Shared Island and 

the EU Peace Plus Programme. 

On the 7th December 2021 Monaghan County Council published a summary report from 

the public consultation process for the vision – the submissions showed both support and 

opposition to the plan. In December 2021 Monaghan County Council voted in favour of 

progressing to the Feasibility Stage of the project. In 2023 a feasibility and environmental 

study is underway.  

 

A number of smaller projects have also been progressed, such as the development of an 

outdoor gym, development of the Onomy Walk and development of an outdoor educational 

space on the Black Island. In May 2023 work started on an interim project to improve the 

façade of the Hope Castle with the support of local groups and sponsorship from local 

businesses – the façade of the building had fallen into disrepair since the fire in 2010. 

  

Water quality is also an issue for Lough Muckno. The lake was identified as being 1 of the 

top 10 most polluted lakes in Ireland by the Environmental Protection Agency in their report 

‘Ireland's Environment – An Integrated Assessment 2020’. Transition Monaghan secured 

funding from the Local Authority Waters Programme ‘Community Water Development 

Fund 2021’ for an awareness raising project about water quality. Monaghan Community 

Partnership also secured funding from the Community Water Development Fund 2021 for 

a feasibility study to identify potential actions to develop water quality – the study was 

published in 2022. Oriel River Catchments & Coastal Association has commissioned a 

‘Biodiversity study of Lough Muckno and environs’, which is underway in 2023. Monaghan 

County Council is also working on a project called the ‘Lough Muckno Road to Recovery’, 

which will see plans developed to improve water quality on a phased basis.  
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Castleblayney: Active Travel Town – Walking and Cycling Strategy 2012 & County 

Monaghan Walking & Cycling Strategy 2021 - 2026 

The 2012 Walking and Cycling Strategy set out objectives to promote community 

involvement, to improve walking and cycling access to public transport, to provide safer 

routes, to tie‐in with schools/colleges and workplaces, and to reduce short‐distance car 

journeys. The public consultation process demonstrated that the majority of people 

surveyed revealed that they would be encouraged to walk more if there was a better 

provision of footpaths in the Town. With regard to cycling, most of the respondents 

indicated that proper cycle lane facilities were needed in order to encourage more cyclists 

in the Town, and a number of targets were set out. Key to reaching these targets was 

specific improvements in the public realm as described in the Strategy in the form of 

footpath and junction improvements throughout the Town, incorporating schools, 

businesses and residential areas. 

Based on the 2016 census, cycling as a commuter mode throughout County Monaghan 

and Castleblayney was 0% in all cases compared to the national average of 3%. 11% of 

people walked to school/work in the Castleblayney & Hinterland area compared to the 

national average of 14%, although in the Castleblayney Town area this was slightly higher 

at 17% and in the Town Centre area the figure increased to 30%. It is understandable that 

the targets of the 2012 strategy were not achieved, as few public realm projects were 

delivered over the period. In 2020 new walking/cycling provision was made on the Dublin 

Road between St. Mary’s Church and the N53 Dundalk Road junction, and on the 

Monaghan Road a new on-road cycle facility has been installed – it will be interesting to 

see whether these increase the mode-share for walking/cycling.  

In the new Monaghan County Walking & Cycling Strategy 2021-2026, it notes ‘…the 

Walking & Cycling Strategies for Monaghan Town and Castleblayney which were prepared 

in 2012 by Kieran Boyle Consulting were taken into consideration… There have been 

many new developments in these towns since the initial Walking & Cycling Strategies were 

prepared. While we believe that the general approach recommended remains valid, there 

will be new developments which are not provided for in the original documents. In addition, 

a number of policy areas, particularly around climate change, have developed significantly 

since these documents were written. We have decided therefore that it is appropriate to 

carry out a review of the current town Walking & Cycling Strategies to ensure they are 

optimised to achieve the objectives of national and regional policies and programmes and 

to incorporate all recent local development.’  
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Castleblayney Tidy Towns Plans 

Based on Tidy Towns Competition principles, Castleblayney 

Tidy Towns develops a 3 year plan. The last plan was 2017 – 

2020, and Covid has delayed the development of a new plan. 

An updated plan will be developed in the coming year. The 3 

year plan lists actions, timeframe and progress across a range 

of items such as environmental awareness measures, built 

environment & streetscape, landscaping & open spaces, 

wildlife, habitats & natural amenities, sustainable waste & 

resource management, tidiness & litter control, residential 

streets & housing areas, and approach roads, streets & lanes. 

The outcomes of this community audit could be used to inform 

the next 3-year plan.   

A Biodiversity Action Plan 2021-2024 has also been produced 

with the support of Leader funding. The plan  

- makes recommendations for the conservation of 

biodiversity through appropriate actions for the 

protection, management or appreciation of an area of 

high ecological value.  

- Identifies actions to improve or enhance local areas so as 

to increase their value as habitats for species.  

- Encourages actions to raise awareness of the importance 

of biodiversity and its conservation. 

It lists potential projects around Lough Muckno, in the 

town centre and in housing estates.  

 

Active Travel Investment Programme 

In 2021 new Active Travel Units were established in each local authority in the Country. 

The Active Travel Units aim to develop infrastructure to promote sustainable transport, 

such as walking and cycling. In 2023, the Active Travel Unit has funding to prepare a 

Mobility/ Sustainability Plans for Castleblayney, which may identify projects for delivery in 

the future. 

 

Pilot Town Centre Living Initiative (Castleblayney)  
The Town Centre Living Initiative (TCLI) is a pilot scheme managed by the Department of 

Rural and Community Development (DRCD) where up to €100k has been made available 

to participating towns to develop innovative proposals that encourage the reuse of vacant 

and underused buildings in town centres for living.  The scheme launched in October 

2018, and in May 2020 a Final Report on the pilot scheme was published. 

The scheme acknowledges and responds to the significant challenges facing towns 

relating to vacancy and underuse of buildings, and a common preference for living outside 

the town centre. Given the complexity and variety of reasons behind vacancy in Irish towns, 

the towns were asked to take an holistic approach that explores all aspects of living in 

towns including the buildings, amenities, public realm, infrastructure and services.  

Castleblayney was one of six pilot towns chosen. The report noted ‘Castleblayney has a 

lack of employment opportunities, no third level education institution, a low youth 

population retention rate, and an aging population. There is a high level of vacancy: CSO 

residential vacancy (excluding holiday homes) at 10.8% in 2016; CSO town vacancy rate 

at 16.6% and urban vacancy rate at 23.6% in 2016; GEO VIEW Commercial vacancy at 

22.4% in Q4, 2018’. 
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Figure 7; This survey of existing buildings at ground floor within the pilot study area used the GOAD 
classification system to map use and vacancy (Taken from ‘The Town Centre Living Initiative Six 
Pilot Towns: Synthesis Report 2020’’) 

In Castleblayney the focus was on central urban blocks and streets. The project proposed 

a new mechanism for revitalisation where a dedicated person or team works directly with 

property owners on the ground as a mediator, facilitator and enabler. The project facilitated 

3 participatory workshops that explored the idea that collaboration between property 

owners is key to addressing limitations and realising the potential of historic town centre 

properties. 

After a survey of the town and preparation of a database of stakeholders, an architect-led 

consultant team of Shaffrey Architects and Space Engagers was commissioned and they 

delivered the work through 3 no. Town Centre Property Clinics, entitled Listening 

(Workshop 1), Capacity Building (Workshop 2), and Collaborating to Move Forward 

(Workshop 3). Through these workshops, the consultants identified the issues affecting 

town centre development and potential solutions.  

From data gathered during the 3 workshops the report identifies a range of issues and 

potential solutions.  

The Society of Chartered Surveyors of Ireland has also published a report entitled 

‘Rejuvenating Ireland’s small town centres’, which has complementary ideas and features 

case studies which may be of relevance to Castleblayney.   
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4.0 Potential funding streams to deliver projects 
 

This Chapter considers what funding is currently available for the development and delivery of 

projects around Castleblayney.  

 

4.1 The Rural Development Investment Programme (Community/Public 

Realm Projects) 
The Rural Development Investment Programme comprises a number of funding streams. 

These funds are typically applied for and administered by Monaghan County Council, however 

the local community may be invited to propose projects through funding calls. To propose 

suitable projects that may be considered for funding, the project will generally need to be 

scoped and a project brief defined, with cost estimates and relevant approvals already at an 

advanced stage; 

 

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund  

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 

(RRDF) is a commitment of €1 billion by 

government to be invested in rural Ireland over the 

period 2019 to 2027. The purpose of the fund is to 

support job creation in rural areas, address de-

population of rural communities and support 

improvements in our towns and villages with a 

population of less than 10,000, and outlying areas. Initial funding of €315 million has 

been allocated to the fund on a phased basis over the period 2019 to 2022. 

Castleblayney has already benefitted from the fund on multiple occasions.  

Castleblayney Enterprise Centre received funding of over €3.5m to develop The Ridge,  

a new community-run Enterprise Centre, providing high quality office space on a 

disused site adjacent to Castleblayney Town Centre. It includes 18 high quality office 

spaces with space for 66 staff. This development is currently under construction.  

In 2019, Castleblayney Market Square regeneration received funding of over €2.6m for 

the redevelopment refurbish and extend the Hope Castle Gate Lodge in the centre of 

the town to provide a modern public library, gallery space and cultural and creative 

space. This project is under construction.  

Castleblayney Market Square Regeneration Phase 2 received funding of €295,000 in 

2020 through the RRDF. Consultants were appointed to progress the design of the 

market house redevelopment through the planning and design process, allowing future 

applications for funding to be made for the delivery of the project.   

 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme 

This Scheme is one of a series of national and local support measures designed to 

rejuvenate small rural towns and villages. Funding of between €20,000 - €250,000 can 

be applied for under different measures, which can change from year to year.  

In 2022, the Scheme included;  

• Main Town and Village Renewal Measure, which included regenerating 

buildings for community use and the development of public plazas, town parks, 

playgrounds, community gardens and dog parks. 

• Building Acquisition Measure (BAM) 

• Streetscape Enhancement Initiative 

• Project Development Measure 
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In 2016, the town received funding of €39,000 for bins, lighting and signage.  

In 2017 Castleblayney received funding of €40,000 for the development of a Public 

Realm & Economic Plan, the development of which has led to further funding success 

– details of the plan are provided in Section 3.3.4.  

 

In 2018 Castleblayney was awarded 

€100,000 for the development of the 

Big Tom public realm area, which has 

become a focal point for the town and 

has brought visitors to the town.  

 

In 2020 Castleblayney received 

€22,320 for the provision of Public 

information digital notice board, 

walking trails map, public seating and 

picnic benches in Lough Muckno Park 

and Mindszenty Park, and an Age 

Friendly business promotion. 

 

 

Community Centres Investment Fund 

The Community Centres Investment Fund first opened in 2022, providing a specific 

funding source to support community buildings. In 2023 it included a range of measures 

at different scales of funding. In 2023, funding of between €1m-€6m was made 

available for the construction of new community buildings. Existing and proposed 

community buildings who are seeking to upgrade or redevelop should develop projects 

and plans with a view to being ready to apply for funding as the fund opens.   

 

CLAR 

The CLÁR programme (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) provides funding for small-

scale infrastructural projects in rural area. Castleblayney is not within a CLAR area, and 

is not eligible for this funding.  

 

LEADER Funding 

The Monaghan LEADER programme provides funding for projects across the county 

that promote social inclusion, develop the local economy through enterprise and 

tourism, and protect the environment. An indicative fund of €6m is available in County 

Monaghan over the 2023-2027 period. The following people can apply for LEADER; 

• Community groups interested in developing social enterprises, local facilities and 

amenities, infrastructure and services 

• Individuals and groups with a rural enterprise start-up idea 

• Existing rural businesses that are looking to expand or diversify their enterprise 

• Voluntary groups interested in promoting the environment and local social 

amenities 

• Partnership groups interested in working with each other for the benefit of the wider 

community 

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

The aim of this scheme is to fund: 
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• development, extensions and repair of trails, walkways, cycleways and 

blueways 

• improved access to leisure or recreational facilities 

• development of outdoor recreational infrastructure. 

Different levels of funding is available under different measures.  

In 2019 €20,000 was received to improve trails on the Black Island at Muckno, €20,000 

was awarded for improvements to Mindszenty Park.  

In 2020 Castleblayney was awarded €14,429 for an Outdoor Recreational Exercise 

Trail – This is expected to be delivered in Q4 2021.  

In 2021 Castleblayney was awarded €20,000 for the Onomy Walk, consisting of 

construction of a walkway along the old golf course to create a nature-based walking 

loop and link to an existing walkway, creating an arterial walking loop. A further €20,000 

was received for an outdoor educational space to develop a multifunctional space that 

may be utilised as an outdoor play area/outdoor sensory space at the Point on the Black 

Island. In 2022 €500,000 was awarded to improve the trails on the Black Island.  

 

Local Road Improvement Scheme 

The Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) provides funding to help local authorities carry 

out improvement works on private and non-publicly maintained roads. These roads can 

often lead to multiple homes, farmland or amenities such as lakes, rivers or beaches. 

Funding such as this is typically applied for by individuals, however it may provide 

opportunities for the development of public access to local amenities in the 

Castleblayney area, such as heritage sites or amenity spaces.  

 

Connected Hubs Fund 

The primary objective of the Connected Hubs Call is to support and complement the 

development of a National Hub Network, which is a key action of the Rural 

Development Policy – Our Rural Future and the National Remote Working Strategy – 

Making Remote Work. The fund first opened in 2021, and Castleblayney Enterprise 

Centre has already been awarded €54,023 install 2 acoustic meeting room pods 2 

acoustic phone booths, and install Wi-Fi access points and upgrade IT and digital 

technology to facilitate video conferencing. 

 

 

4.2 Transportation Funding (including roads, footpaths and 

cycleways) 
 

National Transport Authority - Active Travel Investment Programme 

In 2021 the Government provided resources for the establishment of Active Travel Units 

in each Local Authority for the promotion and development of sustainable transport.  

In 2021 a new Rural Active Travel Investment Programme was also announced, which 

will distribute over €70 Million in year one of a five-year plan. The allocation marks 

another significant step forward in providing green sustainable transport options to 

those outside of the large urban centres. 

Developing high quality walking and cycling facilities will encourage more people to 

switch to active travel and will contribute to tackling climate change. Connecting 

communities and making walking and cycling attractive, safe and accessible to 

everyone is what this funding will help to accomplish. 

This funding may support the delivery of many of the actions and objectives identified 

for Castleblayney Town. Typically infrastructural projects such as this must be designed 
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in accordance with relevant design standards, and may require statutory approvals or 

some level of community engagement and consultation.  

The Active Travel Unit in Monaghan Co Co may assist in developing and delivering 

projects eligible for funding through the Active Travel Investment Programme.  

 

Greenway Funding 

The pace of planning and development of Greenways 

over recent years has been advancing, with Government 

recognising the benefits of off-road walking and cycling 

routes. In 2018 the Dept of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

published the ‘Strategy for the Future Development of 

National and regional Greenways. Greenways are 

typically recognised as long-distance routes that will 

attract visitors and provide and enhance tourist activities, 

although their definition in the strategy is broader; ‘For the 

purposes of this Strategy, a Greenway is a recreational or 

pedestrian corridor for non-motorised journeys, 

developed in an integrated manner which enhances both 

the environment and quality of life of the surrounding 

area. These routes should meet satisfactory standards of 

width, gradient and surface condition to ensure that they are both user-friendly and low-

risk for users of all abilities’. The model for the funding and regulation of Greenway 

development is becoming more structured and regulated, with Transport Infrastructure 

Ireland now having a role in their delivery.   

In 2021 funding of €63.5m was announced for Greenways - the highest single year 

amount ever allocated to Greenways. It nearly equals the total amount originally 

allocated for the 4 years 2018-2021 (€53m) and shows the commitment of the 

Government to providing a step-change in the way in which it funds walking and cycling. 

Where corridors are proposed for non-motorised journeys, sources of funding for 

Greenways should be explored.   

 

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund  

5 This fund may be most suitable for the initial scoping and development of plans and 

proposals. Refer to Section 1 The Rural Development Investment Programme 

(Community/Public Realm Projects.  
 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme 

9 This Scheme may be suitable for streetscape enhancements and improving facilities 

such as parking or sustainable transport provision. Refer to Section 1 The Rural Development 

Investment Programme (Community/Public Realm Projects.  
 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

13 This fund may be suitable for development of trails and walking/cycling facilities. Refer to 

Section 1 The Rural Development Investment Programme (Community/Public Realm Projects.  

 

Local Road Improvement Scheme 

17 This fund may be suitable for development of access to amenities such as lakes, rivers 

or heritage sites. Refer to Section 1 The Rural Development Investment Programme 

(Community/Public Realm Projects.  
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4.3 Building & Property Re-Development 
 

Building Acquisition Measure (BAM) 

First launched in 2022, the Building Acquisition Measure (BAM) of the Town and Village 

Renewal Scheme, assists local authorities who have engaged with the local 

community, to identify suitable vacant or derelict properties that could be taken into 

public ownership and converted for community use. Buildings purchased under this 

Measure must be for use as multi-purpose community spaces. Multi-purpose use could 

include: enterprise spaces, arts, tourism, youth hubs, theatre space, gallery, sports or 

pastimes space. It may also include a space for local craft market or food/farmers 

market. When funding becomes available, Monaghan County Council seeks 

expressions of interests from communities in relation to potential buildings that could 

be acquired.  

 

The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant 

The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant provides funding to refurbish vacant and 

derelict homes. It can also be used to renovate properties that have not been used as 

residential properties before. 

The grant is available to for owner occupied houses, or for properties to be rented out. 

A single applicant can receive the grant up to twice, once for a dwelling, and once for 

a rental property.  

Grants of up to €50,000 to renovate a vacant property and up to €70,000 for derelict 

properties are available. Additional funds may be available for the renovation of 

traditional farmhouses.  

The grant is funded by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

through the Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund and you apply to your local authority. 

 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 

SEAI is Ireland's national sustainable energy authority. We work with householders, 

businesses, communities and government to create a cleaner energy future. They offer 

a range of capital grants to improve energy efficiency, and can also offer support and 

information for homeowners to improve their energy efficiency and to communities to 

develop renewable energy schemes and encourage behavioural shift.  

Individual grants options include attic insulation, wall insulation, heating controls, heat 

pumps, solar thermal and solar PV, and there are also options for a One-Stop-Shop 

service of fully funded energy upgrades for eligible homeowners.  

Information and support may be available locally through the Monaghan Sustainable 

Energy Community, which was established in 2020 – www.monaghansec.ie.  

 

  

  

http://www.monaghansec.ie/
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4.4 Environmental and Climate Action Initiatives 
 

Community Climate Action Programme 

The Community Climate Action Programme is a new programme to support small and 

large, rural and urban communities to take climate action at a local level. Monaghan 

County Council is delighted to welcome the announcement by the Minister for 

Environment, Climate and Communications of a new Community Climate Action Fund, 

which will become available to support communities to promote and assist in the scale 

up of community climate action. 

The overall objective of the programme is to shape and build low carbon, sustainable 

communities in a coherent way to contribute to national climate and energy targets. 

Eligible community organisations must: 

• Be not-for-profit. 

• Be located within the boundaries of Monaghan County. 

• Be registered with the Monaghan PPN or be connected with other collectives 

such as The Wheel, Tidy Towns, or be a community group with Articles of 

Association, which hold an AGM with appropriately approved minutes. 

Projects must demonstrate the delivery of national climate action at a local level for 

strand 1 and on a cross-border basis on the island of Ireland for strand 1a. There are 

five programme themes and communities should try to incorporate as many themes as 

possible. The themes are: 

• Home/energy 

• Travel 

• Food and waste 

• Shopping and recycling 

• Local climate and environmental action 

Funding is available for 100% of the project and there are three project sizes eligible: 

- Small scale projects < €20,000 

- Medium scale projects €20,000 to €50,000 

- Large scale projects €51,000 to €100,000 

Several projects will be selected which demonstrate climate action at a local level in 

Monaghan. Local communities will be selected following an Expression of Interest 

phase and will carry-out their direct climate action projects over 18 months. Projects 

can include a suite of measures, not just one specific action. In September 2023 the 

fund had not yet opened for expressions of interest.  

 

Local Authority Waters Programme 

(LAWPRO)  

The Local Authority Waters Programme 

(LAWPRO) is working to identify the issues 

affecting water quality in Ireland. Where 

LAWPRO identifies issues, we collaborate with 

the relevant local authority, public body, and stakeholder to find a solution. Community 

engagement is the cornerstone of this approach to combine local and expert knowledge 

for a better understanding of what’s happening in a local catchment and waterbody. 

Good water quality benefits everybody, it is essential for nature to flourish and our 

economy to thrive. 

The Department of Housing, Local Government, and Heritage funds LAWPRO to 

provide the Community Water Development Fund. This fund supports community 

groups to enhance the quality of local streams, rivers, lakes, and coastal areas. The 
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fund has been in place since 2017, with growing interest year on year. In 2021 

Monaghan Community Partnership and Transition Monaghan both sourced funding 

from the Community Water Development Fund to deliver projects at Lough Muckno. 

LAWPRO may provide the funding and support for the delivery of other water quality 

projects into the future. Funding could be targeted over a number of years for different 

phases of a project, such as feasibility stage, planning and design, followed by 

implementation.   

 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 

SEAI is Ireland's national sustainable energy authority. We work with householders, 

businesses, communities and government to create a cleaner energy future. They offer 

a range of capital grants to improve energy efficiency, and can also offer support and 

information for homeowners to improve their energy efficiency and to communities to 

develop renewable energy schemes and encourage behavioural shift. 

 

Monaghan County Council Small Grants  

Typically small grant opportunities open for applications in Spring each year. The funds 

are usually oversubscribed, and as a result the amounts awarded tend to be smaller 

than requested.  

The Environment Fund is available to Tidy Towns, Residents Groups and Development 

Associations for the maintenance of public areas and open space. A large number of 

groups in Castleblayney benefit form this fund annually.   

The Community Infrastructure Fund is typically 90% funded, and can be used for the 

purchase of equipment or for small infrastructure projects. This funding could be 

considered by groups for enhancement of their local areas, such as planting schemes, 

benches and picnic tables, or other environmental initiatives.   

The Community Enhancement Programme can support slightly larger projects, or could 

be used in the development of plans or proposals with a view to securing other funding 

in the future.   

The Community Environment Action Fund (previously Local Agenda 21) typically funds 

environmental awareness initiatives and projects of up to €1,000.  

 

PEACEPLUS 

A new PEACEPLUS funding programme for the border region will support peace and 

prosperity. While social inclusion will be a key element, the fund can also address 

infrastructural or environmental deficits that have arisen along the border. The 

catchment area for Lough Muckno straddles the border, and this may present 

opportunities for cross-border projects that address water quality issues in both 

jurisdictions in a co-ordinated and integrated way.  

 

 

4.5 Health & Wellbeing 
The delivery of projects for health and wellbeing could cover a broad range of activities, 

from social inclusion and community initiatives, educational and awareness raising 

initiatives, to capital and infrastructural projects to deliver sports equipment and 

facilities. This section identifies some potential sources of funding across these themes.   

 

PEACEPLUS 

A new PEACEPLUS programme will provide funding of €4.5m to County Monaghan to 

support peace and prosperity. Social inclusion is a key element of the plan. An action 

plan will inform how the funding will be spent, however it is likely to include measures 



Castleblayney Community Audit                                       Chapter 4: Potential Funding Streams to Delivery Projects  

50 
 

to enhance and develop community spaces and facilities, and funding for activities and 

events. Due to it’s border location and the legacy of the troubles along the Monaghan/ 

Armagh border, Castleblayney is well placed to be able to apply for funding through 

the upcoming PEACEPLUS programme.  

 

Sports Capital Programme (Infrastructure and Equipment) 

The Sports Capital Programme is the primary vehicle for Government support for the 

development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-

personal sports equipment throughout the country. Its objectives are to: 

- assist voluntary and community organisations, national governing bodies (NGBs) 

of sport, local authorities and Education and Training Boards and schools to 

develop high quality, accessible, safe, well-designed, sustainable facilities in 

appropriate locations and to provide appropriate equipment to help maximise 

participation in sport and physical recreation 

- prioritise the needs of disadvantaged areas and groups (such as people with 

disabilities) in the provision of sports facilities 

- encourage the sharing of sports facilities by clubs, community organisations and 

national governing bodies of sport.  

For projects to be eligible to apply for capital funding for facilities, governance 

structures and relevant permissions and approvals (such as lease agreements/land 

ownership/planning permission, legal agreements) must be in place prior to application. 

Cost estimates are also required. Where Sports Capital Funding is being considered 

for a project, a significant amount of advance planning and design is required.  

 

Healthy Ireland Fund 

Healthy Ireland, ‘A Framework for Improved Health and Wellbeing 2019-

2025’ & ‘Healthy Ireland Strategic Action Plan 2021-2025’ is the national framework for 

action to improve the health and wellbeing of Ireland over the coming generation. Pobal 

administer this fund on behalf of the Department of Health. 

In 2016, the Government approved the creation of a Healthy Ireland Fund to establish 

and support the implementation of Healthy Ireland programmes and projects in a 

variety of settings. There have been three rounds of the Healthy Ireland Fund. The 

current round, Round 3 is in progress until the end of December 2021, with plans 

underway for a new round of funding expected to commence in 2022. 

The primary aim of the Fund is to support innovative, cross-sectoral, evidence-based 

projects and initiatives that support the implementation of key national policies in areas 

such as obesity, smoking, alcohol, physical activity and sexual health. 

Healthy Ireland funding has been allocated across two Strands, Strand 1 focuses on 

the delivery of local initiatives and Strand 2 funds national actions.  

 

Monaghan Sports Partnership 

Monaghan Sports Partnership aims to increase the number of people participating in 

sport, exercise and physical activity in County Monaghan. In achieving this mission we 

will place particular focus on activity programmes that target young people, teenage 

girls, women, people with disabilities, minority groups and older people. Funding and 

resources may be provided to subsidise or organise sports activities and programmes 

locally, and Monaghan Sports Partnership will work with local groups to deliver 

activities locally where a need is identified.  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e8f9b1-healthy-ireland-framework-2019-2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e8f9b1-healthy-ireland-framework-2019-2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/441c8-healthy-ireland-strategic-action-plan-2021-2025/
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Monaghan County Council Small Grants  

Typically small grant opportunities open for applications in Spring each year. The funds 

are usually oversubscribed, and as a result the amounts awarded tend to be smaller 

than requested.  

The Community Development Fund grant is 100% funded, and can be used to run 

events and activities. 

The Community Infrastructure Fund is typically 90% funded, and can be used for the 

purchase of equipment or for small infrastructure projects.  

The Community Enhancement Programme can support slightly larger projects, or could 

be used in the development of plans or proposals with a view to securing other funding 

in the future.   

 

 

4.6 Enterprise & Employment 
 

While there are wider supports available for larger Enterprises through the IDA and Enterprise 

Ireland, for the purposes of this report we have focused on local supports available to new or 

small businesses.  

 

Monaghan Local Enterprise Office 

Monaghan Local Enterprise Office (LEO) provides a full information and advisory 

service to new and existing entrepreneurs on all aspects of setting up and running a 

business. It offers a range of services and grant support, including; 

- The provision of business information and advice; 

- Business skills training; 

- Mentoring support; 

- Financial assistance; 

- Management Development Programmes; 

- Cross Border and All Island Trade Programmes. 

The LEO Monaghan serves as a "first stop shop" to provide support and services for 

those looking to start, grow and develop a business in County Monaghan.  The office 

also acts as an information source and referral point for all state enterprise agencies 

and for other initiatives, providing information on enterprise incentives, business 

structures, taxation, regulatory obligations, workspace, market research, planning, etc. 

 

Castleblayney Community Enterprise CLG 

Castleblayney Community Enterprise’s primary aim is to actively engage in community 

development activities whereby the economic, social, cultural and educational well-

being of the Community is enhanced. They can support enterprise and employment by 

providing training opportunities, office and room hire and hot desking facilities. They 

run Castleblayney Enterprise Centre and are developing a new purpose built centre at 

The Ridge on the McGrath Road (due to open in 2022).   

 

LEADER Funding 

The LEADER programme can support enterprise projects, typically providing up to 50% 

of funding for eligible rural enterprise projects. The LEADER Team can provide advice 

to any business wishing to access LEADER supports or funding and can be contacted 

through Monaghan Integrated Development Ltd. A new LEADER programme and set 

of objectives for the period 2023-2027 will become operational in late 2023.  
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SICAP Programme  

Monaghan Integrated Development Ltd., based in Drumillard, Castleblayney, runs the 

Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP). SICAP is the 

governments Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme.  It aims to tackle 

poverty, social exclusion and long-term unemployment through local engagement and 

partnership between disadvantaged individuals, community organisations and public 

sector agencies. Through the SICAP Programme, unemployed individuals who are 

considering starting a new business can get support and advice, including help to;  

• Explore a business idea;  

• Access relevant enterprise training;  

• Apply for the Back to Work Enterprise Allowance. 

• Explore the reality of self-employment. 

This initiative could support the development of new businesses in Castleblayney that 

could enhance and add to the fabric of the town.  
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5.0 Developing the Community Audit 
Significant amounts and a wide variety of funding is available for communities to deliver 

services and facilities at local level. To be able to deliver projects, community groups need to 

scope and plan works required in their area. In Castleblayney, while a lot of work has taken 

place in developing targeted, high profile projects, particularly by Monaghan County Council, 

there is no framework or plan in place for the community and voluntary sector.  

 

The concept of a Community Audit was first proposed by Castleblayney Tidy Towns at a 

Castleblayney Regeneration Meeting in February 2021. The proposed audit was to be delivered 

by volunteers from within the local community, ensuring the audit would maintain a community 

focus. The audit received the support of the Regeneration Committee, and work started to 

commence delivery.  

 

A committee of volunteers was formed to develop the audit and a management structure was 

agreed. A major part of the audit was the ‘Community Survey’, and the committee wanted as 

many people as possible who live, work or spend time in Castleblayney to participate in the 

survey. The survey was looking for people’s views on a range of issues, including 

Castleblayney Town, Health & Wellbeing, and Lough Muckno, and a lot of work was pit into 

engaging with local stakeholders and leaders to ensure buy in and support – this is described 

in Section 5.2.  

 

The purpose of this Community Audit is to provide a framework local groups and voluntary 

organisations can refer to when planning their work and future projects. It provides an insight 

into the wants and needs of the local community and allow local groups to identify opportunities 

for community to feed into the development of Castleblayney, ensuring the needs of the 

community can be met in the most timely and efficient way, and also promoting the community’s 

voice in the development of those projects.  

 

 

5.1 Overview of the Management Committee 
A first meeting to introduce the concept of the audit to potential stakeholders was held on the 

18th March 2021. As this process commenced during the Covid-19 restrictions, this meeting 

and subsequent meetings were held via Zoom. 11 people attended. From this meeting an Audit 

Committee was formed, and the first meeting of the audit committee was held on the 22nd March 

2021. 3 phases were proposed in delivering the community audit; Scoping, Delivering the 

Community Surveys, Writing the Audit Report.  

 

A team structure was proposed to deliver the audit;  

- Management Committee, comprised of representatives of the key groups involved in 

the delivery of the audit. These groups included Castleblayney Tidy Towns, 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee, Castleblayney Enterprise Centre, Iontas and 

Muckno Community Partnership. Pat Merrick was appointed as Chairperson.  

- Core Project Team, responsible for delivering the majority of the work, the core team 

comprised data analysts, SurveyMonkey support, community liaison team and 

publicity.  

- Wider Support Network, which included community groups/organisations who would 

promote and encourage participation in the community survey through their own group 

networks, community champions from foreign national communities, translators, people 

to digitise hardcopy surveys, and school liaisons.   
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5.2 Stakeholder Engagement 
Once in place, the Community Liaison Team approached representatives of as many local 

groups and organisations as possible to get feedback for the development of a community 

survey. An information note, shown below, was prepared to introduce the survey to these 

groups, which included responses to the type of Frequently Asked Questions that were 

expected to be raised;  

An Overview of the planned Castleblayney Community Audit 

24th March 2021 

‘Castleblayney Tidy Towns are currently working alongside other community organisations to 

develop a Community Audit for Castleblayney.  

It is hoped that this audit will give us an invaluable insight into the wants and needs of the local 

community. The results of the Survey will be collated into a Community Audit Report, which can 

be used to support and provide backup for funding applications and projects in the town.  

A major part of the audit will be a ‘Community Survey’, and we want as many people as possible 

to participate in the survey. We are currently developing the survey questionnaire, and once 

ready we plan to promote and publicise it and make sure as many people as possible complete 

it. 

We also want to ensure community groups are given an opportunity to feed into the Community 

Audit - we will need the support of Community Groups and Organisations to promote the survey 

and encourage their members to fill in and share the survey. We also want to be sure we ask 

the right questions in the survey, and by understanding what your Group/Organisation is 

planning or the challenges you are facing, we may be able to include some questions that will 

support your work.  

We would appreciate if you could fill in the form below before Friday 2nd April. The information 

provided will be used in developing the Community Audit. 

https://forms.gle/p1DyP3VaLQNBzCWA9 

FAQs:  

What is the Castleblayney Community? 

We think the Castleblayney Community includes everyone who lives, works or accesses 

services and amenities in the town. The Community includes business owners, traders, 

property owners and tenants. It is the older people, families and young children who shop, visit 

and spend time in Castleblayney. It is the people who live in the urban area, and the people 

who live in the rural communities and areas who consider Castleblayney to be ‘their town’.   

Who is leading the Audit? 

This Community Audit is intended to represent the whole of the Castleblayney Community. A 

Management Committee has been established to oversee the audit – representatives of 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee, Castleblayney Tidy Towns, Muckno Community 

Partnership, the Enterprise Centre and Iontas sit on the Management Committee. Pat Merrick 

is the Chairman of the Committee.    

Who is doing the Audit? 

The Audit is being delivered by volunteers across a broad range of organisations in 

Castleblayney. There is no funding to deliver this audit, and all of our volunteers are giving of 

their time and skills freely.  

Who will benefit from the Audit? 

We hope the whole Community of Castleblayney will benefit from this audit. Once published, 

the Audit Report will be publicly available, and can be used by any individuals, groups or 

organisations to assess the needs of the Community, to identify projects, and to support funding 

applications or requests for support. 

What is a Community Survey? 

https://forms.gle/p1DyP3VaLQNBzCWA9
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A major part of the Audit Report will be made up of feedback we get directly from the people 

within the Castleblayney Community. We will get this feedback by undertaking a Community 

Survey. We plan to use ‘SurveyMonkey’ as the basis for the survey, and people will answer a 

range of questions online.  

Provision will be made for people who do not have internet access or cannot do an online 

survey. Responses and feedback received through the survey will be anonymous. 

The results of the survey will then be presented in the Audit Report in the form of graphs, 

statistics, analysis or observations.’  

 

72 responses were received to a questionnaire, which asked;  

• What key Challenges are facing your group/organisation? 

• Is your group planning any projects? Can we ask any questions in the community 

survey that might help the project? 

• Are there any questions you would like us to ask the Castleblayney Community in this 

survey? 

Consideration was also given to liaising with the business community, however given the range 

and broad types of businesses represented in Castleblayney it was felt any potential feedback 

may be too broad to be applicable to the community audit.  

 

At one of the group meetings, representatives of foreign national communities were invited and 

ways to engage the foreign national community were discussed. The survey was to be 

translated using Google Translate into two other languages to encourage non-english speakers 

to engage.  

 

A separate secondary schools survey was also proposed to ensure the voice of young people 

could be targeted. The Community Audit Committee also included school liaison officers, who 

liaised with teachers in the school to have the survey promoted.  

 

 

5.3 Developing the Questionnaire 
Once stakeholder group feedback was received, the team developing the survey questionnaire 

considered the comments made. Questions for inclusion in the community survey had been 

proposed by the stakeholder groups, including;  

• A number of groups wanted to ask if community members wanted to get involved in 

their activities. The inclusion of this question was considered by the committee. It would 

require the person to provide their name and contact details, which would then need to 

be passed on to 3rd parties, which introduced data protection challenges. Instead a 

question was asked on the best way to communicate with the community (Q34). It was 

felt the responses to this question may assist such groups in communicating with target 

groups.  

• Some were very specific questions relating to specific events/activities or 

organisations. Where appropriate, these questions were rephrased to provide a more 

general response relevant to a wider number of groups/activities.  

• Some questions asked opinions of people. Due to the length of the survey, and the 

difficulty in analysing and using such information in the audit report, the number of 

subjective questions had to be minimised.  

 

Questions from similar community surveys undertaken for other community audits in Oram 

(Oram Community Plan 2018), Newbliss (Newbliss Community Plan 2018) and Doohamlet 

(Doohamlet Community Audit 2006) were considered, as well as questions posed in a Labour 

Party Town Survey in April 2021. Draft surveys were circulated among the committee for 
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comment, and the community survey was finalised and launched on the 27th May 2021. It 

includes 43 questions under 4 separate headings, and was estimated to take 10 minutes to 

complete online.   

 

The main format for the community survey was an online survey using SurveyMonkey. This 

method allowed immediate collection and digitisation of the results, ready for analysis and 

presentation.  

 

It was acknowledged that not everyone had the resources or digital literacy skills to complete 

an online survey, and hardcopy surveys were also made available in Castleblayney Shopping 

Centre. The hardcopy survey was printed at a larger font size (Arial, size 12 font) to cater for 

older people or this with visual impairments.  

 

A copy of the general survey is included in 

. A separate school survey, with questions was also developed and rolled out using 

SurveyMonkey. A copy of this survey is also included in APPENDIX C – School Survey.  

. 

 

5.4 Promoting the Survey 
The general survey was finalised by the sub-committee in May 2021 and the survey was 

launched on the 17th May 2021 and ran for 4 weeks. Hardcopy versions of the survey were 

made available at Castleblayney Post Office.  

 

The survey was promoted through the community group links that had been established and 

through Facebook pages. A press release was published in the Northern Standard, and the 

Chairperson of the audit group was interviewed on Northern Sound.  

 

 

Figure 8; Samples of the posters/images used to promote the Survey online and around the town 



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                           Chapter 5: Developing the Community Audit  

57 
 

Castleblayney Community Survey - Press Release, May 2021 

‘Castleblayney Tidy Towns are currently working alongside other community organisations to 

develop a Community Audit for Castleblayney. It is hoped that this audit will give an invaluable 

insight into the wants and needs of the local community, and will allow groups to identify and 

plan projects that can benefit as many people as possible.  

As there is no funding to deliver this audit, a committee of almost 20 volunteers has been formed 

to develop the project. A major part of the audit will be a ‘Community Survey’, and the committee 

wants as many people as possible who live, work or spend time in Castleblayney to participate 

in the survey. The survey is looking for people’s views on a range of issues, including 

Castleblayney Town, Health & Wellbeing, and Lough Muckno. ‘We consider the Castleblayney 

Community to be everyone who lives, works or accesses services and amenities in the town. 

The Community includes business owners, traders, property owners and tenants. It is the older 

people, families and young children who shop, visit and spend time in Castleblayney. It is the 

people who live in the urban area, and the people who live in the rural communities and areas 

who consider Castleblayney to be their town’, said Pat Merrick, Chairperson of the Committee, 

‘and we want all of them to share their views with us through this survey.  

The survey has been developed by representatives from a range of organisations in 

Castleblayney, with input from over 72 local community groups and organisations considered 

when developing the questions. ‘There has been a huge local support for the proposed audit to 

date, and it reflects the very strong community spirit that exists in Castleblayney. On behalf of 

the committee I want to thank everyone who has been involved so far and who has given of 

their time and skills freely. We also want to thank the Municipal District of Carrickmacross-

Castleblayney for their support’ said Pat Merrick, Chairperson of the Audit Committee.  

The results of the Survey will be collated into a Community Audit Report, which can be used to 

inform and provide backup for funding applications and projects that can benefit the whole town. 

Once published, the Audit Report will be made publicly available to be used by any individuals, 

groups or organisations to assess the needs of the Community. 

The Survey can be completed throughout the month of May, and is available online through 

SurveyMonkey; https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJSQKDC. Links to the survey will be 

shared widely via social media and by email, and everyone is asked to tag friends or pass the 

link on anyone who may be interested in participating.  

Paper copies of the survey are also to be made available in Castleblayney Post Office for 

people who do not have access to the internet or who cannot use online technology. The 

committee will also be making special efforts to get foreign nationals and migrants to 

Castleblayney to participate and share their views, as well as organising a separate survey for 

secondary school students.’ 

Press release issued to local papers and radio.  

 

In total 458 Community Surveys were returned, including 10 no. hardcopy surveys which were 

digitised for analysis with all other survey returns. While this is a smaller representation than 

originally hoped for, it compares favourably with a recent survey relating to the development of 

the Courthouse, and described in Section 4.3.4 in the Castleblayney Town Public Realm and 

Economic Plan 2019. That survey had 460 responses and was regarded as highly successful.  

 

Many of the surveys returned for this community survey would have been returned by 

representatives of households, who responded on behalf of all of the members of their 

household.  

  

A separate secondary schools survey with 25 questions was also developed to ensure the voice 

of young people could be targeted. The Community Audit Committee also included school 

liaison officers, who liaised with teachers in the school to have the survey promoted. 57 people 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?r=show&d=1416&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FBJSQKDC&t=2d3c50d5321a5223e3374ea424300f2ac9fbad13
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participated in the schools questionnaire, although the response rate per question was a lot 

lower than that. The results of the Community Survey and School Survey are detailed in 

sections 6 & 7 of this report.  

 

5.5 Access to the Results 
The survey results were compiled through the SurveyMonkey website, and have been 

downloaded to Excel format. As the results of the survey are anonymous. The data can be 

made to others upon request for further analysis or investigation. Requests should be made to 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee.  
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6.0 The Results of the Community Survey 2021 
 

In total 458 Community Surveys were returned, including 10 no. hardcopy surveys which were 

digitised for analysis with all other survey returns. The results presented here reflect the 

responses received, although minor modifications have been made to improve 

reading/understanding, remove references that could identify individuals and remove 

inappropriate content or irrelevant content (such as comments like ‘Nothing to add’ or ‘No 

suggestions’). One respondent also had a big love of coleslaw and a repeated desire to see 

more coleslaw around the town…. This person can rest assured that their comments have been 

kept on the record to be considered by community groups developing projects into the future! 

 

6.1 Part 1; General Information 
 

Q1 - Gender 
455 people responded to this question. 61% of respondents were female. 38% were male. 1% 

of respondents identified as non-binary or preferred not to disclose their gender.  

 

 
 

Over 60% of respondents to the survey were female, suggesting engaging women in surveys 

and information gathering exercises is easier than engaging men.  

 

Q2 – Age 
The survey deliberately targeted adults – a separate school survey was developed targeted at 

teenagers. As the survey was undertaken online using SurveyMonkey, it was recognised that 

some cohorts of the population may not have access to digital media, or may not be computer 

literate. For this reason hardcopies of the survey were printed out and made available at the 

Post Office in the centre of Castleblayney. Members of the Audit Committee also directly 

approached some older members of the community to ask them to complete hardcopy surveys. 

10 hardcopy surveys were returned, the results of which were then digitised and included in the 

overall survey responses. The age profile of the respondents was as follows;   
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Age group of Respondents % 

Under 18 1% 

18-24 4% 

25-34 16% 

35-44 25% 

45-54 27% 

55-64 16% 

65-74 9% 

75 or older 1% 

Prefer not to say 1% 

 

 

Q3 – Nationality 
Despite concerted efforts to engage representatives of foreign communities in Castleblayney, 

of the 423 respondents to this question, an overwhelming majority (96%) were Irish, Northern 

Irish, Irish of foreign descent, or had dual citizenship.  

 

Five of the respondents were British or American, meaning English was their first language.  

 

A further 12 respondents were of other nationalities which would not typically use English as a 

first language.  

 

Nationality Number 

Irish / Northern Irish / Dual citizenship (including Irish Indian, Irish Sri 

Lankan and Irish English) 

405 

English / British  3 

USA 3 

Latvian 2 

Romanian 2 

Polish 2 

Other nationalities (Croatian, Finnish-Nigerian, French, Icelandic, 

Indian, Russian)  

6 

TOTAL Respondents to this question 423 

 

In the 2016 census (Section 2.3 of this report), 33% of the population in the Castleblayney 

urban area was recorded as foreign nationals, and 19% of the Castleblayney Town population 

was recorded as foreign nationals. Despite attempting to engage representatives with links to 

foreign national communities when developing the survey, in the community survey only 4% of 

the respondents to this question identified as foreign nationals. No Lithuanians appear to have 

undertaken the survey, despite significant numbers of Lithuanians being recorded in the 2016 

census. It was disappointing that the survey responses were not more reflective of the foreign 

nationals living in Castleblayney.  

 

Failure of the survey to engage those communities may reflect difficulties in engaging the 

foreign national community, such as foreign nationals being isolated from Irish daily life and not 

having their voices heard as a result, or perhaps it reflects a mentality of some migrant workers 

that they are residing in Castleblayney on a temporary basis and they do not wish to settle or 

become integrated into the community.  
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Q4 – Where do you live 
Respondents to this question were given a range of areas to choose from. 450 people 

answered this question.  

 

Location % Number 

Castleblayney Town Centre 
7% 

 

32 

Conabury  
5% 

 

22 

Coill Darach/Rosevale/Ard na Lorgan/Blaeberry Walk area  6%* 30* 

Bree/Thorndale/Killycard Manor  4% 16 

The Crescent/Crescent Hill/Killycard/Laurel Hill  7% 33 

Monaghan Road/Drumillard Area  7% 33 

Shercock Road/Blackhill  
7% 

 

30 

Oram Road/Keady Road Area  7% 32 

Dublin Road/Dundalk Road Area  12% 52 

Rural Area/Village around Castleblayney  32%* 143* 

I don’t live near Castleblayney  6%* 27* 

TOTAL Respondents to this question 100% 450 

* Minor corrections were made to the raw data to ensure consistency across responses, for 

example respondents who answered ‘I don’t live near Castleblayney’, but listed their address 

as Annyalla where re-labelled as ‘Rural Area/Village around Castleblayney’.  

 

7% of people live within the town centre. Of those respondents, 3 (9%) identified themselves 

as being foreign nationals).  

 

Based on the survey responses, a further 55% of respondents (247 people) are estimated to 

live within the Castleblayney Town area, typically within a 1-2km distance of Castleblayney 

(Conabury, Coill Darach/Rosevale/Ard na Lorgan/Blaeberry Walk area, 

Bree/Thorndale/Killycard Manor, The Crescent/Crescent Hill/Killycard/Laurel Hill, Monaghan 

Road/Drumillard Area, Shercock Road/Blackhill, Oram Road/Keady Road Area, Dublin 

Road/Dundalk Road Area). Of these respondents, approximately 7% were foreign nationals.  

 

Combined with the Town centre population, almost 280 people (62% of respondents) are 

assumed to live within the Castleblayney Town Area. 

 

32% of respondents identified as living in the rural hinterland of Castleblayney. This is a 

significant response rate as the survey was focused on the town of Castleblayney, and it shows 

the strong attachment the rural community have to their local town.  

 

6% of respondents did not live near Castleblayney, but clearly felt strongly enough about the 

town to take the time to complete the survey.  
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6.2 Part 2; Castleblayney Town 

 

Q5 - Now or prior to Covid, do you or did you regularly use public transport in 

Castleblayney? (for example, once a month or more)  
391 respondents answered this question, however respondents could choose more than 1 

answer. As Castleblayney has no rail line, public transport is only available by bus. 80% of 

respondents do not use public transport regularly. Of those who do use public transport, Bus 

Eireann is the most popular public transport option.  

 

 
 

 

Q6 - Is public transport adequate in Castleblayney? 
390 people responded to this question, with almost 40% answering ‘No’ and a further 41% 

answering ‘I don’t know’.  
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Respondents were given the opportunity to comment, and the following responses were 

received; 

- Annyalla to Castleblayney is very poor 
- Bus Eireann timetable very unreliable. Missed many college exams which I had to pay 

hundreds to repeat as the bus was over an hour late resulting in me also missing the train 
to Maynooth.  

- buses always late into castleblayney,  
- Buses are dearly on time and don’t respect customers that have to catch connecting bus 

train or flight 
- Cannot rely on bus eireann at all  
- I know the CIE service does not run to the timetable and is unreliable 
- I used to use public transport and on more than one occasion the bus decided not to come 

in to Castleblayney even when it was scheduled to. So I no longer count in it . 
- Lack of taxi services. No taxi rank 
- Limited routes and times and frequent long delays 
- More buses to different parts and the railway should be reopened  
- Needs more to dundalk, monaghan etc.  
- Never any taxi's  

- Never even a taxi never mind regular buses 
- No bus to Dundalk apart from college bus.  
- No routes from Doohamlet  
- No taxi service 
- No, Mc Connons is the only reliable bus. The only place I went was Dublin, sometimes I 

would go to Carrick to get the Collin's bus, was so comfortable, on time and adorable. 
- Not locally, nor is the bus eireann. Commonly unreliable time wise and expensive for a 

poor service, that’s the reason I started using McConnon’s busses 
- not reliable 
- Not sufficient to enable individuals to access other towns and villages    
- Not sure  
- Public transport unreliable and infrequent. Bus Eireann regularly skips the town. Long 

intervals between bus times. Dundalk is poorly serviced; for example, only one bus to 
Dundalk at 8 am. Price of tickets on any bus is too high. 

- Services to airport really unreliable 
- The airport Bus Eireann is late most days. Worrying if you have a plane to catch. 

- The regular daily bus schedule from Armagh to Blayney has been cancelled. There's only 
bus between the two & it's a school bus leaving Armagh at 4.05pm & the return bus from 
Blayney leaves at 5.05pm! 

- Would love a more frequent service, similar to Collins in carrickmacoss. 

Reliability and frequency were the most common comments, with many also noting the lack of 

an accessible taxi service in Castleblayney.  

 

Q7 - How do you normally get to Castleblayney Town Centre? 
393 people responded to this question. Of the responses; 

• 85% (332 respondents) travel by car 

• 14% (54 people) walk 

• 1% (4 people) travel by bus 

• 0.5% (2 people) get a lift/taxi.  

• Only 1 person cycles 
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Further analysis of the responses received was undertaken;  

- Of the 32 respondents who identified as living in the town centre, 17 walk and 9 travel by 

car.  

- Of the 280 respondents who are thought to live within the Castleblayney Urban Area, 66% 

normally travel by car, 19% walk, 1% travel by bus and less than 1% cycle.    

- An analysis of the age-profile of respondents showed a general trend across all age 

categories to travel by car (more than 80% across all age categories). The highest 

percentage of those walking to the town centre were among 18-24 year olds (17%) and 

65-74 year olds (19%), with on average only 13% of respondents aged between 25-64 

walking.  

 

Q8. When you drive to town, where do you prefer to park?  
382 responses were received to this question, however some respondents gave multiple 

answers. This question showed a clear preference among people to park in the Glencarn 

Carpark (the largest carparking area available in town) and on-street.   

• 197 selected Glencarn Shopping Centre.  

• 195 On-Street.  

• 39 Council Carpark (opposite Upper Commons) 

• 17 Lower Commons (Old Coach Inn) 

• 14 Upper Commons (Beside old Fire Station) 

 

Of the 39 respondents to this question aged 65 or older, 49% advised they usually park in the 

Glencarn carpark, 23% advised they usually park on-street, and 18% advised they either park 

in the Glencarn shopping centre or on-street.  
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Q9 - Are you aware of the pedestrian shortcut between Main Street and the Council 

car park?  (the Council car park is behind Bank of Ireland/opposite upper commons)? 
 

This question was included as there is a perceived lack of use of the Council Car Park, despite 

its close proximity and convenient access to shops and businesses on Main Street West. It was 

thought the lack of use of this carpark may be due to local people being unaware of the 

pedestrian access to Main Street, however the survey clearly showed that people are aware of 

the facility, with over 92% of the 394 respondents stating they were aware of it, and almost 8% 

responding ‘No’  

 
 

Q10 - Would you welcome more pedestrian/cycling access/shortcuts around the town? 
Further to question 9 above, this question was included to determine whether additional 

pedestrian/cycle links might result in increased walking/cycling and sustainable journeys. 384 

people responded, with over 85% of people responding ‘Yes’.  

  

 
 

Across all age profiles, typically 80-90% of respondents supported the creation of new links, 

with the 75+ age group the only age profile where there was 50% in favour and 50% against 

the idea.  
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Respondents were given the opportunity to comment, and a mix of positive negative comments 

were received;  

- A wet country need to park near shops that’s reason to go into town not for a pleasant 

walk. Go to Island for that. 

- Yes, but not to the detriment of driving/ car access to my home.  

- Cycle route through the town would be helpful 

- Footpaths need to be extended out Dundalk and Carrick roads. Cycle lanes needed all 

around the town.  

- I am an avid cyclist and it is very necessary in and around Castleblayney to have more 

proper cycle lanes for cyclists safety .  

- I love these! 

- If done properly and consequence for those not road worthy on bikes 

- In and out of town boundaries puts me and kids off cycling into town it’s very dangerous. 

- It would be great. 

- Leave cars alone, when wages are high enough will get electric hybrid  

- monaghan rd to armagh rd 

- more pedestrian shortcuts between mcgrath road and main st 

- Yes. There is no cycle lane on main street 

- Pedestrian Cycle corridor  

- Pedestrianised on either the road to the front of or behind Market House 

- Provided bollards or other measures are put in place to stop cars parking on footpaths 

and cycling lanes 

- Some pavements are very narrow making passing with distance difficult without going 

onto the roadway 

- Street narrow enough as it is and just want to nip in and out 

- Too many cars on the roads in/around town.  No incentive to walk/cycle. School traffic 

is atrocious every day. People drive to work/school when they live a few minutes from 

their destination. Larger towns like Dundalk have regular town bus services. This would 

be good for people without transport in the estates/areas outside of town  

- Too much emphasis on cycling / walking; cars are essential, despite government policy 

to penalise drivers 

- Unnecessary  

- Would like to see less cars on Main Street. 

- Would love a safe cycling route around the town. I’m aware of the new cycle lane on 

Monaghan Rd to Glencarn which is great but I would like to see it go further.  
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10. Would you welcome more pedestrian/cycling access/shortcuts 
around the town?

Yes No
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- Would only welcome them if they didn't impact the existing roads cycle lanes would 

make driving more dangerous in the town as narrower lanes  

- Yes but it would have to be safe and easy. Especially from all the estates beyond Our 

Ladies to the park.  

- A complete loop of some sort would be great 

 

 

Q11 - What is needed to make it easier and more pleasant to walk around and shop in 

the town centre? (Please select your top 3 below) 
Of the responses received to this question, the largest support went to providing ‘more seats 

and benches’, followed by ‘reducing on-street parking to make space for street cafes and 

market stalls’ and then ‘reduce the dominance of cars and trucks in the town’.  

 

 
 

Where respondents chose ‘Other’, they were given the option of specifying a response. These 

responses are listed below. Notably, 7 of the 52 responses refer specifically to traders/business 

owners/staff parking on the main street and preventing others from parking.   

- Automatic doors and ramps for wheelchairs,  

- Better quality footpaths not wider 

- Back lanes 

- Clean footpaths, a lot of time there is glass on the footpaths  

- Create more footpaths and have more selection of stores in town 

- Develop side streets/alleyways for smaller shops/ cafes for pedestrians. Less parking 

on Main Street, more parking in accessible areas, improved street lighting from traffic 

lights to Market House, make town centre living more attractive, attract more shops to 

open so there s more variety of shops not gambling places, take heavy traffic out of 

town centre (this is vital). 

- Don't see need for reducing on street parking 

What is needed to make it easier and more pleasant to walk around and 
shop in the town centre? (Respondents could choose up to 3 options)

Wider, better quality footpaths (108 'votes')

Reduce the dominance of cars and trucks in the
town (125 'votes')

Reduce on-street parking to make more space
for pedestrians (70 'votes')

 Reduce on-street parking to make space for
street cafes and shop/market stalls (172 'votes')

Turn some areas into pedestrian zones (96
'votes')

More seats and benches (188 'votes')

Other - See comments below (55 'votes')
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- Flowers outdoor visuals  

- Foot paths maintained clean 

- Footpaths reaching further out of town on all roads  

- Get the Shop owners to stop parking outside their Shops  

- Good shops and houses less empty buildings  

- I am more afraid driving on the Main Street than walking people always double park 

pedestrians always cross wherever the like I’m surprised more people are not knocked 

down that’s my biggest fear of the way the Main Street is set up, hitting another vehicle 

or knocking someone down. 

- I have a problem with shop owners and employees parking  on the street long term no 

car spaces for shoppers  

- I notice that some shop owners park on main street taking up room for shoppers.  Can't 

understand this. 

- It wouldn't be viable to pedestrianise Main Street as town is not busy enough 

- Less clutter from shops and signs from shops sitting out on footpaths  

- Less dog poo on the streets.  

- Main street is a public roadway and should not be made narrower or closed off -plenty 

of other places in town for a 'pleasant walk' most people park on main street to 

shop/bank/doctors etc usually raining at that.  

- More bins for dog litter 

- More bins for dog mess 

- More flowers and seats 

- More green space in town centre  

- More parking options 

- More plants and shrubs 

- More plants, flowers and pedestrian zones 

- More retail outlets 

- More rubbish bins 

- More traffic wardens. 

- Muckno street should be one way 

- No seats in green area in Thorndale 

- None of above need to park near shops in wet country otherwise will shop elsewhere , 

town too small for any of above  

- Not interested in other options 

- One way at big Tom statue  

- Open shops and business. The Main Street is like a ghost estate.  

- Outdoor dining  

- Public toilets 

- Reduce amount of businesses parking on street to leave place for people to shop etc 

- Reduce rates on business that is there.  

- Reduce the amount of dog waste it has gotten so bad since Covid! Love to see a 

designated zone or age friendly for older people  

- Shop keepers not taking up parking spaces 

- Shopkeepers not taking up all the parking spaces that discourages people from 

bothering just as easy to drive to Dunnes and get it there especially when you have 

small kids 

- Stop cars and trucks parking on footpaths. 

- Stop the traders parking on Main Street in front of their shops  

- The footpaths can be really bad for wheelchair users & prams especially when cars & 

vans park by obstructing the footpath especially outside the Hope Arms 

- The town hall & castle could be turned into something 
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- Trees and flowers/ even surfaces of paths/ shop door  covering or awning so you can 

step under to put mask on and remove hood  without getting wet/ clearer parking lines 

- Unsure if I agree with an of the options above.  I would use Carrick as a precedent as 

there is a sense of comfort walking through the town, but of course they have a wider 

street. Increasing the pedestrian areas/reducing the parking on the main street 

between the roundabout and lights seems logical, the rest of the street the parking 

works quite well. Unless parking spaces become spaces of rest for people instead of 

cars? 

- Wages to buy electric cars 

- We need to turn our town into one way traffic only  

- Weekly outdoor or indoor market with stands 

- While the new murals are lovely, the town itself feels dirty, grimey, and ugly. I walk 

everyday, I walk in town to shops at least 3-4 times a week, and I see it up close. It is 

not pleasant, and I am not sure more bins would help. People have to use them. I've 

seen plantings destroyed by the next day. It is rough. 

 

Q12 - Do you support 'Greening' of the Town Centre? E.g. environmental initiatives like; 

encouraging sustainable transport, more trees, shrubs and flowers, energy saving initiatives. 

Of the 390 responses to this question, the overwhelming majority (97%) were in favour, with 

3% against. Opposition to greening the town centre came from younger age profiles, with 100% 

of respondents to this question aged 45 and above answering Yes.  

 
An analysis of the responses by age profile was undertaken, which showed opposition to 

greening the town centre within the Community Survey came from younger age groups.  
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Q13 - If yes, would you support? (please tick) 
389 respondents replied to this question, with planting and biodiversity initiatives receiving the 

most support (352 replied Yes to planting more shrubs and trees, and 342 replied Yes to 

biodiversity projects), although there was large support for the provision of more Electric Vehicle 

Charging Points (297 people replied Yes). The option to ‘Prioritise pedestrians and cyclists’ was 

the most divisive option, with 268 people choosing ‘Yes’, but with a further 48 people (17%) 

saying they did not know, and 40 people (11%) responding ‘No’ to this question.  

 

The chart below shows people in favour of each option in Green, those who answered ‘I don’t 

know’ in Amber, and those who answered ‘No’ to each option in Red.  

 
 

Respondents were given the chance to comment in relation to this question. 11 responses were 

received; 

- A ban on petrol/diesel generators at annual street events. It’s off putting going into a 

street full of them the island has a voice shop and it uses a smoky generator for power 

and it’s going straight into the trees and wildlife and walkers lungs. 

- Business owners shouldn’t be allowed park there cars all day outside their shops! It 

puts me off going in as can’t get parking 

- Coleslaw bending machine (sic) 

- Get rid of japanese knotweed, children's play areas, veg, herb gardens 

- More bins. Current bins are very small and very far apart. 

- More cycle friendly facilities, secure lock up & pump facilities 

- More parking on main street please 

- More picnic areas outdoor dining 

- Need more charge points 
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- Sadly, a lot of trees have been cut down around the old golf course area and flowers 

are regularly plucked and thrown on the road.  

- We have an EV, no longer use the one charge point because it costs too much. We 

charge at home. For those passing through, we could get more business in Blayney by 

having a Fast Charge point at a rest stop like Circle K 

 

 

Q14 - Do you feel the town is generally well looked after? 
389 people responded to this question, with 47% answering Yes and 53% answering No.  

 

 

Q15 - If no, is it because there are:  
Following on from Q14 about whether the town was generally well looked after, people were 

asked why the town did not look well looked after. 276 people responded to this question. 4 

options were given, and respondents could choose more than 1 response.  

 

The majority of responses reflected that there are a large number of vacant properties in the 

town, and this detracts from the appearance of the town. Dog faeces and litter were the next 

most common issues, with 45 people choosing ‘Other’ reasons the town did not look well looked 

after.  

 

 

Not enough litter 
bins 
20%

Dog faeces on 
footpath 

27%

Properties looking 
rundown 

44%

Other? 
9%

Why does the town not look well looked 
after?
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Respondents also had the opportunity to specify what the other reasons were, and the answers 

received were as follows; 

- Big problem with dog faeces but town is looked after well 

- Cars and trucks parked on footpaths makes it look messy and you can't see some nice 

features. 

- Court house the castle  

- Disgraceful how our historical buildings have been neglected all through the years, not 

enough investment down through the years by the Council in our town compared to 

Carrickmacross , derelict buildings should not be allowed to remain idle, there should 

be a charge put on them.  

- Empty rundown buildings  

- Empty, rundown buildings esp West St/Muckno St, Castle, Market House and Hope 

Arms 

- General air of neglect about the town. There's only so much flowers or murals can do! 

Litter, too many cars, footpaths overgrown and uneven in parts, empty and dilapidated 

buildings, empty shops on main street, empty spaces above shops, court house, castle, 

annex and hope arms lying empty when they could be focal points for tourism 

- glass on footpaths  

- Glass on the footpath  

- Height barriers everywhere present a hostile atmosphere to visitors 

- I have a dog but always take poo bags when walking, the poo bins are amazing, but 

still on my walks I am constantly trying to avoid other dogs poo 

- In general some people not being mindful/ tidy 

- Litter bins being specific to lough muckno 

- lot of weeds along footpaths towards town 

- Lough muckno 

- More areas/facilities for the teenage generation 

- More bins for dog walkers 

- More bins in Lough Muckno 

- More bins needed on the pathways around the black island as there is often rubbish 

throw on the ground because people are too lazy to carry it back to him at the bridge.  

- More litter bins around lough Muckno  

- More toilet facilities  

- Most occupied premises are extremely well look after but there are vacant premises 

that really stand out. Lower Muckno Street particularly. Also some buildings around 

Market House area 

- Muckno street in particular is in really bad shape. More public education on littering etc 

on Main Street might help 

- Muckno Street and Market House  

- Muckno street needs some improvement ...  

- need more bins especially on the black island  

- No pressure put on streets other than main to paint/ maintain the exterior of the 

buildings  

- no public toilets, and no disabled access to a lot of premises 

- Not enough businesses in town to create atmosphere. 

- Not enough coleslaw machines  

- not enough planting 

- Poor past planning, dreadful that site of former supervalu is lying idle. Lack of shop 

fronts on main street post office and supermarket. Very poor state of hope castle  

- poor quality walking footpaths and cars are parked terribly 

- Pot holes in the roads...fixed 6 times and still return…dangerous paving trips on main 

street...badly laid paving. 
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- Regular deep cleaning of the footpaths is needed. 

- shop fronts are not looked after adequately 

- So many buildings going to ruin. A ghost town has more life in it then Muckno street. 

- Some areas of town very neglected and run down   

- Specifically muckno Street  

- Too much litter 

- Town in good shape but some properties let it down 

- Weeds  

- Weeds all along the building on mist of new street 

- A lot of run down buildings in the town. The new murals are beautiful. Could be an idea 

to do up old buildings with more of these 

 

Q16 - What would make Castleblayney a nicer town to spend time in? (Select your top 2)  
391 people answered this question, although they could choose more than 1 option. The 

responses showed support for a regular market to showcase local produce, and for public realm 

projects to create social spaces and to create space for outdoor dining.   

 
People were also invited to suggest other ideas, and these were the responses received; 

- A cinema  
- A couple more seats around Big Tom 
- A market at the annex 
- A permanent traffic warden be nice  
- Activities people could just turn up and do to pass an hour. Remind people we have 

bowling, pool hall and adventure centre.  
- better lighting for evening walks etc  
- Business parking removed from main street 
- buskers or artist paid to preform on the street 

- Decent shops. No choice to buy clothes or electrical etc in town. Too many younger people 
loitering around, some abusive, mostly around the castle gates. 

- Dilapidated premises need to be developed 
- Encourage all property owners upgrade all property eye sores in the Town and especially 

Muckno Street and parts of West and Main St. 
- Enforce 2 hour parking 
- Fill empty shops and do up shopfronts that are run down 
- Free to book public playing area for sports 
- Hope Castle and the court house being restored 
- Hope castle site development.  

25%

15%

30%

23%

7%

What would make Castleblayney a nicer town to spend 
time in? 

More landscaping and social
spaces to meet people

Creation of a public space for
gatherings/ events

A regular outdoor market
showcasing local produce and
crafts

Create more spaces for outdoor
dining

Other
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- I would love to see lighting on the path in lough muckno, from dublin road entrance and 
right through, cant enjoy the evening walks throughout winter with it being so dark 

- If people would keep their area cleaner 
- Landscaping and recreational facilities and activities 
- Less cars more energy efficient street lighting on winter evenings 
- Less heavy traffic . 
- Less Kids hanging about in large groups 
- Less people hanging about outside shopping centre entrance on main st smoking and 

generally standing in the way 
- Less vacant/derelict buildings, prioritisation of pedestrians, less HGVs 
- Market house & Hope castle and surrounding area in park fixed to modern standard  
- more benches at Muckno  
- More businesses opening. Making the buildings more attractive looking rather than so 

many looking like they have been derelict for years 
- More competitive shopping experience etc. 
- more floral displays during summer  
- More outdoor dining would be lovely for the summer months, especially in the centre of 

the town. When public events are on like xmas lights there should be more entertainment 
and structure. Rehearsals starting in September. Have a big stage and have it videoed. 
Would be great marketing for the town. Plenty of bands/choirs/singers/dancers/schools 
that would join. Was done before in shopping centre but very unorganised and not a lot of 
space for audience. Should have separate space for performers and audience. Treat it like 
a show in Iontas. Would be a great lift for the town after the pandemic. 

- More public art. More scenic walks, Sli na slainte. 

- More seating/benches round town, especially inside shopping centre. 
- More shopping options not just chemists and hairdressers  
- More variety of shops like they have in Carrickmacross, the streets need to be more 

pedestrian friendly. 
- Need more diverse businesses in Blayney, right now we are a town of pubs, hairdressers 

and take aways! 
- Outdoor fitness area, street workout area, 2 different things 
- People bin their litter and dog faeces!  
- Please do something about the courthouse. It is such an eyesore yet has the potential to 

be an amazing asset to the town.  

- Proper toilet facilities  
- Public toilets, information points 
- Pubs to open  
- Redevelopment of castle and Annex 
- Rejuvenate the derelict buildings  
- Renovation of the multiple ‘listed’ buildings into functional buildings  
- Repair buildings not in use, like they are doing in Carrickmacross  
- Skate Park 
- Some good restaurants  
- Stop the two way traffic on the main street's and this would make for more space  
- Stricter regulations needed to control dangerous dogs and their owners 
- The areas with 30klm zones needs to be cleaned up, more tourists items like a walk of the 

murals, getting families back living in Centre of town rather than building housing estates  
- The castle being renovated  
- The Castle should be turned into a restaurant and b&b and the courthouse converted into 

a local heritage site/museum. This would attract more tourism and in turn being more foot 
traffic to that end of the town encouraging businesses to open on muckno street.  

- The market square is sight for sore eyes why not do it up and make a social gathering area 
- The restoration of the Courthouse and the Hope Castle along with old Youth Hostel would 

go a long way to do so.  
- Tidy up the front of properties no longer used. Lots of buildings not used and makes the 

town look run down 
- to make the town more appealing/ homely 
- Unoccupied houses retrieved and retrofitted to allow more town-centre living space and 

resulting activity. 
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Q17 What do you regularly travel outside of Castleblayney for, that you can't get 

locally?  (e.g. services or retail) 
277 relevant responses were received to this question. Many were broad and generic in nature, 

stating simply ‘Retail’ or ‘Services’, however an analysis of the results gave some insights; 

• 195 responses related to retail. 98 of these responses specifically referred to 

clothing.17 comments referred to ‘affordable/cheap’ clothing. 11 respondents 

specifically mentioned the need for more kids clothes shops. 9 respondents specifically 

mentioned travelling outside of Castleblayney to buy underwear. Penneys was named 

7 times within the responses related to clothes shopping.  

• Over 26 respondents mentioned ‘dining’ as a reason to travel outside of Castleblayney. 

This may be for cafes or restaurants. Some responses mentioned particular types of 

cuisine, such as Indian or vegan food.  

• 17 respondents noted grocery shopping (supermarket) as a reason to leave 

Castleblayney. Tesco and Dunnes were mentioned multiple times, and Aldi was 

specifically referred to in 8 of the responses.  

• 16 respondents noted they leave Castleblayney for work.  

• A variety of responses referred to entertainment, events and activities. 8 responses 

specifically mentioned ‘cinema’.  

• respondents said banking was a reason they leave Castleblayney. When the survey 

was undertaken in May/June 2021, there were 3 financial institutions in Castleblayney; 

AIB, Bank of Ireland and the Credit Union, however the Post office also offers some 

banking services. The Castleblayney branch of Bank of Ireland closed in October 2021 

– it would be interesting to see whether the response to this question would differ 

significantly just 4 months after the survey was undertaken.  

• Particular types of retail were referred to repeatedly. Electrical and appliance shops 

were noted by several respondents. 6 people mentioned book/magazine shops. Music 

was mentioned on 3 occasions.  

• Speciality foods were noted, with 3 different respondents specifically referring to 

vegetarian/vegan/organic food or restaurants.  

 

Q18 - What do you regularly buy online that you would like to buy locally? 
229 people responded to this question, however of those 44 stated they do not shop online, 

and a further 8 noted they rarely buy products online, leaving 177 respondents to this question.  

The data was refined to identify the most common items mentioned, as shown in this wordcloud; 
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• 96 responses noted clothes shopping. Of those respondents 12 people specifically 

mentioned affordable clothing, and a further 9 talked about underwear. 11 people 

mentioned shoes.  

• 26 respondents referred to sports clothing or equipment.  

• 19 people mentioned books.  

• 13 people referred to speciality foods, including organic foods, vegan foods, health 

foods and spices. 

• Homewares was referred to 5 times, although when other items listed were taken into 

account, such as bedlinen and furniture, 10 people referred to purchasing these sorts 

of products online.  

• people talked about electronic and electrical equipment.  

• people referred to toiletries or make up.  

• people mentioned purchasing crafts and gifts online.  

 

Q19 - Do you feel anything is missing in Castleblayney, compared to other towns of 

similar size? (Please specify) 
231 people answered this question, however 18 people answered that they could not think of 

anything, and 1 person noted ‘everything is good enough’. Of the 212 other responses received, 

the broad selection of answers were collated using common theme words shown in the 

wordcloud below; 

 

 
 

• 56 responses talked about the variety of shops. Of these, 16 specifically mentioned the 
variety of foods available, with others noting that some local supermarkets were too small. 
A significant number of people talked about the need for bigger names stores that would 
draw people to the town. Respondents again noted the need for affordable clothing outlets 
and shops that sell underwear. Other suggestions included a gift and craft shop, pet shop, 
cobblers, hardware shop, electrical/electronics shop, phone shop,  

• Dining, which included outdoor dining, restaurants, cafes and fast food chains, was listed 
by 46 people, with another 6 saying they think another bakery is needed. 2 respondents 
noted the need for more bars/nightlife.  

• 19 respondents talked about the need for more sports facilities, including 5 people who 
mentioned swimming pools, 4 people who suggested basketball/tennis courts, 3 people 
who requested more play parks, 2 people who suggested a running track, 2 people who 
suggested a skate park, 2 people who suggested an outdoor gym and 1 person who 
suggested a public football pitch.   
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• 16 respondents suggested a regular food or farmers market.  

• 14 people talked about dereliction in the town centre being a problem, with 10 people 
noting that historic buildings such as the Castle, Courthouse, annex and Hope Arms need 
to be brought back into use.  

• 10 people suggested a town square or public space is needed in the town centre.  

• 8 people noted that there are not enough amenities or activities for people of different ages 
– these responses were generally not specifically related to any particular age group. 

• 6 respondents talked about the quality of the streetscape, with some suggesting a plan is 
required to enhance the town. 2 people suggested that a better atmosphere was needed 
in the town, with another respondent suggesting better Christmas lights are needed. 
Another person said the size of the town needs to be increased, with someone else noting 
that more investment and funding is needed for the town.    

• 6 people talked about the need for more Community Spirit, and for people to work together 
to enhance the town.  

• 6 people suggested a central community centre and/or sports amenity centre was required 
to service the town. Another response suggested a community garden.  

• 6 respondents talked about the need for traders to work together, with suggestions that a 
Chamber of Commerce is required, or a commercial plan is required to invigorate the town. 
2 people stated more employment and industry is required.  

• 6 people identified a cinema as being needed.   

• 6 people noted that a better taxi service or better public transport is needed. 1 of these 
respondents suggested a train service is required.  

• Housing was mentioned by 3 people, with the affordability of housing, and the potential for 
more town centre housing specifically mentioned.  

• 4 people noted a health centre is needed.  

• 2 respondents suggested better recycling facilities are needed, including plastic recycling. 

• 2 respondents suggested a remote working hub is needed, with 2 people noting that 
access to high quality Wi-Fi is a problem.  

• Cycling was mentioned numerous times, with 2 respondents suggesting better cycling 
facilities/greenways are needed, and another suggesting a cycling & bike hire shop would 
be useful.   

• A number of respondents talked about tourism, with 4 people suggesting camping or 
caravan parks should be developed, 2 people suggested gift/craft shops, 1 person noting 
that more tourist accommodation is needed, and 1 respondent advising that the town 
should take advantage of its proximity to the lake.  

• 1 respondent specifically mentioned the need to improve disabled access around the town.  

• 1 respondent noted the need for public toilets.  
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Q20 - If Castleblayney had a remote working hub where you could work from, instead 

of working from home or going into your office, would you use it? 
Of the 371 responses to this question, 151 people (40%) answered Yes or Maybe.  

 
 

Of those who answered Yes or Maybe, 78 were female and 68 were male.   

 

The vast majority of those responding Yes/Maybe were in the age category 35 – 54, however 

as the majority of the respondents to the survey were in this age profile the number of 

respondents of this age profile is naturally going to be high.  

 
 

It is more representative to consider the percentage of respondents from each age group that 

would consider using a remote working hub – this is shown in the graph below, which includes 

the number of respondents from each age category on the axis, and then shows in blue the 

proportion that responded ‘Yes/Maybe’, and in red the respondents who answered ‘No/Working 

from home is not an option’. This graph shows that a higher proportion of people aged 25-54 

22%

19%

24%

36%

If Castleblayney had a remote working hub where you could work 
from, instead of working from home or going into your office, 

would you use it?

Yes Maybe No Working from home is not an option

Age 24 and under; 8

Age 25-34; 25

Age 35-44; 41
Age 45-54; 44

Age 55-64; 17

Age 65 and over; 13

Age profile of those who answered Yes/Maybe to using a 
remote working hub
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would potentially make use of a remote working hub than those of other age groups, which is 

not unexpected as these are likely to be the age profile of people who have established 

employment and are computer literate and enabled to work from home.  

 

What is surprising is the unexpectedly high level of persons aged 65+ (13 of the 46 

respondents) who advised they might make use of a remote working hub, particularly as this 

age group is likely to be retired from work. To determine whether access to high quality 

broadband might be the driving force behind people of this age group wanting to access a 

remote working hub, the address of these respondents was considered. 4 of the respondents 

came from a rural/village around Castleblayney, and the other 9 respondents came from 

Castleblayney Town and its environs, suggesting the majority of them should have access to 

some form of broadband. Perhaps this age profile of people would like to have somewhere to 

be productive in a social and collaborative environment? 

 

 

 
 

Q21 - Would you be interested in renting office/business space for a new or growing 

business? 
363 people responded to this question. 19% advised they were interested in renting an 

office/business space for a new or growing business. This is a significant number given that the 

survey was a general community survey and was not targeted at business people.  

 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Age 24 and under (24 respondents)

Age 25-34 (73 respondents)

Age 35-44 (115 respondents)

Age 45-54 (120 respondents)

Age 55-64 (74 respondents)

Age 65 and over (46 respondents)

Proportion of each age profile that would consider using 
a Remote Working Hub

Yes/Maybe No/Working from home is not an option



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                 Chapter 6: The Results of the Community Survey  

80 
 

Q22 - Are you considering any energy upgrades to your home/business over the coming 

years? 
382 people responded to this question, with almost 31% answering ‘Yes’ and a further 32% 

answering ‘Maybe’. This represents a significant proportion of the local population who are 

considering making potentially significant investments in their property. Information such as this 

may be of interest to groups with an environmental interest, who may like to provide information 

to people and encourage them to make sustainable lifestyle choices, or it may be of interest to 

local business and service providers who are considering expanding or diversifying into the 

energy upgrade market.  

 

  

 

Q23 - Would you be interested in attending local events or information sessions to get 

more information on energy upgrades? 
378 people responded to this question, with almost 65% replying ‘Yes’. This correlates with the 

number of people in the previous question who responded that they were considering energy 

upgrades, and did not know if they would undertake energy upgrades.  
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6.3 Section 3; Health & Wellbeing 
 

Q24 - Do you think there are enough community recreational and playing facilities 

available in Castleblayney, such as parks, sports pitches and playgrounds? 
372 people answered this question. Almost 55% of people felt there was enough facilities, 

however just over 38% answered No, and a further 7% did not know.  

 
The general response to this question is contradicted slightly by the responses to Q25, which 

asks if the respondent or their family would use various types of sports and recreational 

facilities. In particular, there is very positive support for local parks and green spaces, walking 

and cycling facilities, as well as a good level of support for sporting facilities.  

 

Q25 - Would you or your family use the following facilities if they were available? 
This question asked about a range of different sports and recreational facilities. A different 

number of people answered for each question.  

 

64.8%

15.7%

19.5%

Would you or your family use Exercise Equipment/Outdoor 
Gyms (364 Respondents)

Yes No Maybe
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68.0%

15.6%

16.4%

Would you or your family use Tennis courts / Basketball 
Courts / 5-a-side pitches (359 respondents)

Yes

No

Maybe

89.6%

2.7%
7.7%

Would you or your family use Walking/Cycling trails 
around the town (365 respondents)

Yes

No

Maybe
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90.4%

2.7%
6.9%

Would you or your family use Greenways/Longer distance 
walking/cycling routes (365 respondents)

Yes

No

Maybe

82.0%

3.6%

14.4%

Would you or your family use an upgraded 'Monaghan 
Way' trail* (361 respondents)

*The Monaghan Way is a long distance cross-country walking trail between 
Inniskeen - Castleblayney – Clontibret. 

It is currently closed for maintenance and review.

Yes

No

Maybe
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56.1%

20.2%

23.7%

Would you or your family use an Athletics track 
(351 respondents)

Yes

No

Maybe

83.2%

4.8%

12.1%

Would you or your family use small local parks/green 
spaces (356 respondents)

Yes

No

Maybe
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Q26 - How often do you cycle? 
371 people answered this question, with a significant number of people (212) stating that they 

cycle regularly or sometimes. In Question 7 it was shown that only 1 person regularly cycles to 

Castleblayney, suggesting that most people who cycle do so for leisure or recreational 

purposes.  

 

 

    

 

24.2%

59.1%

16.8%

Would you or your family use a Skateboard Park 
(352 respondents)

Yes

No

Maybe

12%

45%

43%

How often do you cycle?

Regularly (1-2 times/week)

Sometimes

Never
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Q27 - What would encourage you to cycle more? Tick all that apply: 
335 people answered this question, although they could choose more than 1 option. The data 

shows segregated, off-road trails is the most likely way to encourage cycling (58%), with on-

road cycle paths the next preferred option (44%), and reducing the volume of traffic and heavy 

goods vehicles also likely to promote cycling (38%). 

  

 
 

Bike facilities also seem important, with a bike shop receiving 28% of the responses, and bike 

parking noted in 27% of responses.  

 

Training, education and assistance was also seen as important, with 19% noting that an adult 

cycling programme might assist, and almost 16% noting that cycle training for children would 

help.  

 

Respondents were also given the opportunity to specify what other measures might encourage 

them to cycle more, although it was clear from the responses that some people will never 

choose to ride a bike!; 

- Can’t ride a bike  

- Never liked cycling so unlikely to start.  

- Electric bike  

- Nothing  

- I don’t feel safe cycling in town but would if there were safe, designated cycle lanes  

- Feel unsafe on the roads around the town would be great to have a greenway totally 

away from traffic as not everyone has the courage to cycle on open roads.  

- Promotions on bikes or a verified second hand selling outlet where u could easily buy 

or rent bikes  

- Not applicable  

- Too wet and cold to cycle more parking needed on main street to access shops  

- Buying a new bike  
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- Flexible hours  

- Awareness campaign to remind drivers of cyclists. As I driver I am not used to cyclists 

cycling up on the left of my car as sometimes happens and it is a shock to realise that 

they are there, signage and campaigns to remind motorists to look out for cyclists is 

important as is to teach cyclists the do s and dints if cycling in a town centre  

- Personal motivation  

- No  

- Nothing, I can't cycle!  

- I live a short distance outside town but there in no footpath or cycle lane and therefore 

not safe to cycle.  

- Bicycle renting  

- Safer roads. Roads not designed for cycling in most of ireland  

- Signage on country roads to warn drivers of cyclists. Lines painted on roads.  

- Better roads less potholes  

- Nothing could sway me  

- Dedicated off road cycle routes where there is no fear of hitting pedestrians  

- Bike pods to enable people to hire out bikes  

- Being physically fit enough to without feeling like I might die!!  

- Better road surface leading to town safe area to cycle.  

- Less hills  

- Time  

- Possible ladies leisure cycling group - I am in one but if there was an organised one I 

would join it  

- I can't ride a bike  

 
 

Q28 - Would you favour improving road safety on the approach roads to the town of 

Castleblayney by the installation of traffic calming measures? 
370 people answered this question, with over 75% supporting improved safety measures. 11% 

did not know, while over 13% do not favour the installation of traffic calming measures.  
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Q29 - Would you support initiatives or trial measures aimed at making Castleblayney 

Town a safer place to cycle? 
361 people answered this question, with an overwhelming majority (almost 91%) supporting 

initiatives or trials to make Castleblayney a safer place to cycle.  

 

 

 

Q30 - Do you think enough is being done to provide services/facilities for the following 

categories of people? 
This question asked if enough was being done for Older People, People with a disability, People 

with additional needs and Foreign Nationals.  

370 people answered this question, although a different number of people answered each 

category of question. People were also given the opportunity to comment – 52 people 

commented, and these comments are listed below. One comment was derogatory and has 

been removed from the survey responses and it did not add any constructive value to the 

feedback.  

 

 

 

 

15%

46%

39%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for Older People

Yes

No

I don't know
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7%

51%

42%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for People with a disability

Yes

No

I don't know

7%

46%

47%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for People with additional needs

Yes

No

I don't know
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Comments Received; 

- accessible shops/ramps - doctors/surgery/bank of Ireland/ATM  

- wheelchair access to doctors  

- No disability ramp at the doctors  

- They all hang around together. No integration for the Foreign Nationals. Difficult for 

them.  

- Foreign nationals should not be accommodated. If they can't speak or read English that 

is not the fault of the host nation and we have no need to change or add any special 

measures.  

- I fit all of these categories, and I struggle. When my husband was dying with cancer, it 

was impossible to take him down the road to the park in his wheel chair. I do not feel 

welcome, because I come from a non-EU country. I live with a mental health disability 

and additional needs on top of now being a widow. I feel that the health service is so 

overstretched, I am taking away from someone else who is in more need than myself. 

Even some sort of "friendship circle" or helps around navigating the new laws and 

culture of a new country would be useful to me.  

- Community centre  

- each community organisation should be encouraged to review the participation levels 

of foreign nationals in their organisation. Reality is that is low and measures need to be 

put in place to have a more inclusive community  

- More cultural events that include everyone.  

- Integration program  

- streets are not age friendly, more disabled parking, access into some shops are not 

suitable  

- Not a lot of space in the town to get around if you are in a wheelchair, using a walking 

frame or even with a pram. Very small door frames and skinny footpaths.  

- Communal area for all to gather  

- No business cars allowed to park on main street would leave parking for older and 

disabled people to access the shops.  

- More walking paths (and rubbish bins!) in Muckno park. Right now there is basically 

one path from Riches house to the lake but I hope more can be done. It’s a great 

location to meet up with friends but much more could be done. More benches, bins and 

25%

20%

54%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for Foreign Nationals

Yes

No

I don't know
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paths. The cars should be stopped from parking around the white island. Constantly 

having to move so they can drive by. Should be totally pedestrian unless a disabled 

person in the car.  

- More classes for elderly, a lot of shops and even Dr surgeries not accessible for 

wheelchair users, don't see any groups to help newcomers to the town except for GAA 

for the kids but nothing for their parents.  

- Sensory Gardens or low lying area for older people who are not able to walk the inclines 

around muckno  

- more disabled access to shops etc, including a disabled toilet that is maintained.   

- When you are crossing the road at Drumillard there is no ramp. Very difficult for buggies 

and wheelchairs to get across.  

- Wheelchair access and sensory areas  

- Better public transport and information  

- Access for disabled people, better public toilets & more available  

- Opening of a day centre and buses to collect  

- Not enough parking outside doctors surgery  

- The people who run foreign national groups encourage segregation, this is serious box 

(sic) needs addressing for greater inclusion  

- Interactive events or programs to meet with local people often,  

- While there are disabled parking places in the towns. It is difficult for a disabled elderly 

driver access some of them, they would need to reverse park in especially the two 

parallel parking ones on Main Street outside doctors and Katie Duffys. and this can be 

difficult for some people. If there were two spaces side by side Next to each other this 

would be better. Even better if there was an incentive for shop owners and workers to 

Parkin the car parks and not outside their premises, this would help. It’s difficult to 

integrate foreign nationals into the life of Castleblayney esp sport GAA, youth clubs, 

swimming pool, perhaps something could be done to encourage, employ interpreters 

at public events, share Facebook messages in different languages may help  

- More inclusive and open approach to service delivery and amenities  

- Additional disabled parking @ church.  

- Maybe a sensory trail in lough muckno.  

- To much illegal parking in disabled parking bays and on footpaths  

- Classes to allow for more integration  

- Feel especially for the elderly, not sure what could be done but it would be nice to have 

a weekly /daily meeting place using local links busses  

- Better footpaths for wheelchair users, stopping parking on pavements. The front row at 

Rosevale is a disgrace, have to go out on road to get around cars if pushing pram, 

don't know how wheelchair users could manage it.  

- More accessible buildings  

- Conversation classes.  

- More community events and cultural celebrations for different cultures  

- More inclusive recreation eg sport clubs for those with disabilities  

- Outdoor fitness and workout areas  

- Better access to some buildings - keeping pavements free.  

- More integration of people from new communities. The Gardai organised a great 

cultural event but it wasn't very well promoted so only the new communities were there 

& not the Irish to meet them!  

- Integrative language classes and activities for both children and adults, run by local 

people from the community to help facilitate a friendly welcoming into the community  

- Better transport services for older people, better footpath access for wheelchair users 

(i.e. cars should not hog the footpaths)  
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- Bring their culture into the Castleblayney community. Have an annual Castleblayney's 

Global Festival. Music, food, entertainers for families  

- More accessibility for wheel chairs and mothers with buggies. At present there is no 

way to access supervalu from main st except either by going around the building and 

entering via Mc Grath Road or via escalator from the upper level. Elevator regularly 

doesn’t work.  

- enforce parking regulations in all areas, to many parking on footpaths denying access 

for wheelchair users and prams.  

- A coming together of all these groups identify their needs and implement the actions 

through Castleblayney Regen  

- Stop parking on footpaths for safer use for older people epically around GGA park area.  

- This audit could be the key to get involved more  

- More facilities for people/kids with hidden disabilities  

- each sport / hobby group etc to encourage foreign nationals to join 

  
 

Q31 - If you or members of your household do not speak English as your first language, 

would language classes and/or conversation gatherings be useful? 
347 people answered this question, although it was not applicable to 301 of those respondents. 

Of the 46 who responded and to whom this question did apply, 32 answered yes and 14 

answered no.  

 

 
Given the high number of foreign nationals in Castleblayney recorded in the census, it is likely 

that the broader foreign national community in Castleblayney might find English 

language/conversation classes useful.  

 

 

  

70%

30%

Yes

No
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Q32 - What benefits do events and festivals held in the town have for Castleblayney? 
Castleblayney hosts a number of annual festivals and events, and while organisers may have 

their own objectives, often festivals can have many intangible benefits. This question was 

included in the survey to identify some of these intangible benefits, and potentially allow for 

expansion, diversification or enhanced delivery of some of these benefits. 264 people 

commented in relation to this question, with many responses citing a number of different 

benefits.  

 

• 129 respondents referred to the economic benefit arising from festivals and events.  

• 89 respondents referred to visitors and tourists brought to Castleblayney by these 

events.  

• 82 people noted the positive community spirit generated.  

• 53 people mentioned the social benefits of meeting friends and family, the positive 

mental health benefits, and the importance of having something to look forward to.  

• 42 people commented on how these events promote and showcase the town, raising 

it’s profile and increasing local pride in the area.  

• 29 people noted the entertainment value provided, particularly for families, with some 

people commenting specifically on the value of arts, drama and educational events.  

• 28 people talked about the great atmosphere and life these events bring to the town.  

• 17 responses noted that these events promote inclusion and integration – some people 

talked about younger and older people, and some mentioned foreign cultures. A small 

number of comments suggested increasing events that include older people and arts 

workers.  

• A small number of respondents noted negatives about local festivals and events, or 

could see no benefit in them (‘Little’ / ‘None’ / ‘Not a lot of long term benefit’ / ‘Not for 

trade. Possibly pubs’) 

 

A sample of the broad range of comments received include; 

- Atmosphere - something to look forward to 

- Boosts economy, gives feeling of life around town 

- Bringing people together. There should be more opportunities for locals to get involved 

in events  

- Bringing the community together, showcasing local talents, giving local people with 

experience in event organising work, and bringing people into the town from outside 

- Brings locals and others to the town.  Helps some businesses. Creates a sense of 

togetherness and pride.  

- Brings people to the town. Good feel factor.  

- Brings people together & is fantastic memories for children  

- Community atmosphere. Pride in our town and locality. 

- Community spirit   Boost to mental health  

- Community spirit. Fabulous for families. Memories made.  

- Culture, earning, experience  

- Depending on the type, it brings outsiders in to town but sometimes the particular event 

(before covid) the pubs and chippy would only benefit, 

- Enhance quality of life of the community.  Make an important contribution to the local 

economy. Add significantly to a positive image of the town. Attract more visitors to the 

town. 

- feeling of belonging and being together,  

- Festivals bring a large amount of the community together due to the large amount of 

diverse activities, covering many interests within the community as opposed to maybe 

a sports event where only supporters would be involved. They draw back people who 

have moved away from Blayney to visit family and friends, maybe making them feel 
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like they’re still part of the community no matter how far away they are and how long 

they’ve been away for. 

- Good community relations. Good will factor  

- I don’t know other than the Drama Festival. Great talking and gathering point as well 

as educational.  

- Improves individual and community well being. an opportunity for local arts etc to be 

showcased 

- It brings business and also brings people together in the running of events . 

- meeting new people 

- Muckno mania is fantastic and as someone not originally from the town was a fantastic 

opportunity to have fun and enjoy the atmosphere with the community. 

- Relative's usually come down, brings more people into the town in different ways. 

- They allow the wider community to see how good our Town can be, some great people 

involved in these events  

 

Q33 - What other events or festivals do you think could take place in Castleblayney? 
202 people responded to this question, with many proposing multiple different ideas; 

• 118 suggested music events and festivals. Proposals included annual festivals, regular 

concerts and monthly events. Over 30 people specifically suggested country music 

events and connections with Big Tom, although a number of people also suggested 

country music should be avoided! Other types of music included traditional 

music/fleadh ceol, busking and teenage music festivals. A number of locations were 

proposed for outdoor festivals, with St. Mary’s Park (Castleblayney Faugh’s) suggested 

(a country music festival was held here in September 2021), and outdoors in Lough 

Muckno also noted as being ideal.  

• Sporting events and activities were suggested by 30 people. A broad range of 

suggestions were made, including adventure sports and watersports, golf, football, 

fishing, sports day, athletics and triathlons, walking events, nature based events, 

holistic events and boxing championships.  

• Food festivals and markets were suggested by 27 people. The inclusion of crafts in the 

market was noted by 2 people.  

• 10 respondents suggested cultural events, including Irish events and multi-cultural 

events.  

• 8 people suggested a St. Patrick’s Day parade. Christmas markets or events were 

suggested by 5 people, May Day/Summer festivals were suggested by 4 people and 

Halloween events suggested by 2.  

• 8 people specifically mentioned the importance of having more children’s events.  

• 6 people mentioned arts or theatre, and 5 people mentioned art. Eco-arts events were 

suggested within this.  

• 3 people suggested history/vintage events, a further 3 people suggested repeating the 

Fair Day, 2 people suggested genealogy weekends and 1 person suggested a ‘Back 

to Castleblayney’ event.  

• 2 respondents suggested comedy events.  

• Other individual responses included a film festival, a flowers festival, an international 

circus, drive-in cinema, teddy bear’s picnic and singles events.  

• Respondents also commented on the awareness raising potential of festivals and 

events, such as raising awareness around environmental issues, health and mental 

health, and cultural matters.   

• It is important to note that 4-5 respondents commented that there are enough festivals 

in the town, and that traders come under pressure to support events but may not gain 

from them.  
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A selection of the individual comments are provided below; 

- A proper town festival each year geared towards both adults and children. The muckno 

mania festival is not beneficial to most local business in its current guise  

- A quarterly event of some sort to rejuvenate CB 

- an eco arts festival centred on Iontas 

- An exercise festival in Lough Muckno, similar to Wellfest 

- AS home of Big Tom anything Country music would be class. There is big country gig 

annually in Monaghan. Also for single people to mix and integrate with community.  

- Book fest, Busk fest 

- Country fest on style of fleadh ceoil, on street buskers,  comps,  a community of 

performers. 

- Darkness into light walk around the island.  

- Each festival group should amalgamate and have a two weekend town festival  ie. 

Muckno mania should happen on same weekend as Blayney show, the following 

weekend should be the vintage weekend and the Big Tom weekend.  Fishing / 

Waterskiing festival instead all of these individuals / groups are doing their own thing, 

looking for sponsorship from businesses 4/5 times a year and a 2 week festival could / 

would attract more visitors and be more beneficial in the long run. Just a thought !! 

- Fleadh or Irish traditional music/dance competitions  Farmers market with locally 

sourced produce  Tidy towns community clean up day with prizes for the most bags 

filled 

- Flowers festivals. Camino festival walking the Monaghan way 

- Global Festival. Use the town's music heritage, have annual sing writing competition, 

short list the top 8 songs, have live event in town, award Paddy Cole/Michael 

Gallen/Eamon Toal on judges panel. The night before have same for Under 18 song 

writers, keep the Castleblayney musical heritage alive and contemporary. Promote on 

social media, lifting the town's profile. 

- Greater town support for Ìontas 

- International  circus   

- Irish Language/Cultural events 

- Make it an energy efficient town & run events around that  

- Many people returned annually for Muckno Mania  so maybe a Back to Castleblayney 

event for people living away. 

- Mayday parade, disability awareness, playgroups needed for all abilities, men shed, 

suicide awareness 

- More events in the Black Island  

- More events specifically for younger members of the community. More varied music & 

sporting events. Not everyone in the community is into Country music or the faughs.  

- Music festival well organised...say in front of hope castle..use slopes as seating area 

with stage at old boat house. 

- Music festivals, the island is a great resource that could be better utilised for out door 

events such as cinema, music, etc 

- Outdoor concerts . Old golf course, natural amphitheatre. 

- Teddy bear picnic. Water awareness.  

- There should be more regular and organised music events  

- There's  enough. Anymore would just  overdo the festivals and people would lose 

interest. 
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Q34 - What is the best way for you to find out about events, community facilities, 

services or supports? 
As part of the development of this Community Audit and the community survey, initial 

engagement with local groups and organisations had shown that some groups wanted to 

include a question for local people about whether they would like to get involved in or join their 

specific activity. It was not practical to include a question such as this into the survey, and this 

question was included instead. It is hoped that this information might help local 

groups/organisations target the local community better when sharing information about 

upcoming events and activities.  

 

361 people responded to this question, however multiple options could be chosen. Social media 

was identified as a good way of communicating this information by over 75% of respondents. 

This correlates with the high rate of return of the community survey, as many of the people who 

completed the survey online would have received the link through social media posts.  

 

A regularly updated Castleblayney website was identified by almost 43% of respondents. 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee operate the www.Castleblayney.ie website, which has 

a wide range of information about Castleblayney for visitors and residents alike. Encouraging 

local groups and organisations to post information about themselves and details of upcoming 

activities and events could be a good way to get new people involved.  

 

Almost 35% of respondents advised a digital community noticeboard would be of benefit. In 

November 2021, Castleblayney Regeneration Committee installed a new digital noticeboard at 

the gates to Lough Muckno. This is a prominent location in the town, where many people can 

take the time to stop and read about what is going on in the area.  

 

Local radio was noted by 24% of people, with local newspaper was noted by just over 15% of 

respondents.  

 
 

Respondents also had the chance to select an ‘Other’ option – 21 comments were received; 

- The local castleblayney website should be updated especially for tourists. A camp site 

should also be available  

- Town twitter handle?  

- I’ve dropped it off social media. I usually hear through friends but if I knew a website 

was regularly updated, I would use it.  

- Digital notice board at Supervalu, Lidl, Post Office, Bank and Doctors.  

- Digital newsletter sent via schools to parents  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Other

Through local newspapers

Local Radio

A digital community noticeboard in the town centre

Through a regularly updated Castleblayney website

Through social media

What is the best way for you to find out about events, 
community facilities, services or supports?

http://www.castleblayney.ie/
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- Where the events actually happen???????????????????????? Imagine having to 

apply to list events on a central website???  

- Flyers and roadsigns  

- Word of mouth...its a small town.  

- A proper community page has to be set up on social media with up to date events that’s 

happening in the town.  

- Newsletter  

- Facebook is great, maybe an email newsletter  

- Through Schools  

- Verbal word of mouth  

- Online in general.  

- There are pin up birds in the Glen shopping centre, big and central. The poster, etc has 

to be noticeable though.  

- Email  

- email  

- Good old fashion flyer in local shops  

- Local parish newsletter  

- Flyers  

- Mary Facebook Castleblayney NEWS  

 

Q35 - Has Covid-19 had a significant impact on your or your family/household? 
357 people responded to this question. Almost 45% 

(159 people) replied No, and 55% (198 people) replied 

Yes, with 82 of those people providing more details of 

how they were impacted; 

• 29 people note the isolation and loneliness of 

the Covid restrictions. 

• 20 people talked about the restrictions on 

movements and activities, and how they could 

not travel or do the things they enjoy. Some 

talked about the lack of facilities and amenities 

available locally.  

• 18 people talked about the financial 

implications of Covid-19, and how they were 

out of work or struggling financially as a result. 

Some people involved in business talked about 

the difficulty of moving to trading online. 

• 11 people commented that mental health suffered during the restrictions.  

• 10 people noted the difficulty of being severed from family and lacking family supports.  

• Homeschooling and working from home was noted as challenging by 5 respondents, 

with lack of quality broadband a problem in some cases.  

• 6 people noted that they or a family member had long term health impacts from the 

virus, while 4 others mentioned that they were bereaved during Covid-19.  

• 1 person noted that accessing important services was difficult as many services were 

not open to the public.   

• 2 people talked about the direct impact on their children, such as loss of social skills, 

and becoming reliant on technology and gaming for recreational purposes.    

 

While the question related to the impact of covid, and asked how people had been affected, 

some respondents included positive feedback in relation to covid, such as having more 

time to enjoy simple things, and appreciating local amenities and scenery more.  

55%
45%

Has Covid-19 had a 
significant impact on 

you or your 
family/household?

Yes

No
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6.4 Section 4; Lough Muckno 
Note; As Monaghan County Council were in the process of commissioning a report to identify 

options to develop Hope Castle and its surroundings, the survey focused on Lough Muckno 

and the facilities in the Park. Refer to Section ‘Plans for Lough Muckno / Hope Castle Demesne’ 

for more details of Monaghan County Council’s proposals.  

 

Q36 - What improvements or additions would you consider desirable in Muckno Park 

(Choose 3 Options)? 
355 people answered this question. Respondents were provided with a list of options, from 

which they could choose up to 3 options, or they could provide their own option – 49 people 

chose to do this.  

 

 
 

In ‘Other Responses’, people suggested; 

- A skatepark [park] 

- All great ideas above. Also as mentioned before, restore tennis courts, include 

basketball courts, skate parks, outdoor gym 

- Allow other festivals Muckno is “business’  

- Area action plan for Muckno st. To connect it to Lough Muckno 

- As the old saying goes if you build it they will come restoration of the castle annex is 

imperative even if it’s just visually for now when things are let go to ruin it encourages 

vandalism and affects the mood of visitors when they see it ‘ah that’s a pity’ ‘it’s a 

shame’ no one cares about this place let’s smash some windows… 

- Bandstand for outdoor concerts 

- Bins at the seating area beside the lake  

- Bins need to be placed around meeting areas around lough muckno. Although leave 

no trace is heavily encouraged, it just isn't practiced. Bins bags could even be collected 
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Improve access/connectivity from the park to other areas of the town

Other responses

Dog walking park/activity area

Offroad biking trails

More spaces for people to meet and spend time together

Improve access/connectivity from the park to other areas of the town

An outdoor area for groups/clubs to meet/exercise together

Upgrade existing pathways around the park

A swimming area

Develop tourist/leisure activities

Restoration of the walled garden

Develop pathways/shore walk/cycle track to Concra

Interim works to improve the appearance of Hope Castle/Annex

What improvements or additions would you consider desirable in Muckno 
Park (Respondents could choose 3 Options)
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by volunteers (personally I'd happily do this) as so many volunteers go litter picking 

anyway.  

- Can be very dangerous with cars, parking at the orchard should be improved and roach 

should be blocked from the other car park  

- Caravan / camping  

- Caravan and camping park 

- Caravan park. More bins and toilets along the trails 

- Drone flight park on White Island 

- Either more bins along the paths or a designated day for litter collection. Maybe even 

a park ranger. 

- I would like to see the Castle improved, but I would hope it is to keep in structurally 

intact and not just throwing good money after bad. If the major restoration was not 

forthcoming in the near future, then the money would be better spent on 

upgrading/developing further pathways.  

- Improve paths to prevent flooding around black island, Lighting through all current 

paths 

- Improve the toilet facilities and accessibility in the park. Maybe have a coffee shop or 

somewhere that’s serves food in the vicinity.  

- Just do it. You have been talking about it years and wasting money. Get it done. 

- Lighting and security cameras, wardens  

- More bins  

- more bins and a greater emphasis on people using litter bins and bins for dog litter. 

encourage people to take litter to bins and not dr8nl around the island, anti social 

behaviour is a problem 

- More bins in area 

- more dog litter bins on walkways 

- More litter bins around walk way in black island 

- More picnic benches preferably plastic ones that can be dried if wet and can be wiped 

down with sanitising spray/wipes before use 

- More seating area 

- More seating areas/shelters for bad weather 

- More seating/picnic  areas 

- More sitting area's 

- More wheelchair friendly 

- Moveable barriers to stop traffic going past the entry to the play park. This would make 

it much safer for children on their bikes. (Especially those who are just learning) 

Footpath (not necessarily concrete) allowing safe access to the White Island from the 

castle gates. This would especially help young families who have buggies etc. 

- no mowed areas, improve biodiversity, wildflowers, meadows 

- Outdoor fitness equipment and street workout area 

- Pedestrian street at market house  

- Public Toilets.  Cafe restaurant 

- Restore the Castle 

- signs to say dog should not be off lead. make orchard into caravan park. 

- Skate Park 

- Spend allocated money on the castle not the market house 

- Stop cars from driving down to the White Island area 

- Tennis courts  

- The annex could become a plaza - one space for outdoor concerts or  

- The Annex would make a lovely self catering accommodation or a lovely open plaza 

where a few cafes and restaurants could set up.  
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- The car park at the Annex needs a good tidying up plant some flowers and trim the 

trees fill all the pot holes  

- Tidy up the orchard for parking or even where the old golf club was out something for 

people to sit have coffee - do something with the annex similar to tanagh adventure 

centre  

- Toilets 

- Traffic restrictions in non designated parking areas 

- Water quality lake water is a danger. 

 

 

Q37 - Would you favour a specific ‘Area Action Plan’ for the sensitive regeneration of 

the backlands behind Lakeview/Muckno St/Market Square/Castle Square and linking 

Mindszenty Park to Lough Muckno Park? 
348 people answered this question. Almost 80% were in favour, 17% did not know, and 3% 

said No.  

 

 

 

 

Q38 - What environmental projects would you like to see implemented around the 

park?  
340 people answered this question; 
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Ensure the gradual conversion of the Black Island to
native woodland
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Plant more native woodland around Lough Muckno
park

Improve water quality of lake
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15 relevant comments were received under ’Other Responses’;  

- A little bit of rhododendron would be OK  

- A wildlife specific group to promote species and a love of local natural world.  

- Bee hives 

- bio diversity of planting wild flowers  

- Camping facilities for the growth of staycations. 

- Community gardens (growing veg)    

- Don't fell too many trees in an effort to make new paths or widen current ones 

- Encourage more youths to get involved in planting of annual flowers and shrubs 

- Get coffee business a power point. So he is not polluting the walkers air. 

- I don't mind rhododendrons at all. they are beautiful 

- Identification of specimen trees around the castle. 

- Labelling and information on local flora and fauna.  Cameras and security to protect 

signs etc 

- Locate information boards throughout Lough Muckno Parks beside the various species 

of imported and indigenous trees. 

- More benches to rest, more parking at peak times 

- More litter bins! Cut off ivy that is choking trees. QR code audio tours to build 

awareness. 

 

Q39 - Do you think enough is currently provided for visitors’ comfort within the park? 
353 people answered this question, which considered 6 different areas of visitor comfort; 
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46%

38%

Is enough provided for visitors' comfort within Lough 
Muckno Park; Wheel-chair accessibility

Yes –

No –

I don't know –
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31%

64%

5%

Is enough provided for visitors’ comfort within Lough 
Muckno Park; Toilets

Yes –

No –

I don't know –

23%

61%

16%

Is enough provided for visitors’ comfort within Lough 
Muckno Park; Water-bottle filling points

Yes –

No –

I don't know –
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20%

72%

8%

Is enough provided for visitors’ comfort within Lough 
Muckno Park; Bins/Recycling Bins

Yes –

No –

I don't know –

47%

48%

5%

Is enough provided for visitors’ comfort within Lough 
Muckno Park; Picnic Tables

Yes –

No –

I don't know –
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19 people provided comments in relation to visitor comfort; 

- Baby changing facilities.  

- Big improvements recently in Lough Muckno recently re picnic benches. . Well done  

- Bigger toilets very narrow, handrails on some trails, make some paths wheelchair 

accessible around islands  

- But not used enough  

- Check out the toilet block at Slieve Gullion, it is great. A lot of people not aware of toilet 

location. 

- covered areas to shelter from the rain, observation points 

- Dog owners should use bins provided. The fouling in Castleblayney really destroys the 

town and surrounding areas.  

- Enough is being done but people don't respect it. Dog poo is a big problem and its the 

people's fault not the park management. 

- lack of seating on a good day/picnic tables, visiting food vendors and events  

- Level of Dog excrement is absolutely shocking 

- Litter all over the grounds, especially takeaway coffee cups, and not enough bins. 

There should be an incentive to take your own cup and get a discount. 

- No use providing dog waste bins without enforcing the laws that are already place 

- Part Shelter areas for bad weather 

- some people aren't even using the bins provided and some dog owners are a disgrace 

with dogs running freely and dog litter 

- The point would be lovely if done up similar to the area beside the ducks.  

- The toilets are far from trailer cafe and picnic benches. Could possibly add more near 

picnic area. 

- There are a few bins but there grouped in the same area, but I understand there hard 

to empty but other people are not as willing to carry there rubbish. 

- Toilets nearer playground  

- The café owners should walk the black island daily to pick up it's coffee cups. They're 

responsible. 

 

  

26%

51%

23%

Is enough provided for visitors’ comfort within Lough 
Muckno Park; Dog Waste Bins/Bags

Yes –

No –

I don't know –
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Q40 - What do you think about parking in Lough Muckno park? 
This question gave options around parking in Lough Muckno (it should be noted that at the time 

of the survey an area of parking within the designated carpark at the playground was not 

available as it was being used as a compound for the construction of the new library in the Gate 

lodge). 347 people answered this question.   

 

 

 
24 relevant comments were received; 

- Don’t think there is enough car parking space. A bigger car park perhaps.  

- Great ducks area closed off to cars 

- I don’t think cars should be allowed access last the car park beside the play park. 

People driving along that way on busy days with visitors is very dangerous and would 

be better for the environment if cars weren’t allowed past a certain point. More disabled 

parking needed also. 

- If possible, cars should be blocked from going past the car park on the left and going 

towards the castle completely. Car access to the white island for the fishermen should 

be stopped. Ross and bait don't weigh enough to justify driving over walking.  

- It would be nice to leave the area around the castle free for more picnic tables etc. 

Could the orchard be set up better for car parking and keep the area from there up to 

the castle free from cars?  

- It's often very hard to find parking.  

- more designated parking needed 

- more family parking  

- more need on busy days 

- More parent and baby parking spaces 

- More parking required 

- more parking spaces required 

- Needs to be improved, very dangerous heading to the White Island  

- No parking down at the lake. Pedestrianised area only after carpark beside playground.  

- No parking should be allowed on the grounds. Quiet and safe when traffic was 

prohibited in the first lockdown. 

- People park everything  

- Prob not enough parking I’d imagine could be busy on good summer days  

- Restrictions to car parks is desirable but prob not enough  

7%

12%

38%

42%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Other Responses

More disabled parking is needed

I’m happy with the current parking arrangements

Parking should be restricted to car parks only

What do you think about parking in Lough Muckno Park?
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- So dangerous at the minute with all the cars parking just anywhere they like, they don't 

care about people or children walking about ... 

- Spaces need to be marked properly beside the castle. 

- There is very little disabled parking at lake. No use where it is in car park. Should be 

beside changing area. 

- Those visiting should be encouraged to park within the Lough Muckno estate, there's 

too much of a build up at the gates. 

- Tidy up the parking area between castle and the annex. Also up around the orchard 

beside the annex.  Signpost these areas for parking  

- Utilise the orchard and maintain it for parking  

 

 

Q41 - Would you welcome an upgraded food/drinks service within the Park? 
349 people answered this question. Almost 82% were in favour, almost 9% said they did not 

know, and almost 10% said No.  

 

 

 

Q42 - Please add your further comments/ideas here with regards to Lough Muckno. 
Over 100 people commented with ideas and comments about Lough Muckno, both positive and 

negative. The variety and detail within the comments received made it difficult to categorise the 

comments, and as a result all comments are listed here; 

- Stop black island roadway from flooding 

- A caravan park is much needed. Co. Monaghan is the only county in Ireland with no 

such park 

- A developed food service would lead to more littering. As it is some people just get a 

take away coffee and then drop the cup along the walking routes. Imagine if food was 

available what might happen. In America all the big national parks don't have food 

available within their gates to avoid this problem. It a world wide problem. 

- A fantastic amenity and congratulations to those who look after it.  

- A lot of people walking there dogs in the park with no leads. Also feel not enough Garda 

presence around the park help make people feel secure a lot visitors to the park great 

to see but needs to feel safe also  

- A major focus is needed on improving the water quality of the lake. It is one of the most 

polluted lakes in Ireland and is also below min standard for bathing. We shouldn't be 

passing such a legacy to our children.  

- A small restaurant for couple to relax while kids play  
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- A safe supervised swimming area say beside new building. A lake beach.  

- All dogs should be on a lead at all times.  Should be more bins around the place  

- All fresco dining areas. BBQ stations like Australia  

- Annex and the castle need to be restored before they fall completely  

- Annex- self catering lodges or an open plaza with places to eat and sit.  Castle needs 

to be done up it’s a eye sore at this point. Has so much potential to bring more tourism 

to the area.  

- Another park near White Island / golf course area  

- Apart from the urgent renovation of the Hope Castle and the Annex I think that modern 

monuments should not be erected on the grounds of Hope Castle (eg the music, 

monument  currently inside the main gates of the Castle is very nice but it s not in the 

right location).  The walled garden could certainly be restored and there should be no 

dumping loads of stone or sand there which us taking away from this area. It would be 

beautiful! The lakeshore pathway should be extended for walking so that it joins up with 

the other circular path. A board walk would be nice connecting Mindszenty Park with 

the main park. Keep traffic away from the main lake area unless for someone with 

disabled badge.  Could the tennis courts behind the Castle be restored? Places for 

social drinking or anti social behaviour should not be part of the Lough Muckno Estate.  

- As Blayney main tourist attraction, more walk ways along the lake shore, 2k, 5k, 10k, 

with picnic tables  

- Beautiful place  

- Better policing of dog fowling and of lead walking.   Parking should only be in car park 

areas.  

- Build walking paths around the lake so you can take a walk and enjoy the lake 

- cafe and a specific area for a few casual trading bays for street food etc 

- Camper facilities  . 

- Camping  

- Caravans and motor homes are taking up a lot of the space in the current playground 

car park. Could a proposal be put forward to the council about allocating an area for 

this? Would also love to see a proper track out in place out to Harvey’s Shore or, even 

better to concra as previously mentioned.  The path over to the adventure centre can 

be difficult at times. Would there be a possibility of widening it?  

- Cars cruising around and speeding.  People sometimes camping and lighting fires in 

green area's along the shore 

- Cars should not be allowed down towards white island 

- Castle to be restored and back to a restaurant/ hotel 

- Consider improved tourist facilities such as tents, caravans or clamping. More open 

spaces for meeting.  

- Council had control of running the park in the 1990's didn't listen to suggestions of staff 

and manager of Annex and allowed the Manger at the time not to keep him on he then 

went on to help redevelop Castle Leslie and the rest is history. Don't have faith  

- create reedbeds/habitats for waterfowl, mammals and marginals. Create 

watching/viewing areas for observation of wildlife 

- Develop camping facilities  

- Development of Castle and Annex 

- Existing paths should be better kept and stoned. More benches needed and bins 

outdoor exercise machines would be good  

- Feel it’s not necessary to have the dogs on leads rule. So many super friendly dogs 

and owners disappointed. Love the coffee van and feel they’ve made a great difference 

to the atmosphere. Think everyone would love Hope castle to be improved and made 

a useful space  
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- Food outlet in Rossmore is very good. But we must look after local business nearby 

who provide food services.  

- For the summer months, it would be lovely to have boats taking people (passengers) 

on trips on the lake. Also it would be great for families to have food stands selling 

produce that would typically be added to picnic baskets. 

- get rid of dangerous dogs with no muzzles 

- Guided boat tour around the lake, stopping off for picnic on one of its many islands 

- Guided walks for groups.. Eg school groups. Links to touch base with biodiversity 

groups for talks/ sessions for school tours 

- Height restrictions into car parks 

- Hope Castle should be upgraded and use for an educational faculty e.g. horticulture 

training college or apprentice training keeping young people in their own area whilst 

investing  in local skills and trades and generating money back into the local economy 

- I feel it is jus so underutilized, but whatever is planned, there should also make 

allowance for some type of security or policing, or it will be a waste. I hate to say there 

is an element, but there is. It already occurs in the other parts of town. 

- I feel the coffee van currently in L.M is doing a great job 

- I really like the trailer cafe. I think it fits in so well. If food and drinks service is upgraded 

I’d like to see the trailer cafe people have first options.  

- I think a small, permanent built cafe would benefit the area 

- I think the there should be more incentive towards keeping people with dogs using the 

park rather then pushing them out  

- I think the trailer cafe is doing well & is enough at the moment as more food space 

would create more litter & would maybe take away from the businesses in the town. 

There is definitely a need for more bins especially dog bins.  

- I think there is enough buildings already in the park they should be refitted before more 

are made. Have to be careful with the amount of coffee shops. 

- I think there is no limit to what can be done to the Lough Muckno area. The more that 

is done to it, the more people will flock to it. Its something we have that surrounding 

towns don't so it should be looked after and improved at all times.  

- I would like to see an exercise area added lakeside with, for example a jungle gym/ 

outdoor gym for body weight workouts and a surfaced area where you can lie down 

and do stretches and yoga etc. The calming atmosphere and amazing scenery of the 

location would be really enticing resulting in the facilities being greatly utilised by many 

individuals and clubs around the town. 

- I would like to see some kind of control being kept on dogs as in owners being made 

keep them on leads. Majority of people do but sadly not all 

- If the castle was restored we could have a place to eat socialize. The annex could 

provide hostel accommodation for groups & families  

- Improve the fishing on the lake, and have a catch and release so fish stock is kept up 

- Improve trail so one could circumnavigate Black Island mud free. Dedicated trails on 

and around White Hill that owner is happy with.  

- Improving all the time. small steps .well done to all involved  

- In the next 5-8 years Muckno pk should be a high standard a regional resource with 

Board of Works deployed.  

- Include the actual town in some of the walking routes .ie a route starts at the Castle, 

goes up Barney green back though the town down McGrath road and possibly back 

along the lake side of Muckno Street (new path required) 

- Is there any Community Security / Safety system installed in place. Any CCTV or other 

Surveillance measures. When more activities are in place more people will also be 

coming to the place(Lough Muckno area) will there be a Risk Assessment done?? only 

asking. 
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- It is a beautiful area and could definitely be utilised better with funding, bike hire, 

camping site, food trucks,  

- Its a magical place. Crying out for investment. No other country would allow a facility 

like this to degenerate like we have. 

- It's a wonderful area and has been a lifesaver during the covid lockdowns. Such a pity 

the buildings are in such a mess. 

- Label trees and the common flowers. ....boards or photo of scene and identify trees. 

- Level of Dog excrement in lough Muckno is absolutely shocking. Some people hang 

the bags in the trees, most just leave it. Every time we go down one of the children 

steps in dog poo. Serious crack down required. On the spot fines strongly enforced. 

(Castle would be paid for in no time!!)  

- Long term strategy needed to restore the castle. Plan and develop gardens around the 

castle resembling the gardens in Old photos.  

- Looking forward to seeing the changes to Hope castle and Muckno park  

- Lough muckno has loads of potential to bring tourism to the town of the money was 

spent on hope castle 

- Lough Muckno is a great revenue source for the town. Castleblayney has been 

forgotten and ill 100% back anything that improves the town. 

- Lough Muckno is the ideal location for a caravan park. The basis of it is already there 

with water sports, park etc. Such facilities so close to a town is rare, it would be 

beneficial for all businesses in the town.  

- Lovely space  

- maintenance of grounds, cutting, edging, bins emptied. supervision, warden 

- maybe outdoors games for families.. ie giant table tennis tables; outdoor bowling green.  

themed Nature trial ie like in Rossmore Giants; Slieve gullion fairies 

- More bins along the paths on black island. A lot of rubbish lately as the coffee cart on 

the island does well and people don’t dispose of their rubbish 

- more bins and toilets for kids at the or near the playground 

- More bins for waste and recycling. The picnic area is fantastic, some more bins and 

picnic areas would be excellent. 

- More bins seats and picnic areas on white island, old golf course and orchard 

- More facilities  

- More seating  areas  

- More sunshine  

- More toilet facilities  

- More variety of food trucks at weekends. Also maybe a different coffee truck there than 

that currently in place. Look to Rossmore park for examples.  Nice cafe food and 

pastry’s with maybe an covered seating area with food similar to strandfield cafe in 

Dundalk or matildas cafe in carrickmacross would be really nice.   Castle is an eye site 

but if there’s a project pending here no point carrying our interim remedial works.  

Upgrade of play park would be great too. Some of the wooden swings boats etc need 

attention and maybe a water fountain here to wash your hands after using the 

equipment would be good  

- More water sports development would be great. Outdoor swimming lessons too 

especially for children during summer  

- Most is covered just the eye sores from hope Castle and the annex which is perfect if 

set up for fishing groups and visitors to stay/sleep/eat and refresh and restore the tennis 

courts big area there to set up more gaming areas for both kids and adults.  Just a lot 

of potential on muckno grounds which would attract more visitors to the town and I'm 

sure that would also boost all local businesses.  

- muckno is a beautiful scenic natural resource which is not being utilised and being 

taken for granted by those who litter, dog facies and anti social behaviour 
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- Muckno park and walks have been an invaluable amenity prior, during and post Covid 

for us all keep is natural and walks as they are. 

- My family and I love Muckno, the playground, forest etc. I would love to see the castle 

redeveloped into a cafe/restaurant with facilities.  

- Need for a designated and cordoned and safe swimming area. Preferably near the new 

changing facilities. Danger of people swimming  dangerous areas. 

- Need more bins around walking paths on both islands and old golf course 

- not enough litter bins provided around park 

- Outdoor  music  

- Please ensure Hope Castle and the Annex are brought back to life!!!!!!  

- Possibility of a shelter across the bridge for protection from a rain shower? 

- Regular proper food trucks.  Open air concerts  More seating areas 

- Renovate tennis courts, clear map of different walkways their difficulty and distances, 

tidy up annex and hope castle (eye sore), connect to greenway, more security people 

& cameras, close all gates at 11pm, grounds workers for litter, maintenance on regular 

basis, clean and supplied toilets on regular basis, disabled toilet needed, nappy 

changing station needed, make sure bridge is safe can easily slip on when wet, more 

safety rings around the lake 

- Someone local to sell food at the weekend could be a shout. And the only upgrades to 

a drink service would be if the current trailer park Cafe expanded.  

- Tennis courts, basketball courts, skate park, adult outdoor gym, decorative lighting, 

fairy forest, more art/wood sculptures-community contributions  

- The castle is the main view of the whole park. Disgraceful the way it is. Needs 

something done fast.  

- The Castle needs to be restored. I know this would be a huge task. At present it is an 

ugly reminder of vandalism and neglect. It would be amazing to see it open again as a 

restaurant /venue.    Castleblayney Outdoor Adventure Centre is a fantastic addition to 

Lough Muckno. Could they expand further? A campsite perhaps. High rope activities. 

Maybe more done to the old golf course. A fairy garden, if done well, could be a great 

attraction. I also think it would be lovely to develop an educational history programme 

of Castleblayney and Lough Muckno. This could be integrated with local schools. It 

could be really interesting for everyone to be reminded of the history of the area, the 

castle and the black island. Even the myths of the black pig and the haunted coach. 

Could a ghost tour be created as a tourist attraction?! I could keep going....  

- The Castle restoration should be top priority, country and western museum with a good 

coffee / tea shop and supporting tourist info. 

- The courtyard at the Anne could be a great open space for people to sit around  

- The development of the old coach walk, connecting to the Dundalk road  

- The grass area to left as you go to the Castle could be developed into an outdoor 

facility. With the gradient it could host a events with people sitting on hill looking down 

onto a pagoda/movable stage 

- the issue of derelict buildings in Muckno St needs to be addressed 

- The play area for families could be extended to accommodate more people. 

- The recent walkways near lough muckno are lovely and add to the area. More similar 

walks would be great in the area.  

- The restoration of Hope Castle should be a number 1 priority.  

- There should be a viewing area with mounted binoculars. The park should be used at 

night for astronomy club, take the park back from anti social behaviour. A rounders 

pitch and more adult sports clubs, tag rugby, football, etc. Planting of the walled garden 

with roses and similar shrubs, create a spectacle piece like a bandstand  for outdoor 

performances. 

- Turn the castle into a hotel/restaurant/cafe 



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                 Chapter 6: The Results of the Community Survey  

111 
 

- upgrade paths 

- Walkers should  be reminded  to respect private property and not  Walk in  non 

designated area or trespass  

- We have so much potential on our door step offering a campsite facility would benefit 

the town hugely and is definitely becoming a new trend 

- Well done on beautiful new stones and picnic area- it’s fabulous 

- Where do you start!! 

- Wonderful amenity. More seating would be welcome.  

- Would be nice to see something done to the castle 

- Would like to see plenty of toilets at various locations esp beside playground that are 

services and maintained regularly throughout the day. Also more seats around the play 

park area for parents supervising children. A fairy forest area or trail or similar would 

be a great tourist draw for families of young children or a mini obstacle course in the 

forest setting using natural materials etc aimed at children. Family Fun days in muckno 

during the summer with attractions   

- Would love to see a dedicated restaurant, improved toilet facilities, lighting around park. 

Maybe a dedicated council park keeper/rubbish collector. Still see a lot of scattered 

coffee cups, empty drink bottles 

- Would love to see areas around the annex in use for tennis/football/basketball with seat 

around 

- Would love to see camping / glamping facilities at lough Muckno 

 

6.5 General Comments 

 
At the end of the survey, respondents were asked if they would like to add any other final 

comments about improving Castleblayney. 101 people commented. Comments were positive 

and negative, some included suggestions as to what is required in the town, and some 

contained messages of support for community groups and projects being undertaken around 

the town. Due to the nature and breadth of the comments it was not possible to classify them, 

and all responses are listed here; 

 

- A pedestrian crossing is badly needed at the York St bus stops.  2. Illegal parking on 

footpaths needs to be tackled. I suggest the installation of poles/bollards at the roadside 

edge of footpaths.  3. A plastic recycling facility is needed in the town. 

- A community centre is essential for the town. It will bring more people into the heart of 

the town.  

- A coordinate colour scheme for all the buildings on the Main Street, all shop signs to 

be wooden etc give rates break to new retailers so they can survive their first couple of 

years , get more restaurants into town , we need a vision for our town were the people 

of the area are motivated to achieve that vision  

- A townhall style event should be held to encourage local involvement and possibly 

generate sponsorship for smaller projects e.g. sponsor a seating area or a bin etc. 

- Best of luck! 

- best wishes with your endeavours 

- Bins.  

- Buy as much paint as you can afford to brighten up the town and make it attractive, 

PLEASE. 

- caravan and camping park dogs kept on leads 

- Castleblayney is a nice town. New communities could be more engaged and involved 

so as to increase/encourage multiculturalism in the town. 
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- Change committee members allow new people in and not same groups with everything, 

appeal to public for help or ideas, support and advertise local business more, generate 

more jobs for younger people, playgroups needed in area free of charge, more projects 

for 14-22 year old, a website that is updated daily on all that is happening around the 

area no matter how small 

- Circumstances permitting.   Open call community meetings where everyone can voice 

their opinions on a common topic for change and/or improvement 

- Create link roads for north bound traffic (Keady Armagh ) linking the n2 national  route  

- create open right of way routes around the town so people can walk or cycle to town. 

Close lesser used roads at certain times to allow for safe walking/cycling.   Encourage 

the use of rooms above shops for living accommodation 

- Definitely a caravan park. Extra revenue for the town 

- Dereliction should be prioritised.  Higher property taxes while empty, flexible planning 

and grants to support renovation.  

- Excessive amount of ramps if going from muckno Street area out to Lough Egish.  

- Existing buildings renovated, Castle, Annexe, Market House. 

- Final comments 

- For the main town it is important to avoid large lorries coming through the town running 

red lights and not paying much attention to pedestrians more accidents waiting to 

happen . There's a very large space where Coogans use to be on main street perfect 

area for indoor markets that the local businesses could set up stalls even just at 

weekends or a day during the week and anything that the town hasn't got invite outside 

community people in to sell their products etc a place where all our businesses can 

showcase their products and produce under one roof and a good use of space being 

wasted .  

- Gaeltacht initiative to revitalise the language in the area.  

- Get more people involved in the community  

- Good luck with this survey.  

- Grass and hedges need cutting. they are in bad state for years and nothing done.  

- Great to see so many improvements occurring around the town, the murals, new 

businesses, groups like the regeneration group and Castleblayney love your town. New 

picnic area is fabulous. Would love to see hope arms, Market sq, castle and annex 

restored.  

- Highly commend the community efforts and interest behind this survey.  There is a pot 

of finance for capital project and unless Blayney fight hard for their share.... it will go to 

Monaghan or Carrick.  

- Hope Castle ? 

- I cannot stress enough the distain I feel for dog fouling in the castleblayney area. No 

matter where you walk, there is poo and it really takes from the beauty of castleblayney. 

There should be more enforcement and fines for this. I would even advocate DNA 

testing. There is even dog fouling in the graveyard. I have never been to a town with 

so much dog poo on the streets. I think this would be the best place to start to improve 

castleblayney.  

- I can't emphasis enough about the dogs. I am afraid to walk down the black island for 

fear of meeting these people and their dogs.  

- I hope that in the near future, somewhere in the town could be made available for 

people of all ages to be able to call in for a chat if they are feeling lonely or down in 

themselves. There are plenty of people who would volunteer to help with this. A lot of 

money is spent on less important things on the town. Many people are suffering but 

there is nowhere for them to go. 

- I hope the transportation is more convenient 
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- I know there was one question addressing speed humps, but something needs to be 

done. I live on Muckno Street, and the cars and heavy trucks that come through above 

the speed limit is a daily occurrence. My windows actually shake and vibrate. 50kph 

coming into town is TOO HIGH, if you ask me, especially with no deterrent, so more 

often they are traveling at 60+. Right now, the Speed Radar sign as you are 

approaching town from Keady/Oram is registering LOW BATTERY, so now it is not 

much of a help at all. Since the mart closed, it has become a speedway and I feel the 

only thing that might change would be an unfortunate fatality. It is not going to do much 

good to look at bikeways and walkways with speeding cars and trucks. SPEED HUMPS 

ARE NEEDED!! 

- I think a public leisure centre/water park would bring so much more to the town  

- I think all the Castleblayney community groups have been doing a fabulous job. I would 

be willing to help but am not on social media so often miss out on hearing about things. 

The measures taken over the past few years... the new picnic benches, the big Tom 

statue and area ... have really made a difference and I really must commend you all for 

your hard work. I would love to see something done about the empty and old houses 

around the town. If there is no one in them and they’re not being looked after is there 

not a way that they can be acquired by the council? The business of landlords buying 

up these old buildings and filling them with people from other countries seeking a better 

life is not a solution. Everyone has a right to space and decent living accommodation. 

I know this is an issue for another time and discussion but just something I wanted to 

note here.   Thank you for putting it this survey. It’s great to give people a place to voice 

their opinions.  

- I think the meetings about castleblayney should be made more public.  

- I would love to see empty shopping centres and derelict buildings being restored and 

put to use either commercially or for the benefit of the community at large.  

- If you can arrange more strict rules for dog owners who are not picking their dog 

excrement.   

- If they do away with parking space on main streets it will turn people off going to shops 

there as that is reason to go not to see trees and cycle lanes or walk. People go to the 

park to walk.  

- If you would like to add any other final comments about improving Castleblayney, 

please do so below:  

- Improve cycling possibility around the town, especially to the schools. Dedicated Paths 

will encourage kids cycling to schools.   

- Improve outside look of old buildings.  

- Improve the signage for the Doctor on call and maybe another public toilet in the 

Muckno St area 

- improve walkways 

- Improvements to better facilitate people with various disabilities. 

- Invite younger voices on your panel. And ensure the right industry are represented if 

there’s activity relating to. Imagine offering bakery items and not inviting the town 

bakery staff to help steer.  

- It is a lovely wee town, and I am proud to live here. Keep up your good work! 

- It is great to know there are people actively trying to improve our town. There are so 

many positives about the town but they are mostly overshadowed by the poorly 

occupied main street and lack of facilities you have alluded to in this survey.  I wish you 

all the best with your endeavours and look forward to seeing your proposals come to 

fruition.  

- It was a great town to grow up in. Its just a pity it has become somewhat run down 

since. Hopefully this survey will help those in the position to take action. I appreciate 
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that's easier said than done but fair play to those who have released this survey, it can 

only help.  

- It’s a lovely place to live and call home. But everyone needs to take ownership and 

preserve the natural history, nature etc for our families in the future. Well done to all 

involved in keeping the town tidy  

- Keep the park as wild and green as possible with as little invasive building development 

as possible.  

- Keep up good work 

- Keep up the good work Pat et al! 

- Let’s turn “Blayney” back into “the Killarney of the North” & “the Nashville of Ireland” a 

place people from every corner of Ireland knows, wants to be in, wants to send their 

time & money in & speaks of with great affection. 

- Link road between Derrycreevey and Monaghan rd installed to reduce heavy traffic 

going through town  

- Market House  

- Monaghan county Council to take action & improve what they own or sell it so private 

entrepreneurs can wisely invest in tourism to take people into Castleblayney  

- More bins where doggy bags can be disposed off  

- More involvement between groups and communities 

- More presence of traffic warden in the town 

- Muckno street is badly in need of re generation in fact from centra down to lake view is 

very run down and needs improvements  

- Nothing else to add, there’s a lot to do.. 

- Problem parking on the main street by shop owners and people working  in business's 

on the street. we need to leave these spaces for customers    

- Prohibit  Business car parking on main street and provide an area for business parking 

in the Glencarn Shopping Centre car Park with Gardai enforcing this rule. 

- Regeneration Committee is doing a great job ... as is the study towns.  should look for 

more volunteers  by  personally asking people to come along.   Get transition Year 

students  involved in Painting  , litter picking , removing gum. Etc.   well done  again 

everyone .involved.  

- reinstall the market house to its former glory, to be used on a daily basis,  

- Restrict the amount of individual signs in Lough Muckno. Organise them into one sign 

well designed.  More well serviced bins.  A lockup boat marina.  Face lift to hope castle.  

Possible bird watch area facing onto Blacklake area.  Develop backlands of Muckno 

st. Enter by existing new Irish water road Muckno st. Leave by caravan parking area.  

Create new car parking in this area linked to new apartments and social housing  Linked 

to a new open park and access road along the river from Black Island bridge to 

Mindszenty Park raised a distance back from flood plain.93m contour. 

- Something done about shop & office workers/ proprietors parking on the Main Street  

- Stop building new spaces and convert existing buildings to be re used, unused 

Supervalu, the convent, old lyric cinema, market house, castle, priority to locals for 

housing over shops. Not allowing a refugee centre on main st, blayney business' are 

struggling to survive. Post office on main st for easy access  

- Streets in town are too narrow to make cycle lanes or pedestrian. Most people living 

outside town go in to shop/bank/doctors etc and go home, not go in for a leisurely walk 

- Muckno park is available for such activities. Besides it rains most of the year and 

people will shop elsewhere or a different town if they cannot park outside shops on 

main street 

- Tarmac the path around the lake. 

- Thank you  
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- Thank you for all the work. The recent improvements helped to made visits during 

Lockdown even better.  

- Thank you for the time you are all putting in to help make our wonderful town an even 

better place to live.  

- Thank you for your efforts and community pride! 

- Thank you for your work. Castleblayney has to be one of the most positive towns of its 

size to live in and bring a family up in.   

- The main street shops need to be painted and the surfaces scrubbed.  

- The old theatre and old restaurant across from the Glen could be out to better use. I 

love to cycle but don’t feel safe around town.  

- The one thing that can’t be improved in Castleblayney is the spirit. I find people to be 

so friendly and proactive. So welcoming and keen to help and embrace change. People 

in Castleblayney deserve investment in their town and will repay investment by making 

it an even better place!!! 

- The town could be doing with a local youth centre for teenagers where there is plenty 

of games etc and definitely no alcohol  

- The town has made a great start over last 3 years of regenerating the town. Hopefully 

the young adults have representation and some non nationals are involved in 

developing the next stage. Making those people welcome and listened too is important 

for the longevity and success of the regeneration.    Good work, keep at it. 

- The town needs more parking around laurel hill for the 3 schools, there is a huge car 

park sitting idle where the shopping centre was supposed to open/eir site I understand 

it is private land but if some agreement could be made as numbers are increasing in 

these schools it's getting more dangerous while walking your child along footpaths or 

putting children in or out of car as that road also gets a lot of heavy traffic like lorries 

and tractors regularly  

- The towns appearance and facilities has improved so much  the last few years.. well 

done to all involved. All the work doesn’t go unnoticed and it’s really appreciated  

- There are plenty people in the community with great knowledge and expertise, many 

who love the area and many who don’t know yet that they love it and need to be 

reached out to. I think more should be done to promote ways of getting involved in the 

community that aren’t as obvious as joining a sports club or the local council, for 

example. 

- There is a lot of anti social behaviour in the town. If these facilities and amenities are 

going to be improved and introduced into the town something needs to be done about 

the teenagers. I have walked round Lough Muckno numerous times and have had 

abuse roared at me and I have witness a group of youths throw a bottle of water at 

someone.  

- There is great work & improvements made already. The area around Big Tom stature 

is great. The various murals look fabulous. And the push for derelict houses to be 

upgraded.  Another nice touch could be small signs around the town & island with Irish 

quotes to instil inspiration & positivity  

- There is no mention of the adventure centre in this survey.  Could this be changed from 

a private operation to a locally run, publicly owned business,  which would generate 

income for the park in general.  

- There should be a designated swimming area cordoned which is safe. Preferably near 

the new changing facilities.  There needs to be greater attention given to ensure that 

the quality of the water I  Lough Muckno eg. The enforcement of laws to prevent waste 

and run off entering the lake. 

- Walking and cycling Path through concra wood around golf course 

- Water quality in the lake should be made a priority. 
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- Ways in which the carbon footprint of the town can be reduced need to be identified 

and implemented.    Also the Biodiversity Plan for the town currently being compiled 

will need to be implemented  to the maximum extent possible over the next few years.   

- We love our town and are so proud of it's beauty. The bluebell walk is stunning. The 

new walkway from the Dundalk Road in by the new Faughs football pitch and across 

the side of the hill towards the Castle is such a wonderful addition. There is a pathway 

up behind the graveyards on the hill which becomes very overgrown . The town has 

become run down with the closing of so many shops and businesses. Losing the 

courthouse service was a blow  now the sales yard is gone. We are lucky to have 

Iontas, Muckno Park and Concra Wood . Would if be possible to still have some walks 

around Concra without discommoding the golfers, it was pure heaven there during 

lockdown! 

- We need coleslaw bending machines quick  

- Well done on all the great work that is being done by your team            

- Well done to all for the work that has already been completed around the bridge & 

picnic areas. The Outdoor Adventure Centre is a breath of fresh air!! Don't stop now 

                 

- Well done to all involved already. Muckno is a beautiful area and we’re lucky to have 

it.  

- What about developing the Mercy Convent building into a museum of Blaney before it 

falls into disrepair like everything else has. You could do one floor as a Mercy in Blaney 

museum… one as a music museum and a local craft display centre. Maybe a 

counselling  and wellness centre is another idea for the building.  

- What about having a look into creating more accessible community recycling unit or 

area or banks in place. 

- Would be great if Hope arms and old buildings in the town centre were invested in to 

make the town less run down and used for something to bring more people into town 

- Youth club for teens, outdoor facilities for teenagers. Very little for them to do. 
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7.0 The Results of the School Survey 2021 
Only 57 students participated in the student survey, which was disappointing. Furthermore, 

many students skipped questions, lowering the response rate for individual questions, and 

typically only 30-40 responses were received to the majority of questions. This suggests they 

were not engaged by the format of the survey, or did not have any buy in or interest in 

completing the survey. This is a valuable lesson for community groups hoping to engage with 

teenagers and young people – to ensure success the engagement process must be right.  

 

While the response rate and sample rate is low, the results of the survey are still presented 

here. In many cases they still provide an insight into what the likely feeling of younger people 

in Castleblayney is.  

 

 

7.1 Part 1; General Information 
 

Q1 - What is your gender?  
57 people answered this question. Almost 32% were male, 65% female and 3% non-binary.  

 

 

Q2 - What school year are you currently in?  

The majority of students (37%) who responded were in transition year (4th year).  
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Q3 - What is your Nationality?  
53 people answered this question. 47 were Irish and 1 identified as Northern Irish. 1 was 

German, 1 was Latvian and 2 were Lithuanian, which reflects a foreign national response rate 

of over 7%. This is significantly higher than the proportion of foreign nationals who engaged 

with the general community survey, although it should be noted that the sample rate is small.  

 

Q4 - Where do you live (please tick)? 
Students were asked where they lived in the context of Castleblayney. 53 people answered; 

 

Location % Number 

Castleblayney Town Centre 7% 4 

Conabury  2% 1 

Coill Darach/Rosevale/Ard na Lorgan/Blaeberry Walk area  11% 6 

Bree/Thorndale/Killycard Manor  5% 3 

The Crescent/Crescent Hill/Killycard/Laurel Hill  0% 0 

Monaghan Road/Drumillard Area  5% 3 

Shercock Road/Blackhill  7% 4 

Oram Road/Keady Road Area  7% 4 

Dublin Road/Dundalk Road Area  9% 5 

Rural Area/Village around Castleblayney  29% 16 

I don’t live near Castleblayney  18% 10 

TOTAL Respondents to this question 100% 56 

 

7% of respondents live within the town centre. Based on the survey responses, a further 46% 

of respondents (26 people) are estimated to live within the Castleblayney Town area, typically 

within a 1-2km distance of Castleblayney (Conabury, Coill Darach/Rosevale/Ard na 

Lorgan/Blaeberry Walk area, Bree/Thorndale/Killycard Manor, The Crescent/Crescent 

Hill/Killycard/Laurel Hill, Monaghan Road/Drumillard Area, Shercock Road/Blackhill, Oram 

Road/Keady Road Area, Dublin Road/Dundalk Road Area).  

 

Combined with the Town centre population, almost 30 people (53% of respondents) are 

assumed to live within the Castleblayney Town Area. 
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7.2 Part 2; Getting About 

 

Q5 - How do you normally get to school (Choose 1 option only)? 
Only 42 people answered this question (15 people skipped the question).  

 

  
Almost 55% travel by car, and a further 5% get a lift/taxi. 21% travel by bus – it is likely that the 

majority of those people live outside the town in rural areas serviced by school buses rather 

than students taking general public transport. 19% of respondents walk (8 people), while none 

cycle.  

 

An analysis of the data showed that of the 23 who travel by car or by taxi/lift to school, 11 live 

in rural areas or do not live near Castleblayney, meaning 12 live close to or within the town.  

 

 

Q6 - How do you normally get to Castleblayney Town Centre to go to the shops, meet 

friends etc (Choose 1 option only)? 
42 people answered this question, and although 5 options were given, only 2 were chosen. 

71% of respondents travel by car to the town, while 29% walk. 6 of those who stated they travel 

by car to school typically walk to the town centre for other reasons, indicating that a modal shift 

to walking/cycling may be an option for some people for their commute to school.  
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Q7 - Would you like to be able to walk / cycle to school or town more regularly? 
Of the 41 responses to this question, 41% answered Yes and 32% said Maybe. This shows 

that students have a positive attitude to sustainable transport options and it could be possible 

to encourage them to change their travel patterns. While 11 people answered No outright, this 

represents just under 27% of the responses.  

 
 

 

Q8 - What prevents you from walking/cycling to school or town regularly? (Tick all that 

apply) 
To determine what might change the behaviour of young people, they were asked what 

prevented them form travelling to school. 41 people responded, and they could choose all 

relevant options.  

 

 
 

53% of respondents (22 responses) said it was too far, suggesting that 47% of respondents 

live within a reasonable distance for walking/cycling.  

48% of respondents (20 responses) said the roads/footpaths are not safe.  

32% of respondents (13 responses) said the weather is too bad.  

20% of respondents (8 responses) said the lack of bicycle parking facilities was a problem.  

Only 10% of respondents (4 responses) said they prefer not to walk/cycle.  

 

22

20

13

8
4

What prevents you from walking/cycling to school or 
town regularly?

It’s too far

The roads / footpaths are not
safe

The weather is too bad

There are no bike parking
facilities in town

I prefer not to walk / cycle
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Q9 - How often do you cycle, either for commuting to town or school, for fitness or for 

fun? 
42 people answered this question.  

Only 12% (5 respondents) said they walk/cycle regularly.  

43%, or 18 respondents, said sometimes (less than 1-2 times/week).  

45%, or 19 respondents answered that they never cycle.  

 

 

 

 

Q10 - What would encourage you to cycle more? Tick all that apply: 
40 respondents answered this question. The responses showed the need for more 

infrastructure, such as better connectivity around the town (57%), off-road trails and paths 

(55%) and more on-road cycle paths (53%). Other infrastructure such as bike parking facilities 

and a bike shop were popular choices. 25% (10 no.) respondents noted that if their school did 

more to encourage them it could help.  4 responses were received in the ‘Other’ comments; 

- Money 

- Living Closer 

- Off-road trails 

- I don’t need to cycle.  

 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

A cycle training / group programme to help you…

Other (please specify)

If your school did more to encourage you to…

Specialist bike shop offering sales, rental and…

Bike parking facilities around the town

Less traffic and heavy vehicles in the town

On-road Cycle paths

More off-road trails and cycle paths connecting…

Better walking / cycling connections between…

What would encourage you to Cycle more?
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Q11 - If facilities were available for you to walk/cycle safely regularly to school or town, 

what would the biggest benefit be for you? (Only choose 1) 
41 people answered this question 4 choices were given, along with an option to comment, and 

respondents could only choose 1 option. All respondents chose 1 of the 4 choices given, with 

13 saying they could be healthier and fitter, 11 recognising that they could be more 

independent, 9 recognising the sustainability benefits of reducing their carbon footprint, and 8 

respondents seeing that they could be more flexible to meet friends and do things in town.   

  
 

  

Q12 - Are you concerned about climate change and how it may affect our future? 
42 people answered this question. 64% are concerned, almost 29% are sometimes concerned, 

and only 7% are not concerned.  

 

 

 

  

11

13

9

8

If facilities were available for you to walk/cycle safely 
regularly to school or town, what would the biggest 

benefit be for you? 

I could be more independent

I could be healthier and fitter

I could reduce my carbon
footprint and be more
sustainable

I could have more flexibility to
meet friends and do things in
town
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Q13 - Do you think enough is being done to tackle climate change? 
There were 41 responses to this question, and it appears clear that young people think more 

needs to be done to tackle climate change. At local level, none of the respondents felt enough 

was being done.  

 

 
 

 

Q14 - Would you like to see more 'Greening' of Castleblayney Town Centre? For example 

environmental initiatives like; encouraging sustainable transport, more trees, shrubs and flowers, energy 

saving initiatives. 

An overwhelming majority (88%) of the 41 respondents answered Yes to this question, with 5% 

answering No and 7% saying they did not know.  

 

 

 

  

10%

17%

5%

0%

24%

24%

44%

34%

66%

59%

51%

66%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%

Around the world

In Ireland

In County Monaghan

In and around Castleblayney

Do you think enough is being done to tackle climate 
change?

YES I DON'T KNOW NO
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Q15 - If yes, would you support? (please tick) 
There was broad support from the 41 respondents to this question for all 4 initiatives proposed.  

 
 

 

 

7.3 Part 3; Health & wellbeing 

 

Q16 - Do you think there are enough community fitness and playing facilities available 

in Castleblayney, such as parks, sports pitches and playgrounds? 
36 people answered this question. 58% said Yes, 11% said I Don’t Know, and almost 30% said 

No.  

 

 

  

40

32

37

33

0

5
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3

1

2
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The planting of more trees and plants around the
town

Projects to encourage biodiversity (for example,
planting wildflower borders, using green walls and

roofs where suitable)

Making the town safer and more welcoming for
pedestrians and cyclists

More Electric vehicle charge points

If you are in favour of 'Greening' the town centre, would 
you support;

NO I DON'T KNOW YES
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Q17 - Would you use the following facilities if they were available? 
36 people answered questions in relation to the following facilities; 

 

 

 

 
 

74%

9%

18%

Exercise equipment / Outdoor gyms

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW

72%

14%

14%

Tennis courts / Basketball Courts / 5-aside pitches

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW
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78%

8%

14%

Walking / Cycling trails around the town

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW

72%

14%

14%

Greenways / Longer distance walking / cycling routes

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW
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56%

17%

28%

An upgraded 'Monaghan Way' trail

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW

56%

25%

19%

Athletics track

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW
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86%

6%
8%

Small local parks / green spaces

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW

34%

49%

17%

Skateboard Park

YES

NO

I DON'T KNOW
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Q18 - What would make Castleblayney a nicer town for you and your friends to spend 

time in? (Select your top 2)  
36 people answered this question, and they could choose to 2 options or offer their own 

comment. 4 comments were received; 

- A book store and McDonald's 

- renovation of abandoned buildings, bring life into Castleblayney such as more trees 

and plants, colour 

- Basketball court 

- Off road biking trails 

- McDonalds 

 

 

Q19 - Do you think enough is being done to provide services/facilities for… 
Many young people may live with, care for or have contact with people with additional or other 

needs. 36 young people answered this question. Respondents were given the opportunity to 

comment in relation to these questions, and the following feedback was received; 

- Foróige and/or youth clubs for teens. A fitness or exercise class specifically for the 

elderly. 

- There is no quiet space for people with additional needs eg park times 

- Lots 

- Put in more facilities and book stores 

- flat or smooth tracks to enable people in wheelchairs to go out for walks, picnic with 

family and friends. Not just a seat at a park bench 

- Just add more amenities on flat grounds 

- gathering areas outdoor or indoors 

- I would like to see a nursing home in Castleblaney in order to help the elderly and also  

provide jobs 

- For people with special needs areas designed for them would be nice, such as a garden 

that’s meant to be quiet and has a sensory garden within it 

- More facilities 

 

14%

31%

56%

64%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Other (please specify)

A public space for regular gatherings/events

Safe spaces specifically for teenagers to hang out in

More public areas to spend time and meet people

What would make Castleblayney a nicer town for you 
and your friends to spend time in? (Respondents could 

choose 2 options)
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19%

44%

36%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for Older People

Yes

No

I don't know

17%

58%

25%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for People with a disability

Yes

No

I don't know
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19%

53%

28%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for People with additional needs

Yes

No

I don't know

34%

29%

37%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for Foreign Nationals

Yes

No

I don't know
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Q20 - If you or members of your household do not speak English as your first language, 

would language classes and/or conversation gatherings be useful? 
36 people answered this question. Although only 4 respondents identified as foreign nationals 

in the survey, 9 people (25%) advised that English classes or conversation gatherings would 

be useful to their family situation, suggesting their parent(s) are foreign nationals. 3 people (8%) 

said No, while 24 people (67%) advised this question was not applicable to them.  

 

 

  

35%

50%

15%

Do you think enough is being done to provide 
services/facilities for Young People

Yes

No

I don't know
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Q21 - What is the best way for you to find out about what’s going on in Castleblayney, 

for example events, community facilities, services or supports? 
Finding out the best way to engage with younger people is very important if community projects 

are to encourage their involvement and make sure their needs are being met. 36 people 

answered this question;  

 
 

Respondents had the opportunity to comment in relation to ‘Other’, and only 1 response was 

received, which suggested Mary Byrne [Facebook] was another option.  

 

 

Q22 - Do you think young people in Castleblayney have opportunities to have their 

voice heard locally? 
It is important that young people are consulted and have the opportunity to have their voice 

heard. Monaghan County Council runs Comhairle na nÓg, which gives young people under the 

age of 18 and are not eligible to vote, a voice on the services, policies and issues that affect 

them in their local area. Young people can sometimes feed in to public consultation processes 

through their schools or personally. This question was asked to see if young people felt that 

they were being heard. 35 people answered this question.  

 

3%

11%

17%

17%

31%

50%

69%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Other (please specify)

Through local newspapers

Local radio

Through a regularly updated Castleblayney website

A digital community noticeboard in the town…

Through the school

Through social media

What is the best way for you to find out about what’s 
going on in Castleblayney, for example events, 

community facilities, services or supports?

32%

26%

42%

Do you think young people in Castleblayney have 
opportunities to have their voice heard locally?

Yes

No

I don't know
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3 people provided feedback in relation to how young people could be given more opportunities 

to have their opinions heard;  

- I think there should be a teenagers to early adults committee in castleblaney so 

adolescents can have their voices heard in events and decisions that take place in 

Blaney. As when they decide to do something Blaney they NEVER ask for the 

teenagers option. 

- For them to be allowed to join committees and give tasks for them to be responsible, 

show commitment if there serious about the project. 

- If they were asked through platforms they use eg: social media. 

 

Q23 - Has Covid-19 had a significant impact on your or your family/household? 
36 people responded to this question, with 58% saying that Covid-19 has had a significant 

impact. 4 people gave more information about the nature of the impact; 

- It has obviously stopped us meeting with other households and friends   

- Can’t meet people 

- We couldn’t visit our grandparents for a good while. 

- Worsened pre-existing mental illness issues. General loneliness and isolation. 

 

 

 

Q25 - Is there anything else you would like to tell us about living in Castleblayney? 
5 people provided a response to this question. Here are the responses received; 

- Have more safe spaces for elderly people maybe 

- I think you’d should have more of an option from younger people and LISTEN to their 

views.  

- It’s a nice town, only sometimes with the people it doesn’t feel safe.  

- It has the potential to be a really nice town but it’s very disappointing as the majority of 

our historical buildings have been left to ruin and houses that could be filled with people 

needing housing have also been left to ruin  

- More pedestrian cross roads. 

 

58%

42%

Has Covid-19 had a significant impact on your or 
your family/household

yes No
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8.0 Conclusions and Recommendations from this Audit 
 

The purpose of this Community Audit was to identify potential opportunities for community to 

feed into the development of Castleblayney, ensuring the needs of the community can be met 

in the most timely and efficient way, and also promoting the community’s voice in the 

development of those projects.  

 

Research undertaken for this Community Audit shows there are a wide range of policies, plans, 

strategies and policies already in place for Castleblayney, and many different groups, 

organisations and agencies are delivering on these outputs, either in isolation or in collaboration 

with others.  

 

While some plans and projects are constrained by funding and statutory processes, there are 

other projects that may be expedited, enhanced or improved through the awareness, 

involvement and support of community groups at a local level.  

 

Based on the information included in this report, and feedback received though the community 

and school surveys, a number of high level recommendations have been identified through this 

community audit. This is by no means a comprehensive list of all works required in 

Castleblayney, nor is it a requirement that all projects are delivered, as the capacity of voluntary 

and community groups is naturally constrained by volunteers time, resources and other key 

priorities of the groups.  

 

The Recommendations are numbered as R1 – R12, however they are not in order of priority or 

importance. Supporting information and background about the need for each recommendation 

is provided, along with potential funding options and the identification of the main stakeholders.    

 

Text shown blue refers to plans/policies/sections that are covered within this report and can be 

searched for using the ‘Find’ function for further information.  
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R1; Encourage more people to get involved in Community Groups, Activities and Events 

Supporting Information: In initial consultation with local community groups, many groups noted that 

it was difficult to get people involved or to let people know about their group 

and their activities.  

 

Through the survey people also commented that more people should be 

encouraged to get involved in community organisations. Engaging in groups 

is an excellent way of promoting social inclusion. This could be particularly 

relevant for sectors of the community such as young people, older people 

or foreign nationals who had a low participation level in the community 

survey and may not have their voices heard when it comes to community 

decisions and project planning. 

 

Q30 of the Community Survey asked people if enough was being done for 

various sectors of the community – 46% said not enough was being done 

around services/facilities for Older People, 51% said not enough was being 

done around services/facilities for people with a disability, 46% said not 

enough was being done around services/facilities for people with additional 

needs, and 20% said not enough was being done around services/facilities 

for foreign nationals. In addition to this, many people did not know if enough 

was being done for these members of the community. Developing groups 

to address and improve services and facilities for vulnerable or marginalised 

sectors of our community could be a great way to get people involved in 

community work.  Q31 asked if people (or their family members) who did 

not speak English as a first language would find English classes or 

conversational gatherings useful – 70% of the 46 relevant respondents 

answered Yes – getting involved in English conversational classes could be 

a very simple and easy way for the local community to become active, and 

it would provide additional benefits in that it may help foreign nationals find 

out more about the community and integrate better into Castleblayney.  

 

In Q33 a wide range of suggestions were made about potential festivals and 

events that could be run in Castleblayney – and this may be a way to start 

new initiatives and get new people involved.  

 

In Q12 respondents to the community survey also showed great support for 

‘Greening the Town Centre’, and community projects could be a great way 

to get people involved in a hands on way – many people do not want to be 

involved in administration or committees, but are willing to get physically 

involved.  

 

Q34 asked people what the best way for them to find out about things 

happening in Castleblayney is – social media was a popular option, followed 

by through a website. A digital community noticeboard was the next 

preferred option – since the survey Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

and Monaghan County Council have installed a digital noticeboard at the 

gates of Lough Muckno, and groups should make use of it to encourage 

new members to join and advertise events. Radio and newspaper remain 

important ways of sharing information – it should be noted that some people 

do not have access to digital technology and reply on paper and radio for 
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news and information. In the schools survey Q21 asked how young people 

find out about what’s going on – social media was popular again, followed 

by through the school and a digital noticeboard. It should be noted that of 

the young people who responded to the school survey (Q22) 26% felt their 

voices are not heard, while another 42% did not know if their voices are 

being heard – including young people in the planning of projects or events, 

or in the setting up of new groups is important to make sure they have an 

opportunity for input.  

 

For anyone considering setting up a new group or extending/strengthening 

an existing groups, assistance and support is available;  

• Monaghan Integrated Development provide direct supports and 
advice, particularly for groups reaching out to those experiencing 
social exclusion through the SICAP programme, and can offer funding 
through the Leader programme. See their website www.midl.ie.  

• The Monaghan Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of 
community, voluntary, social inclusion & environmental organisations, 
working to build a better county for the community of Monaghan. They 
work to empower the community to be represented in decision making 
processes that impact citizens through representation on Council 
committees, consultation processes, policy submissions & more. 
They have staff and may be able to assist and direct groups on how 
they can access services and supports to become established. To 
find out more see www.ppnmonaghan.ie.  

• The Community Section, Monaghan County Council – Monaghan 
County Council has Community Development Officers who may be 
able to advise groups on supports they can access. The Council also 
offers Community Development Grants and Community Infrastructure 
Grants that could be used to allow a group to run events or purchase 
equipment.  

• Monaghan Volunteer Centre – Very often a difficult part of 
establishing a new group or expanding an existing group’s activities 
is finding other motivated and interested people to get involved. 
Monaghan Volunteer Centre may be able to make things happened 
by connecting people willing to get involved with people with relevant 
skills and knowledge. See www.volunteermonaghan.ie for more info.  

• Other Community Groups – Sometimes the best source of information 
and ideas can be people and groups who are already doing similar 
work. They may be able to advise on how they got started, what they 
have learned, and what has been successful or not. Most groups will 
be happy to share their experiences with others. Contact can typically 
be made by reaching out directly, or Monaghan PPN may be able to 
reach out through their database of registered groups.  

Main Stakeholders:  Local people, existing Community Groups 

Potential 

Funding/Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Monaghan County Council Small Grants is likely to be the best source of 

funding for new groups who require small scale funds to commence 

activities.  

PEACEPLUS programme may provide funding for larger programmes of 

activities.  

Monaghan Sports Partnership may be able to support inclusive sporting 

activities.  

Monaghan Integrated Development – SICAP Social Inclusion Fund 

Cavan Monaghan Education & Training Board – Training resources 

Monaghan Co Co Community Development grants could fund events and 

activities 

http://www.midl.ie/
http://www.ppnmonaghan.ie/
http://www.volunteermonaghan.ie/
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R2; Do more to engage with and integrate Foreign Nationals into the Community 

Supporting 

Information: 

From the 2016 census, numbers of foreign national residents in Castleblayney 

Town (24%) and the Castleblayney urban area (13%) in particular are higher than 

the rural area (9%), County Monaghan (9%) and the rest of Ireland (10%). Despite 

this high representation, it appears that engaging foreign nationals is difficult. Only 

4% of respondents to Question 3 in the Community Survey identified as foreign 

nationals. This is despite a targeted attempt by the Community Audit Team to 

engage with representatives of foreign national communities.  

 

Of the foreign nationals in the Castleblayney area, the 2016 census showed only 

41% spoke English well (compared to the national average of 54%), and 24% could 

not speak English well or at all (compared to the national average of 14%). These 

statistics were slightly worse in the Castleblayney Town Area, where only 40% 

could speak English very well, and 24% could not speak English well or at all, 

however in the Castleblayney Urban area the statistics were even worse, as only 

31% of foreign nationals could speak English very well, and 31% could not speak 

English well or at all.  

 

The ability to speak English is likely to affect these residents’ and their family’s 

ability to access services, healthcare and education, and may also limit their ability 

to integrate into the community and to maximise their quality of life in Castleblayney. 

This, in combination with the older population in the town centre, may account for 

the higher proportion of people (3%) who stated their health was ‘Bad’ in the town 

centre, compared to the national average of 1%. It may also affect their work life, 

with communication difficulties affecting productivity, adaptability and capacity – 

improving English language skills among foreign national could develop the local 

labour market and workforce. Local employers could engage with service providers 

to seek support to assist their foreign nationals to integrate and settle in the locality. 

   

Q31 of the community survey asked if respondents or members of their household 

did not speak English as a first language, would English language/ conversation 

classes be useful. Of the 46 relevant responses received, almost 70% said yes. 

Given the high number of foreign nationals in Castleblayney and the low 

representation of them in the survey, it is very likely that the broader foreign national 

community in Castleblayney would find English language/ conversation classes 

useful. Cavan Monaghan Education & Training Board offers free English classes – 

if promoted locally more non-English speakers may be encouraged to attend. 

Employers could consider offering English classes in the workplace or locally in 

partnership with other local employers. A ‘Failte Isteach’ programme, co-ordinated 

by Monaghan Integrated Development and which uses local volunteers to meet and 

converse with foreign nationals, is already running in Carrickmacross, Monaghan 

Town and Clones. It may be possible to run this programme in Castleblayney too.  

 

Q30 of the community surveyed showed that only 25% of respondents felt enough 

was being done to provide services/facilities for foreign nationals, while the 

remaining 75% of people did not know or thought not enough was being done. The 

Monaghan Local Community Development Committee commissioned and 

published the ‘Co. Monaghan Migrant Integration Strategy And Action Plan 2020-

2023’, which sets out a range of strategic goals and actions to support the 

integration of foreign nationals into the County. Objectives include enhancing 

language and communication skills, improving access to public services, 

healthcare and transport, improving access to education and training opportunities, 
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removing barriers to employment and business development, promoting integration 

and acceptance of migrants, and addressing the standard and suitability of housing 

and accommodation for migrants.  

 

For community groups or employers considering setting up their own supports, 

Monaghan Integrated Ltd. (based in Castleblayney) may be able to offer support 

through the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP).  

 

Liaison with Monaghan County Council’s Transport & Community SPC could assist 

in developing policies to encourage integration.   

Main 

Stakeholders:

  

Monaghan County Council, including the Transport & Community SPC. 

Cavan Monaghan Education & Training Board 

Castleblayney Enterprise Centre 

Monaghan Integrated Development 

Local Employers 

Potential 

Funding 

Source/ 

Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

PEACEPLUS programme 

Monaghan Integrated Development – SICAP Social Inclusion Fund 

Cavan Monaghan Education & Training Board – Training resources 

Monaghan Co Co Community Development grants could fund events and activities. 
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R3; Encourage Retail, Hospitality and Commercial Enterprises 

Supporting 

Information: 

Local people may have ideas for new retail or hospitality enterprises in the town, 

but may not be confident about starting a new enterprise, or may not know where 

to get support.  

 

The ‘Retail Development Strategy for County Monaghan, 2016 – 2022’ provides a 

lot of background information about retail in the wider County, along with some 

statistics for Castleblayney. It provides expenditure predictions per capita. Most 

notably it shows the high growth in retail space over the period 2003 – 2015, and 

the high vacancy rate in retail units in the town. It also suggests some areas 

requiring action in Castleblayney which may be of interest to entrepreneurs. An 

updated strategy is likely to be published in the coming years, and up-to-date 

information should become available through this in 2023. The County 

Development Plan notes that that Castleblayney has a retail vacancy rate of 40%, 

suggesting that new retail ventures are likely to be able to source premises in the 

town centre.    

 

The Monaghan Local Enterprise Office can support new business through financial 

supports such as feasibility study grants and Brexit supports, to training and online 

trading supports. Their Business Advisors are available to discuss individual 

proposals.   

 

Making the local community aware of larger scale strategies and developments 

within the region, such as Failte Ireland’s ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ strategy which 

aims to increase tourist visits in the region, and the Northern & Western Regional 

Assembly ‘Regional Spatial Strategy’ which aims to increase the population of the 

region.  

 

In the community survey, responses to Q11 (What is needed to make it easier and 

more pleasant to walk around and shop in the town centre), Q16 (What would 

make Castleblayney a nicer town to spend time in), Q17 (What do you regularly 

travel outside of Castleblayney for, that you can’t get locally), and Q19 (Do you 

feel anything is missing in Castleblayney, compared to other towns of similar size) 

all generated comments in relation to retail and shops in Castleblayney. There 

seems to be a view that the town lacks variety of retail outlets, cafes and 

restaurants.  

 

The types of shops people feel are needed are listed out in Q17 and Q19, and this 

may be of interest to entrepreneurs.   

 

In Q15 44% of respondents felt the town did not look well looked after as properties 

looked rundown. It is likely that new retail development in refurbished town centre 

buildings will be supported and welcomed by the local community.  

 

Throughout the community survey, and in Section 4 in particular (Lough Muckno), 

the need for a campsite/campervan park was mentioned repeatedly. Some 

respondents also noted a desire for better food/drinks service in the park, and in 

Q41 there was large scale support for this.  

 

For unemployed persons who would like to explore the option of becoming self-

employed, Monaghan Integrated Ltd. may be able to offer help through the Social 
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Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) by exploring business 

ideas, providing access to training, giving advice on back to work enterprise 

allowances and exploring the reality of self-employment.   

 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee can also support and promote local 

business by publicising it on their website and social media pages. 

 

Where businesses are proposing to renovate existing buildings, refer also to 

Recommendation 4 in relation to potential opportunities and supports to upgrade 

existing buildings.   

Main 

Stakeholders:  

Monaghan County Council, including the Economic Development &  

Enterprise Support SPC 

Local Entrepreneurs 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Monaghan Integrated Development Ltd (SICAP Programme).  

Potential Funding 

Source/ Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Local Enterprise Office – Small Grants 

Monaghan Integrated Development Ltd (SICAP Programme). 

Castleblayney Enterprise Centre (Training supports) 

Cavan Monaghan Education & Training Board (Training & qualifications) 

LEADER Funding 
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R4; Encourage property owners to bring old buildings back into use to address Dereliction 

Supporting 

Information: 

Dereliction and vacancy is a problem in Castleblayney Town Centre. As well as many 

prominent and historic buildings being derelict, such as the Courthouse, Hope Castle 

and Annexe, and the Hope Arms hotel on Main Street, many town centre premises 

have vacant retail/commercial units at street level, or may not be occupied on the 

upper floors. The DRCD’s Pilot Town Centre Living Initiative noted in relation to 

Castleblayney ‘There is a high level of vacancy: CSO residential vacancy (excluding 

holiday homes) at 10.8% in 2016; CSO town vacancy rate at 16.6% and urban vacancy 

rate at 23.6% in 2016….’. The County Development Plan includes an objective (CBO2) 

‘To encourage new developments which refurbish existing buildings in order to 

regenerate the town centre and to eliminate dereliction.’ 

 

Bringing buildings back into use could have a positive economic impact on the whole 

town, as it would bring life and activity into the town centre and could support more 

local shops and enterprises. Castleblayney has been identified for population growth 

of 17% between 2016 and 2025 in the Northern and Western Regional Assembly’s 

‘Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy’, and as a result there will be demand for 

housing and accommodation.   

 

In Q15 of the community survey, 44% of respondents felt the town did not look well 

looked after as properties looked rundown. It is likely that refurbishment of town centre 

buildings will be supported and welcomed by the local community.  

 

The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant provides funding to refurbish vacant and 

derelict homes, with grants of up to €50,000 to renovate a vacant property and up to 

€70,000 for derelict properties are available. Grants are available for owner occupied 

homes, or for single rental properties.  

 

Monaghan County Council may consider the purchase of existing buildings for 

refurbishment and redevelopment into social housing. Similarly, the Council may be 

interested in leasing properties for those on the housing list – this could provide a 

reliable source of rental income for property owners. Contact the Housing Section of 

the Council on 047 30500 to make initial enquiries in relation to either of these options. 

 

Changing the use of an existing building into accommodation, or converting a large 

unit into several smaller residential units may require planning permission, and may 

also require an architect/engineer to act as designer and assigned certifier to certify 

that works are undertaken in accordance with the building control regulations. An initial 

consultation with an architectural/engineering practice should be considered, and a 

pre-planning meeting with Monaghan County Council may be useful prior to 

committing to any expenditure.    

 

The Vision for Lough Muckno proposes a major development of Lough Muckno to 

bring visitors to the area, and would result in an increasing demand for visitor 

accommodation, and this could present a new market for tourist accommodation. 

Leader funding can support this type of economic enterprise, with funding of up to 75% 

currently available for this type of project – speak to Monaghan Integrated 

Development for more information.  

 

Funding may also be available for material upgrades of existing buildings, such as 

energy efficiency measures like renewable heating sources, insulation, double/triple 
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glazing etc. This could greatly assist with the cost of refurbishing properties that have 

fallen into disrepair. Consult with Castleblayney Sustainable Energy Group and see 

what grants are available from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).  

 

For listed buildings, financial assistance may be available to assist with the 

conservation and restoration of heritage properties through the ‘Built Heritage 

Investment Scheme and Historic Structures Fund’ – this is normally administered by 

Monaghan County Council and the Heritage Section could be contacted for more 

information.  

 

It may be possible to avail of several different types of grant funding to deliver different 

elements of a project, eg Leader funding and SEAI funding could both be used to 

deliver a project, reducing the level of private investment needed.  

 

In December 2021 the DRCD announced a new ‘Town Centre First’ initiative, aimed 

at tackling dereliction and revitalising town centres making them more attractive places 

to live, work, socialise and run a business. As part of the initiative, Monaghan County 

Council was provided with €100,000 to support the development of a masterplan to 

map out the future development of Carrickmacross. It is likely similar funding could 

come on-stream for other towns, or that lessons learned through the Carrickmacross 

Project could be applied to other towns.   

 

Redeveloping and upgrading older properties also provides climate change benefits 

and may reduce carbon emissions.  

Main 

Stakeholders:

  

Property Owners 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Castleblayney Tidy Towns 

Monaghan County Council 

Potential 

Funding 

Source/ 

Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant 

Leader 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 

Built Heritage Investment Scheme and Historic Structures Fund 
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R5; Support development of a Local Area Action Plan (LAAP) for lands to the rear of Muckno 

Street. 

Supporting 

Information: 

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019 – 2025 includes the preparation 

of a Local Area Action Plan for land to the rear of Muckno Street as an objective 

for Castleblayney.  

 

With progress on regeneration of Market Square progressed since the publication 

of the Castleblayney Town Public Realm & Economic Plan 2019, it is timely to 

develop a LAAP to ensure development is planned and ready to take place to 

complement Market Square redevelopment.  

 

Castleblayney has been identified for population growth of 17% between 2016 

and 2025 in the CDP, which will increase traffic volumes into the future. The LAAP 

could assist in facilitating this growth.  

 

The LAAP could assist in addressing town centre vacancy and dereliction, and 

could ensure the objectives of the Retail Development Strategy for County 

Monaghan 2016-2022 are considered in the proper planning and design of the 

area. It could also promote the Northern & Western Regional Assembly’s 

‘Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy’ objective that a greater proportion (40%) 

of future housing development to be within and close to the existing ‘footprint’ of 

built-up areas. The LAAP could consider using the methodology used in the Error! 

Reference source not found. to engage stakeholders and identify problems and 

potential solutions.   

 

In the Community Survey, many respondents noted that run down and derelict 

buildings on Muckno Street detracted from the town (Q15). 

  

The Castleblayney Town Public Realm & Economic Plan 2019 proposes links and 

connections between McGrath Road, Muckno Street and Lough Muckno – in the 

Community survey 85% of people were in favour of such links (Q10). 

 

Q37 of the Community Survey asked if people were in favour of an Area Action 

Plan for the sensitive regeneration of the backlands behind Lakeview/Muckno 

St/Market Square/Castle Square and linking Mindszenty Park to Lough Muckno 

– almost 80% of respondents were in favour of this, indicating that there is broad 

community support for the development of this area.  

 

Main 

Stakeholders:  

Monaghan County Council 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Potential 

Funding/Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Rural Regeneration & Redevelopment Fund 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme 

Monaghan County Council internal resources 
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R6; Develop landscaping and planting around the town (including Greening the Town Centre) 

Supporting 

Information: 

Castleblayney Tidy Towns developed the ‘Biodiversity Action Plan 2021-2024’. 

The plan identifies actions to improve or enhance local areas and to increase 

their value as habitats.  

 

In the community survey, support was shown for such projects; 

• Q12 – 97% of respondents were in favour of greening the town centre.  

• Q13 – Over 90% of respondents were in favour of biodiversity projects such as 
planting wildflower borders, and using green walls and roofs. Almost 93% were 
in favour of planting trees and shrubs, including around car parks.  
 
There was support for environmental projects in Lough Muckno also – refer to 

Q38 for details and to Recommendation 8 for suggestions of potential initiatives 

that could be developed.   

 

In the schools survey, the young people showed support for ‘Greening’ initiatives 

in the town centre (Q14), with broad support shown in Q15 for projects to 

encourage biodiversity and the planting of more trees and plants around the 

town. More notable, in Q13 of the school survey, none of the respondents felt 

enough was being done in Castleblayney to tackle climate change, and 66% of 

respondents saying not enough was being done – it is important for young people 

to see initiatives such as landscaping and planting making a difference in their 

town.  

 

Projects such as this could also be included in the planning and design of other, 

larger infrastructural projects, increasing their value, functionality and 

acceptance (eg – a streetscaping scheme or active travel project could make 

provision for a separate planting scheme).  

 

Projects such as this can create important opportunities for community 

involvement during the planting phase, allowing people to get actively involved 

in planting and taking part, increasing community spirit and giving ownership of 

the scheme to the local community. It can also assist with community integration, 

and funding options could be explored for planting schemes delivered by the 

community and involving integration of foreign nationals, older people and those 

with a disability. Monaghan County Council Community Funding could be 

accessed for small projects, or the PEACE programme may provide 

opportunities for bigger, more impactful schemes that include a social aspect and 

can also create a space to bring communities together.  

 

Leader Funding could also be used to support projects, with up to 75% funding 

available for community projects.  

 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Neighbourwood scheme 

provides funding to support the development of attractive close-to-home 

woodland amenities for public use and enjoyment – areas that could be planted 

through this scheme do not have to be large, and it may be possible to create 

‘Pocket forests’ using this scheme. Stepping Stone forests 

(www.steppingstoneforests.org) is another potential model for the development 

of small, biodiverse areas.  

Main 

Stakeholders:  

Monaghan County Council 

Muckno Community Partnership (Muckno projects only) 

http://www.steppingstoneforests.org/
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Castleblayney Tidy Towns 

Local resident Groups 

Transition Monaghan 

Potential Funding 

Source/ Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Monaghan Co Co’s horticulturist may be able to offer design advice.  

Community Climate Action Programme 

Leader funding could support design and/or implementation 

Monaghan Co Co Community Development grant could fund the design. 

Monaghan Co Co Community Infrastructure Grant, Monaghan Co Co Community 

Enhancement Programme or Monaghan Co Co Community Environment Action 

Fund could fund implementation of small projects.  

Town & Village funding could assist in delivering larger schemes.   

The PEACE programme may provide opportunities for community integration  

           projects.  

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Neighbourwood scheme 
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R7; Develop proposals for new Recreational & Amenity Facilities 

Supporting 

Information: 

There are some very significant areas of public open space located in residential 

developments around the Town, and despite the amount of land available, their 

proximity to the local population and their potential to provide recreational amenities 

to local people, the Monaghan County Development Plan notes ‘With the exception 

of Lough Muckno there are few areas within the centre of Castleblayney of key 

open space value’. 

 

While there are some formal sporting facilities available for use in the town, these 

can typically only be used by clubs or through a formalised booking system.  

Q16 of the Community Survey asked what would make Castleblayney a nicer town 

to spend time in. 25% of responses suggested more landscaping and social spaces 

to meet people.  

 

Q24 of the survey asked if there were enough community recreational and playing 

facilities in Castleblayney. 38% of respondents answered no, and a further 7% said 

they did not know, however when asked about whether they would use new 

facilities of different types in Q25, the general response rate was very positive. 

Almost 65% said they or their family would use outdoor exercise equipment/gym, 

68% said they would use tennis/basketball/5-a-side courts, almost 90% would use 

walking/cycling trails around the town, over 90% would use longer distance 

trails/greenways, 82% would use an upgraded Monaghan Way Trail, 56% would 

use an athletics track, and 83% would use small local parks and green spaces. 

Only 24% would use a skateboard park, although this may be reflective of the age 

profile of those who participated in the survey.  

 

Young people were asked the same question in the school survey (Q17). 74% said 

they would use Exercise Equipment/.Outdoor Gyms, 72% Tennis/Basketball/5-a-

side pitches, 78% walking/cycling trails around the town, 72% Greenways/Long 

distance walking and cycling routes, 56% the Monaghan Way Trail, 56% an 

athletics track, 86% small local parks/green spaces and 34% said they would use 

a skateboard park.    

 

Q36 of the Community Survey asked respondents what improvements or additions 

would be desirable in Lough Muckno Park – a range of options were listed, and 

people also provided other responses. Additional/upgraded walkways, restoration 

of the walled garden and developing a swimming area all featured prominently.  

 

Overall there seems to be strong support for the development of all types of new 

recreational and sporting facilities.  

 

Some potential projects could include; 

• Mindszenty Park provides a small town park with small football area, fishing 
stands and parking onsite, and it is constantly being improved by 
volunteers. With relatively small scale additional investment, pathways 
could be upgraded to provide a safe and contained short walking route, 
particularly for older people or for young families.  

• Drumillard has an area of open spaces and a playground which is becoming 
dated. Blayney Rovers FC grounds is connected to this area, and there 
may be scope to complement and enhance the pitch facilities. The County 
Development Plan includes an objective to develop a Town Park at 
Drumillard, and this could be progressed in partnership with the council. A 
residential care home is located nearby, and the park could cater for local 
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residents with additional needs. Gaelscoil Lorgan is in close proximity to 
this area (although a new building is proposed on the Shercock Road), and 
direct access could be facilitate access to the park.  

• On the west side of town there are numerous housing estates with public 
open space, but limited formal amenities. A hard surfaced area at Bree has 
recently been improved, and the functionality of the facility could be further 
enhanced by including an enclosure to create a Multi-Use Games Area. 
The football area here could also benefit from investment. An overall plan 
to enhance connectivity between housing estates and to develop discrete 
facilities at different locations would maximise the use of any facilities, could 
promote integration and community spirit, could support biodiversity 
through the planting of linear planting schemes and/or hedgerows, and 
could also promote walking and cycling for everyday journeys by providing 
direct access between these areas.   

• Muckno Park provides massive scope for the provision of recreational 
amenities and facilities. Although it can cater for tourists, visitors to the town 
and also the wider Castleblayney Community who live outside the town 
boundary and who drive to the town, it’s location on the east side of town 
means it is not best placed to cater for the everyday needs of main 
residential areas on the west side of the town. Section 4 of the Community 
Survey dealt specifically with Lough Muckno Park, and should be referred 
to when considering projects for Lough Muckno.   

 
For projects of this type it would be best to undertake some community engagement 

and consultation to ensure local buy-in and support. Dependent on the scale of the 

proposals, planning approval may be required – this may be in the form of a formal 

planning application, or if the facilities are proposed on public lands within the 

charge of Monaghan Co Co Part 8 Planning Approval may be required.  

Main 

Stakeholders:

  

Monaghan County Council 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Local residents groups & Castleblayney Tidy Towns 

Potential 

Funding 

Source/ 

Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Monaghan Co Co (Municipal District) may be able to support the design of projects. 

Monaghan Co Co’s horticulturist may be able to offer design advice.  

PEACEPLUS 

Leader funding could support implementation 

Monaghan Co Co Community Infrastructure Grant, Monaghan Co Co Community 

Enhancement Programme or Monaghan Co Co Community Environment Action 

Fund could fund implementation of small projects.  

Town & Village funding could assist in delivering larger schemes.   

The PEACE programme may provide opportunities for community integration 

projects. 

Healthy Ireland Fund 

Sports Capital Funding 

 

  



Castleblayney Community Audit                           Chapter 8: Conclusions & Recommendations from this Audit  

149 
 

 

R8; Develop amenities in Lough Muckno 

Supporting 

Information: 

Monaghan County Council has proposed a feasibility study into the potential 

‘Vision for Lough Muckno’ presented in August 2021. Until an outcome into the 

feasibility study is known, large-scale focused development of Lough Muckno, 

the Hope Castle and the Annex are unlikely to be able to take place. The process 

of agreeing what the final vision for Lough Muckno will be is likely to take a 

number of years. In the meantime, Monaghan County Council has been 

successfully delivering projects through the Rural Development Fund. At a 

community level, smaller projects projects could be undertaken by Community to 

enhance the amenities for the existing community who use the Park.  

 

Section 4 of the Community Audit focused on Lough Muckno and what people 

would like to see developed. The current appearance of the Castle and Annex 

appears to be a top priority, with 72% of respondents to Q36 advising that they 

think interim works are required to improve their appearance. Muckno 

Community Partnership may be able to work with Monaghan County Council to 

improve these buildings in the short-medium term. Funding could potentially be 

sourced from Leader, Town & Village Renewal funding or the ‘Built Heritage 

Investment Scheme and Historic Structures Fund’.  

 

61% of respondents to Q36 felt pathways and/or a shore walk/cycle track to 

Concra should be developed. The Council is working with Coillte to develop 

pathways on the Black Island. Funding of €20,000 was secured in 2021 to 

develop the Onomy walk. Options for a walk/cycle track to Concra could be 

explored with relevant stakeholders. Value could be added to a project such as 

this by including biodiversity measures, providing areas for people to meet or 

spend time together (33% of respondents to Q36 felt this was important), 

including an outdoor area for groups/clubs to meet and exercise together (35% 

of respondents to Q36 felt this would be beneficial), or building in functionality, 

eg adding off-road biking trails along the route (27% of respondents to Q36 felt 

this would be a welcome addition). A shore walk would be approximately 1-2km 

in length, and a project of this scale and proximity to the lake may require 

environmental assessment, planning permission and land acquisition to secure 

public access, and the project may need to be progressed through design, land 

acquisition and construction on a phased basis. Funding to support this process 

could include the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme or Leader funding, 

or Monaghan Co Co own resources could be allocated to progress discrete 

elements of the work.  

 

Other potential amenities were noted by respondents to Q36, and some of these 

may be possible for community groups to progress using small grants such as 

Monaghan Co Co’s Community Enhancement Programme grant of the 

Community Infrastructure fund.  

 

While 40% of respondents to Q36 expressed a desire for a swimming area to be 

developed, 77% of respondents to Q38 (What environmental projects would you 

like to see implemented) thought improving water quality in the lake should be a 

priority. The EPA designated Lough Muckno as one of the 10 most polluted lakes 

in the country. In 2021 Muckno Community Partnership received funding from 

the Local Authority Waters Programme Office (LAWPRO) to undertake a 

feasibility study to determine the pressures on the lake and identify potential 
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projects to improve water quality 0- the report is expected to be completed in Q1 

2022. In 2021 Transition Monaghan and Siolta Chroi also secured LAWPRO 

funding for an environmental awareness raising project about water quality in 

Lough Muckno and of Lough Naglack in Carrickmacross – this project is expected 

to be completed in early 2022. Monaghan County Council has also 

commissioned an initial investigation into the historic water quality in Lough 

Muckno – this will allow a baseline water quality standard to be identified and 

may allow future targets to be set. Given the community interest in the water 

quality in the lake, work relating to water quality should be reported on and 

publicised, and wherever possible people should be given the opportunity to get 

involved.  

 

In Q38 people also expressed interest in having other biodiversity projects 

delivered in the park. The planting of more native woodland was supported by 

55% of respondents. Proposals are in progress for the development of a 

‘Neighbourwood’ on the White Island – the Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine’s Neighbourwood scheme provides funding to support the 

development of attractive close-to-home woodland amenities for public use and 

enjoyment. Similar initiatives could be proposed in other parts of the park. 

Consultation will be required with Coillte, who operate the woodland on the Black 

Island, and agreement would be needed with them to ensure the gradual 

conversion of the Black Island to a native woodland, as supported by 47% of 

respondents to Q38. Monaghan County Council is already working in partnership 

with Coillte to develop the Black Island as an amenity, and this information could 

be relayed to them.  

 

In Q39 people were asked whether they considered a range of amenities were 

adequate. In almost all cases the majority of respondents felt the existing 

amenities were not adequate or did not know if they were adequate, and the 

development of facilities for wheelchair users, the public toilets, water bottle filling 

stations, bins/recycling bins and dog waste bins could be explored.  

 

In Q40 respondents were asked their opinion to parking within the park. While 

there is generally sufficient parking to meet demand, on busy summer days when 

demand is high people have been observed parking on the grass meadow near 

the lake – this detracts from the amenity value of the space and is also potentially 

dangerous as this area of parking in unregulated. The needs of park users, some 

of whom bring boats and equipment with them to enjoy the lake, must be 

balanced with safety and ensuring the amenity value and scenic views are not 

interrupted. An area previously used as a carpark at the Black Island Bridge was 

closed off from public access over 12 months ago, and the initiative has been 

generally welcomed, as this area has become a safer and more used public 

space. Currently parking is widely available at several locations around the park, 

including at the Hope Castle, in the playground carpark, in the walled garden, 

along the avenue and along the lakefront past the turn for the Black Island. The 

section of roadway to the White Island can become very busy, and parked 

vehicles narrow the available road width for passing cars and for pedestrians who 

share this section of road with traffic. It should be noted that at the time of this 

community survey part of the carpark at the playground was not available for 

public use as it was being used for the construction of the new library in Gate 

Lodge 2. 42% of respondents to Q40 felt that parking should be restricted to 

carparks only, 38% were happy with the current parking arrangements and 12% 
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felt that more disabled parking is required. If any proposals to alter the parking 

within the park are being considered, further analysis of the parking patterns and 

demand should be undertaken to ensure the needs of all users are considered.  

On a busy day Muckno Park could welcome thousands of visitors. While it is just 

a short walk from the Main Street, many visitors to the park seem to drive directly 

into the park and do not leave it. A mobile coffee van operates at the Black Island 

Bridge, run from a generator – it has been in operation for approximately 2 years. 

In Q41 the community asked if they would like to see an upgraded food/drinks 

service in the park. Almost 82% were in favour. This could be explored with the 

existing trader, or Monaghan County Council could consider developing 

additional facilities or granting new licences for other services.  

 

In Q42 the community was asked what other comments or ideas they had in 

relation to Lough Muckno – over 100 comments were received and they were 

very broad in nature and scope. These comments should be reviewed and 

considered by any community groups considering any projects in Lough Muckno 

to identify if there are any views relevant to their proposed works.    

  

Main 

Stakeholders:  

Muckno Community Partnership 

Monaghan County Council 

Castleblayney Tidy Towns 

Transition Monaghan  

Concra Wood Gold & Country Club 

Castleblayney Angling Club 

Potential Funding 

Source/ Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

PEACEPLUS 

Leader 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

Monaghan County Council Community Infrastructure Grant, Environment Grant 

& Community Enhancement Programme Grants 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Neighbourwood scheme 
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R9; Embrace the ‘Ten Minute Town’ Concept to encourage Sustainable & Active Travel 

Supporting 

Information: 

Encouraging more people to walk and cycle for everyday journeys can result in 

huge benefits across a range of areas, including; 

- People will become healthier; 

- Roads and streets will be less congested, and will be more 

attractive and safer; 

- Carbon emissions will be reduced.  

 

Castleblayney currently has a low level of public transport use and cycling. To 

enoucrage more people to travel more sustainably, the town could embrace the 

‘10 Minute Town’ Concept for areas of the town where community facilities and 

services are accessible within a 10 minute walk or cycle from homes or are 

accessible by public transport services connecting people to larger scaled 

settlements. The town could encourage residents who live within 10 minutes of 

facilities and services to use active travel more regularly.  

 

Public Transport; 

Castleblayney’s high reliance on private car transport can be seen in the 2016 

Census, which showed that 64% of Castleblayney’s people relied on private car 

transport, compared with the national average of 58%.  

 

Q5 in the community survey showed only 20% of respondents used public 

transport regularly, and in Q6 40% of respondents considered that public 

transport was not adequate in Castleblayney.  

 

It was also noted through feedback in Q6 that Castleblayney lacks an 

adequate/reliable taxi survey and taxi rank.   

 

Local community groups could feed into proposals for new public transport 

routes, and could work with the Council for the promotion of taxi services in 

Castleblayney. Liaison with Monaghan County Council’s Transport & 

Environment SPC may be able to inform how public transport provision could be 

changed.   

 

Walking & Cycling; 

In 2012, Monaghan County Council commissioned a Walking and Cycling 

Strategy for Castleblayney. Targets included in the strategy included; 

- increasing the cycle mode share for journeys to work, school and education from 
0% to 5% by 2017,  

- to increase the overall mode share for walking and cycling from 22% to 30% by 
2017.  
The 2016 census showed that 0% of people cycled in Castleblayney and 

Monaghan, compared to the national average of 3%. The census showed that 

while up to 30% of people walked to school/work in the urban Town centre, this 

dropped to 17% in the town as a whole, and when the rural hinterland was 

included it dropped further to 11%. The targets of the 2012 Walking and Cycling 

Strategy were not being met, and there is scope for community projects to work 

toward promoting sustainable and active travel for everyday journeys.   

 

Increasing the proportion of people who walk/cycle to school or education could 

reduce traffic congestion, allowing the implementation of public realm projects 
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suggested for Castleblayney. It could also increase the health of the population 

– the 2016 census showed the population of local people was not as good as 

that declared by the national average.   

It could also assist in meeting the targets of the Climate Action Plan 2021, which 

seeks to enable 500,000 daily sustainable travel journeys by 2030 through 

initiatives such as the expansion of cycling and walking infrastructure.  

 

Q7 of the Community Survey asked how people normally get to town – 85% of 

respondents travel by car, 14% walk, 1% travel by bus and only 1 person (0%) 

cycles.  

 

Q27 asked what might encourage people to cycle more – 58% of respondents 

said more off-road trails and cycle paths connecting to the town centre were 

needed, and 44% of responses suggested on-road cycle paths were required. A 

number of other measures were also proposed, and comments were received 

through the survey that may be beneficial in developing a strategy to encourage 

cycling.  

 

Q28 of the survey showed widespread support (over 75%) for improving road 

safety on the approaches to the town by installing traffic calming measures. 

Almost 91% of people who responded to Q29 said they would support initiatives 

or trial measures aimed at making Castleblayney a safer place to cycle. In Q10 

over 85% of people were in favour of creating more pedestrian/cycling shortcuts 

around the town. In Q25 almost 90% of respondents said they or their family 

would use walking/cycling trails around the town if they were provided. With this 

level of support for cycling and walking initiatives, there is strong evidence to 

show that providing facilities will make a difference.  

 

In the Schools survey, young people were asked how often they cycle – 45% of 

respondents said they never cycle. When asked what might encourage them to 

cycle more, 57% of respondents said better walking/cycling connections were 

needed around the town, 55% said more off-road trails and footpaths were 

needed and 53% said more on-road cycle paths were needed. When asked 

about what benefits they could see for themselves, 31% recognised they could 

be healthier and fitter, and 27% said they could be more independent, and this 

could have a positive impact on their mental health. Only 22% of respondents 

said that reducing their carbon footprint was the biggest benefit. While active 

travel projects are often promoted as a means to address climate change, the 

health benefits should not be forgotten and in proposing and promoting such 

projects it is important to recognise and understand that different people have 

different motivations.  

 

In both the community survey (Q25) and the school survey (Q16) respondents 

were asked if they would use walking/cycling trails around the town – 90% of the 

community survey respondents and 78% of the young people said Yes, 

indicating that if these facilities are developed there will be good uptake and 

usage.  

 

In addition, an age friendly walkability audit has been undertaken and identifies 

issues around access for older people. Addressing these issues will improve 

accessibility for everyone.  
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To promote and develop  walking and cycling initiatives, community groups 

could; 

• work with Monaghan County Council’s new Active Travel Team to identify a 
programme of works,  

• In line with the Monaghan County Walking & Cycling Strategy to advance the 
planning and design process as required,  

• Engage in any future public consultation in relation to the formation of new 
policies and strategies, such as the proposed review of the Castleblayney 
Walking & Cycling Strategy, and the next County Development Plan in 2025. 

• Monitor and make submissions in relation to any new large-scale planning 
applications within the town, and ensure they incorporate connectivity and 
linkages to adjoining developments and adjacent facilities to promote 
sustainable travel.   

• Ensure any recreational and amenity plans proposed through 
Recommendation 7 for local areas (eg Muckno Street Local Area Action 
Plan, Drumillard Town Park, amenity development proposals on the East 
side of Town, proposals for Muckno Park) consider how active and 
sustainable transport choices can be included for, either through the 
provision of new routes/connections/access points, or through the provision 
of facilities such as bicycle parking, bus stops, signage and waymarking.    

• potentially apply for funding through community funds like Town & Village, 
Outdoor Recreation Improvement Scheme, Leader etc. 

 
These elements could all complement the development of long distance trails 

and Greenways (proposed in Recommendation 11) by facilitating connection 

between them, or improving connectivity from residential areas and encouraging 

more use of long-distance facilities.  

 

Additional value could be added to walking and cycling projects around the town, 

such as the inclusion of greening/biodiversity measures (eg hedgerows and 

planted borders alongside paths), pocket parks in small areas along the route, 

and provision of seats and benches as suggested by 188 respondents to Q11 – 

‘What is needed to make it easier and more pleasant to walk around and shop in 

the town centre’.    

Main 

Stakeholders:  

Monaghan County Council, including the Transport & Community SPC and the 

Climate Change & Environment SPC 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Local Residents groups & Tidy Towns 

Castleblayney Sustainable Energy Group 

Potential Funding 

Source/ Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Large infrastructure projects such as this are typically developed in phases. 

Small-scale funding sources are typically not of use, as the costs for projects of 

this scale are generally significant. Funding could come from different sources 

for each phase of the project.  

TII Greenway Funding 

- Dept of Transport Active Travel funding (if the initial proposals are made to 
promote and facilitate active travel projects in the town centre) 

- Leader Funding (Initial feasibility study) 
- Rural Regeneration & Development Fund 
- Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
- Town & Village Renewal Fund 
- The PEACE programme may provide opportunities for community integration 

projects. 
- Healthy Ireland Fund 
- Sports Capital Funding 

Monaghan County Council internal resources could also support the planning 

and design or projects, particularly the Active Travel unit.  
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R10; Encourage Homes & Businesses to embrace climate action initiatives 

Supporting 

Information: 

The Government’s Climate Action Plan 2021 notes the need to act to build a 

cleaner, greener economy and society. The plan includes actions for Enterprise 

and for Homes & Buildings, including a range of actions to promote and support 

the use of greener energy and technology. It is likely that this sector will expand 

and develop significantly over the coming years, and more people will be aware 

of the benefits and will be interested in having works done.  

 

Castleblayney already has a Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) group, set 

up to raise awareness and promote sustainability – this is a fantastic start to any 

potential initiatives that could be rolled out by the community, and they should be 

the first point of contact in relation to any projects being considered.  

 

Energy upgrades may be considered by many to be a significant investment. In 

the Community Survey Q22 asked if people were considering any energy 

upgrades to home/business over the coming years. 31% of respondents said 

Yes, and a further 32% answered Maybe. This demonstrates an already high 

interest among local people in investing in their properties. Q23 showed that 65% 

of respondents were interested in getting more information about energy 

upgrades. By raising awareness and promoting supports and information 

available, the potential market for energy upgrades in the local area could be 

very significant.  

 

In the School Survey, Q13 asked if enough was being done to tackle climate 

change. The overall sense was that not enough was being done, and at local 

level none of the respondents felt enough was being done in Castleblayney. It is 

important that any initiatives that are undertaken are promoted across all sectors 

of the community – raising awareness among young people and allowing them 

to see how change can start within a home or in their school may inspire and 

empower them to do more throughout their lives.  

 

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) already provides grants for 

the retrofit of energy efficiency measures.  

 

Further financial incentives are likely to be introduced to encourage the uptake 

and implementation of these measures – this will stimulate investment in property 

and could create local jobs. 

   

To encourage and develop this sector, a number of actions are required; 

• Workers in the building services industry should be upskilled and trained to 
ensure works are designed appropriately, that a holistic view is taken to 
ensure works can be phased if necessary and the existing building is not 
compromised by any element of the works (eg ventilation), and to ensure 
the works are undertaken correctly. Specialist courses could be delivered 
with the support of Leader funding, training could be offered locally by 
Castleblayney Enterprise Centre and Cavan Monaghan Education & 
Training Board, and apprenticeship courses could be developed in 
partnership with Cavan Monaghan Education & Training Board.  

• The sector will need to increase capacity to deliver this type of work at the 
scale predicted in the Climate Action Plan. It is likely that many contractors 
undertaking this type of work are doing so as part of small building and 
renovation works and may not be specialised in energy efficiency. There 
could be scope for specialist contractors to develop niche markets 
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specialising in retrofit projects only, or for project managers to take on co-
ordination of projects involving various different disciplines. There is scope 
for employment within this industry. Local service providers within the 
building services industry should be made aware of the potential of this 
emerging market, and supported to explore opportunities within it. Refer to 
Recommendation 3 which provides details of supports available for 
enterprise.    

• Home and business owners will need to be supported and encouraged to 
become more sustainable. The ‘County Monaghan Sustainable Energy 
Group’, formed in 2020, has started this process, providing an informative 
website which features case studies of local energy upgrade projects, and 
providing details of grant funding available.  The group also runs regular 
events and activities. The work of this group could be supported by other 
local community groups, and joint information sessions and events could be 
run to ensure more engagement from the local community.   

 
At a community level, groups could work with the Castleblayney Sustainable 

Energy Group and consider developing an energy generation project based on 

the Renewable Energy Support Scheme. 

  

Working with Monaghan County Council’s Economic Development & Enterprise 

Support SPC and Climate Change & Environment SPC may be able to develop 

policies to support these initiatives.  

Main 

Stakeholders:  

Local Businesses and homeowners 

Castleblayney Sustainable Energy Group 

Monaghan County Council, including Economic Development &  

Enterprise Support SPC and Climate Change & Environment SPC 

Castleblayney Community Enterprise CLG 

Local Entrepreneurs, developers, energy suppliers etc. 

Potential Funding 

Source/ Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Potential funding for training, awareness raising and capacity building could be 

available from;  

Leader Funding (Training) 

Community Climate Action Programme 

Cavan Monaghan Education & Training Board (Training) 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (Activation) 

Monaghan Co Co Community Development Grants and Environment Action 

Fund (For awareness raising events and activities) 

 

There are a number of supports for business and commercial enterprises, 

including agricultural enterprises, to become more environmentally sustainable;  

- Enterprise Ireland’s Green Transition Fund can provide planning supports to a 

variety of manufacturing businesses, however their capital supports are only 

available to larger industries. 

- The LEO Energy Efficiency Grant provides funding of just €5,000 toward 

energy-efficient technology and equipment to businesses with fewer than 50 

employees.  

- The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland’s offer an E-learning service 

through the Energy Academy, and the EXEED and Support Scheme for 

Renewable Heat are targeted funds for specific actions.  

- The Accelerated Capital Allowance is a tax incentive scheme allowing sole-

traders, farmers or companies who pay corporation tax to deduct the full cost 

of energy-efficient equipment from their profits in the year of purchase.  

- The Electric Small Public Service Vehicle Scheme provides grants for electric 

vehicles.  

- Green for Micro is a free sustainability programme for small business, with 
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training provided through a webinar, followed by mentoring with a ‘green 

consultant’.  

- Climate Ready Academy provides subsidised/free training to businesses and 

employees. 

- The Green, Low-Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS) is part of the Rural 

Development Programme. It provides funding to farmers in return for delivering 

environmental management on their land. Farmers must commit to the 

scheme for a minimum period of 5 years.  
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R11; Develop long distance walking & cycling trails / Greenways 

Supporting 

Information: 

Greenways and long-distance walking and cycling trails have been 

acknowledged as bringing many benefits, including the economic benefit of 

boosting tourism, the environmental benefits of facilitating sustainable journeys 

and providing wildlife corridors and biodiversity opportunities, and the 

recreational, social and cultural benefits they can bring. The Government’s 

‘Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional Greenways’ 

states ‘Greenways are for everyone. While they might be designed specifically 

to meet the needs of cyclists in terms of gradient and surface, they are used by 

pedestrians, wheelchair users, children in buggies as well as people on all types 

of bicycles’.  

 

Q25 of the community survey asked if respondents and their families would use 

long-distance walking/cycling routes. The response was overwhelmingly 

positive, with over 90% of the 365 respondents stating Yes. 82% of respondents 

said they would use an upgraded Monaghan Way Trail. Q26 asked people how 

often they cycled, and the figure was very low, with just 12% of people cycling 1-

2 times/week, 45% cycling sometimes, and 43% who admitted to never cycling. 

Q27 asked what might encourage people to cycle more – 58% of respondents 

said more off-road trails and cycle paths connecting to the town centre were 

needed.  

 

In the 2016 census, 0% of people in Castleblayney chose cycling as a commuter 

mode compared to the national average of 3%. In the Castleblayney & Hinterland 

area just 11% of people walk or cycle to school/work, which is lower than the 

national average of 14%. By promoting walking and cycling, Greenways could 

support the objectives of the Health Monaghan Plan.  

 

In the Schools survey, young people were asked how often they cycle – 45% of 

respondents said they never cycle. When asked what might encourage them to 

cycle more, 57% of respondents said better walking/cycling connections were 

needed around the town, 55% said more off-road trails and footpaths were 

needed and 53% said more on-road cycle paths were needed. When asked 

about what benefits they could see for themselves, 31% recognised they could 

be healthier and fitter, and 27% said they could be more independent, and this 

could have a positive impact on their mental health. Only 22% of respondents 

said that reducing their carbon footprint was the biggest benefit. While active 

travel projects are often promoted as a means to address climate change, the 

health benefits should not be forgotten and in proposing and promoting such 

projects it is important to recognise and understand that different people have 

different motivations.  

 

New Greenways could attract more tourists to the area, supporting the objectives 

of Fáilte Ireland’s ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’, and achieving the objectives of the 

Northern & Western Regional Assembly ‘Regional and Spatial Economic 

Strategy’ policy 4.7 to ‘To establish potential tourist and amenity attractions in 

scale in the Cavan/Monaghan region, in partnership with Fáilte Ireland and the 

relevant local authorities’. 

 

The County Monaghan Walking and Cycling Strategy includes an action (2.2) to 

develop annual workplans of projects and progress them through design to 
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delivery phase – any proposals for these types of projects should be discussed 

with the Council to ensure they are included within this list and allowed for in any 

future development plans and local area plans. The Castleblayney Walking & 

Cycling Strategy (2012) is proposed for review, and any proposals for such 

projects should be submitted for inclusion. Community Groups could consider 

initiating the design process themselves by exploring Leader funding for 

feasibility studies – 75% funding may be available and match funding could be 

supported by Monaghan County Council or other sources. The Municipal District 

could also support the initial feasibility stage for projects, for example by Ballybay 

to Castleblayney Greenway Feasibility & Constraints Report was supported by 2 

Municipal District, and it has now been successful in securing part funding for the 

next phase of the planning and design process.        

Main 

Stakeholders: 

Monaghan Co Co 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Local groups and Organisations who want to develop local amenities 

Potential Funding 

Source/ Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Large infrastructure projects such as this are typically developed in phases. 

Small-scale funding sources are typically not of use, as the costs for projects of 

this scale are generally significant. Funding could come from different sources 

for each phase of the project.  

- Dept of Transport Active Travel Investment Programme (if the initial proposals 
are made to promote and facilitate active travel projects in the town centre) 

- Leader Funding (Initial feasibility study) 
- TII Greenway Funding 
- Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
- Town & Village Renewal Scheme 
- Monaghan County Council internal resources 
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R12; Progress the planning and design of Urban Roads in Castleblayney  

Supporting 

Information: 

A number of urban road developments are proposed in Castleblayney;  

• Link from Monaghan Road (R938) to Keady Road (R181).  

• Link from Dundalk Road (N53) directly to Clontibret-Castleblayney by-pass 
(N2 roundabout).  

• Inner Relief Road from Monaghan Road (R938) to Bog Road.  

• Link from McGrath Road to Bog Road.  

• Progress the upgrade of existing roads in Bree, as specified in the County 
Development Plan. 

 
These proposals have been in place for many years, however no significant 

progress has been made to see their delivery.  

 

As long as Castleblayney Town Centre must cater for high traffic volumes 

through the town centre, the focus of Main Street will be on road transport. 

  

Castleblayney has been identified for population growth of 17% between 2016 

and 2025 in the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025, which will 

increase traffic volumes into the future. 

 

The County Monaghan Walking & Cycling Strategy 2021-2026 and the 

Castleblayney Active Travel Town Walking & Cycling Strategy 2012 both 

acknowledge the importance of providing safe and dedicated facilities for walking 

and cycling to encourage modal shift.  

 

Providing alternative routes for traffic around the town will allow development of 

the main street and public realm to support community, tourism and economic 

developments.  states ‘An additional 115,000 people are expected in employment 

in the region, bringing the total workforce in the Northern and Western region to 

450,000’, as stated in the Northern & Western Regional Assembly’s ‘Regional 

Spatial & Economic Strategy’, which also states ‘incentivising employment, 

attracting inward investment, capitalising on work already started under previous 

county strategies and initiatives that worked, and prioritising supports in the 

greatest areas for growth’). Three of the link roads would open up access for 

lands zoned as industrial development in the CDP, again promoting economic 

development and employment.    

 

In the Community Survey many questions and their responses clearly 

demonstrated why the provision of urban roads to reduce traffic and remove 

HGVs form the town centre are important; 

• Q11 – 15% of replies advised that reducing the dominance of cars and 
trucks in the centre was necessary to make it easier and more pleasant to 
walk around and shop in the town centre.  

• Q26 showed that only 12% of people cycle regularly. Q27 showed that 38% 
of responses showed that if there was less traffic and heavy goods vehicles 
in the town centre they may be encouraged to cycle more. The provision of 
on-road cycle paths was also proposed as a requirement in 44% of 
responses – new infrastructure could make provision for these, providing 
connectivity to promote sustainable transport such as walking and cycling.  

• Q16 showed that 15% of respondents advised that a public space for 
gatherings and events would make the town centre a nicer time to spend 
time in. Sharing of road space for public realm projects or for sustainable 
transport will remain a challenge without alternative options for traffic.  
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These proposed urban roads will relieve traffic volumes in the Town centre. They 

have been identified in several Development Plans, most recently in the 

Monaghan County Development Plan 2019 – 2025.  

 

The public spending code sets out requirements for the planning and design of 

such projects, which can take many years. A priority list should be drawn up, and 

work should commence on the initial stages of the planning and design process 

to secure funding for the next phases of development of the priority projects. 

 

Value could be added by incorporating other elements to develop Castleblayney 

into such projects, particularly providing access to new development lands 

(Castleblayney has been identified for population growth of 17% between 2016 

and 2025 and development is required to support this growth), or the inclusion of 

biodiversity measures (Refer to Castleblayney Tidy Towns Biodiversity Action 

Plan).   

Main 

Stakeholders: 

Monaghan County Council 

Castleblayney Regeneration Committee 

Local traders, Local Developers 

Potential Funding 

Source/ Delivery 

Mechanism: 

 

Large infrastructure projects such as this are typically developed in phases. 

Funding could come from different sources for each phase of the project.  

Dept of Transport Active Travel Investment Programme (if the initial proposals 

are made to promote and facilitate active travel projects in the town centre) 

Leader Funding (Initial feasibility study) 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme 

Monaghan County Council internal resources 
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APPENDIX A – Feedback received from local groups and organisations 
As described in Chapter 5, in developing a Community Survey, the committee felt it very important to consult with other local groups and organisations operating 

in Castleblayney. The Community Liaison Team approached representatives of as many local groups and organisations as possible to get feedback for the 

development of a community survey. An information note was prepared to introduce the survey to these groups, which included responses to the type of 

Frequently Asked Questions that were expected to be raised (See Chapter 5 for details). 72 responses were received from 70 groups.  

 

Note: The feedback received has been amended to remove personal details or references to sensitive information, and to address any apparent spelling 

mistakes. Duplicate responses form a single group have been consolidated into a single response below.   
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Castleblayney 
Community 
Enterprise 

Yes We will soon commence 
construction of a new 
Enterprise building known as 
The Ridge which will be 
located on Mc Grath road.  

funding and sourcing tenants for our new building 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

perhaps a question that might provide 
information on individuals who would use 
our new building for hotdesking or finding 
out if there are  businesses or individuals  
interested in  renting an office or space in 
the building 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Castleblayney 
Whist Club 

No 
 

getting local people to join to play or learn the game  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Can a question be included that asks people 
if they want to learn how to Play the Game 
of whist  

Muckno Cycling 
Club 

No Due to corona virus 
restrictions we cannot arrange 
any group cycles  

Promotion of club to entice new members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creation of a central website/ social media 
page to promote all community and leisure 
groups for the area. To encourage a wider 
response and participation in local activities. 

Group Name not 
provided 

Yes We would like to promote a 
make over the external 
appearance of the hope Castle 

It was specifically set up to promote The Fair Day. 
This function has since passed to the Vintage Club. 

 

  

Do the people of the town agree that the 
exterior of the Hope Castle needs a face lift 
in the short term... prior to the hope that a 
bigger project will evolve for the property. 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Castleblayney 
Regeneration 
Committee 

Yes Digital Community 
noticeboard, new outdoor 
recreation trails, New tourism 
map, working with Mon Co Co 
on the Market House. Video's 
to promote the town, signage 
for walk ways and social 
media promotion etc for the 
shops & businesses in the 
town. Different projects are 
undertaken regularly through 
out the year 

covid has made online meeting less engaging than 
before. 
getting the right volunteers involved 
we need a year long plan but this initiative will help 
us identify projects to work on  
we need to have projects which are ready for 
funding but again this audit will help identify those  

what could be added to the town to make it 
a better place to live in  
what could be added to the town to make it 
a better place to shop in 
what could be added to the town to make it 
a better place to  visit  
would you like to volunteer and get involved  
if so in what area ? 
have you any ideas of how we can 
communicate with the town to show people 
what is happening  
how can we attract high quality jobs to the 
town ? 
how can we keep in contact with people 
who were originally from the town? 
how can we make the town a better place 
for the older person ? 
if there were safer cycle lanes would you 
and/or your children use them ? 

Castleblayney 
vintage club 

No 
 

Not having any meetings or events / tractor runs 
owing to the pandemic  

What would you like seeing in your 
community that the vintage club could do to 
help promote the community ? Any events 
we could run to help tourism for the town 
when pandemic and restrictions are eased?  

Community  Games  No 
 

Like a lot of areas we need more volunteers and 
mentors who can train a team to enter in a 
competition. Garda Vetting is also a problem. 

Is training available for adults who would like 
to mentor children in an activity?    
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Muckno Matches 
and Festivals  
Group under the 
auspices of the 
IADA 

Yes Ongoing Tourist Angling 
events in line with capacity to 
do post Pandemic restrictions  

Lack of clarity on where various entities are taking 
the massive amenity project that is Lough Muckno 
and uncertainty surrounding our capacity to 
continue this work of enormous financial benefit to 
the local economy. Due to lack of engagement the 
local amenity value is on a collision course with the 
economic value of the Tourist Angling sector. Clarity 
is needed if we are to remain in existence and 
continue the tourist project evolving over 11 years. 
We are experiencing a hiatus at present due to the 
pandemic and will re-evaluate our continued 
engagement in the near future. 

Has this organisation any official status state 
agency approval or backing.. what happens 
to the information gleaned from the multi 
agency/ group questionnaires. 

Castleblayney 
Community First 
Responders  

No 
 

Covid, funding and a permanent training base. Are they aware of our group, and also what 
do they know about our role as First 
Responders. 

Muckno 
Community 
Partnership  

Yes We are working on short term 
goals and long term goals  

funds for projects, volunteers for projects getting 
consensus for projects  

what does Castleblayney Community want 
from Lough Muckno and its environs  

Blackhill Emeralds 
GAA 

No  Lack of funding is always an issue to try and develop  What facilities would you like to be made 
available around the town for public use 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Blayney Sluagh 
Army Veterans  

Yes In the process of seeking an 
office or room to act as a 
resource / drop in center 
where veterans can drop in. 
Also as a center to display 
memorabilia of service and act 
as a information center for 
future generations as to the 
contribution of Military 
Personnel over the years 
during the troubles to the 
town and surrounding areas of 
the border.   

No where to meet up on a regular bases in the town 
as if we meet up outside of town we have to ensure 
it has adequate disabled access.  

If we had an office/ room where we could 
regularly meet up we could do so much 
more for our veterans who sacrificed so 
much of their lives to the service of the state 
during the heights of the troubles and in 
overseas missions.  

Blayney 
Bookworms 
Bookclub  

No 
 

Not being able to meet because of restrictions.  
 

First Castleblayney 
Presbyterian 
Church 

No 
 

At this time permission to return to church based 
worship; to restart the various organisations - 
Sunday School; Kids' Club; Youth Club; Youth 
Fellowship; Women's Group; Bowling Club; 
Badminton Club.  To rekindle interest in the 
members to become involved. 

 

Castleblayney 
Cancer Society 

No 
 

We depend on Community fundraising for all 
support. With Covid we would have seen a reduction 
in the amount of money coming in. 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

McMahons 
Supervalu and 
McMahons Centra 

Yes We try to continuously 
support our local community 
through sponsorship and local 
initiatives. After Easter we are 
distributing cards to all the 
school kids in the local 
community for them to send 
to family and people you are 
along at present due to Covid 
(one card is to go to local care 
facilities) 

Covid, just making working conditions harder for 
everyone. 

 

Born 2 perform 
stage school 

Yes We are hoping to do an online 
virtual showcase in June.  

Our biggest issue is costs.  
 

Monaghan Sub 
Aqua Club 

Yes Continued development of 
Clubhouse facilities,  

Covid restrictions, difficulty in meeting in person, 
unable to use boat with full capacity 

 

Blackhill Resident’s 
Group 

Yes There is an old smugglerâ€™s 
lane that runs from 
Knockagolis to Tullyvin 
roundabout.  We are planning 
to clear this and use as a 
greenway.   

Covid restrictions and funding.  Could we get council assistance towards the 
greenway? Also if bags are dumped deep 
into ditches, can we ask for council 
assistance to remove them?  

Polish Community 
in County 
Monaghan 

No 
 

Restrictions about meeting together, distance 
restrictions, also anxiety about the future  

 

Castleblayney 
scout group  

No 
 

COVID_19  
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Blayney Academy 
FC 

Yes Developing a new structure 
for girls football. 
Develop new opportunities for 
young coaches in the area. 
Capital infrastructure 
improvement 

Lack of pitch facilities in Castleblayney to hold the 
increasing number of players meaning players have 
to be turned away each year.  
Covid issues. 
Lack of volunteers from the Blayney area. 

What is the key issue stopping people 
volunteer with their local club? 

Castleblayney 
Faughs 

Yes Development of new playing 
pitches and related works at 
St. Mary's Park, Castleblayney.  
To include new playing 
surfaces, ball stops, walking 
track, floodlights.  Erection of 
new dressing rooms, sports 
complex and gymnasium.   

Primarily funding - new pitches are expensive.  
Sourcing and raising funds in times of covid. 
  

n/a  

Castleblayney 
Camogie Club 

No 
 

1. Getting a venue (field, astroturf, gym) to train and 
play matches 
2. Fundraising  

 

Park Run Yes Planning to get back together 
once restrictions are lifted  

COVID-19  I’d love to see further use of the beautiful 
gatehouse for classes or mother and 
toddlers group or integration projects 



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                 APPENDIX A – Feedback received from local groups and organisations 
 

 
 

Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Monaghan Special 
Olympics 

Yes MNSO would like to add to the 
kayaking to the list of sports 
available to our athletes and 
we think Muckno Adventure 
Centre would be an ideal spot 
to do our training.  Also a self 
contained cycle and 
walking/running route (ie not 
on public roads).  Currently 
athletes from Castleblayney 
have to travel to Clones in 
order to train for athletics.  
Kayaking training is only 
available in Cavan or Newry 
and this does not allow our 
athletes to represent Co 
Monaghan.  

MNSO having to travel 44kms each way to train for 
athletics in the Peace Link, Clones and kayaking is 
not available in Co Monaghan. 

Is it your aim to support people with Special 
Needs and Physical Needs?  As mental 
wellbeing is vital, I would ask you to please 
consider an inclusive approach for all 
athletes representing Castleblayney in 
Monaghan Special Olympics.  Many thanks 
for your time. 

Bramley Crescent 
Res Ass 

No 
 

Getting members involved in keeping areas clean 
and tidy.  

 

Muckno Parish 
Churches 

Yes Develop land beside the 
church into Carpark 

Finance & planning 
 

Castleblayney 
Players 

No 
 

Short Term - Covid restrictions 
Medium Term - Trying to increasing audience 
numbers 

What would encourage you to support local, 
amateur drama in Iontas Theatre?  
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Our Lady's 
Secondary School 

Yes Coaching with the local 
primary schools, support to St. 
Mary's Hospital as well as 
establishing a link between 
school & parish 

Challenges posed by Covid 19 and being able to 
interact with the community in a safe & responsible 
way 

Our school is always happy to assist and 
support community based initiatives 

CRANOG Resource 
Centre 

No 
 

Re introduction in to the community when the covid 
restrictions are lifted 

 

Castleblayney 
Drama Festival 

Yes 1. Our annual Castleblayney 
Drama Festival in 2022 
(March) 
2. Application submitted to 
host an annual One-Act Drama 
Festival (Autumn) 
3.Application submitted to 
host All-Ireland Drama Finals 
2022/2023 (December). 

1. Recruitment of younger volunteers 
2. Building new audiences 
3. Maintaining local Sponsorship 

Do you believe that amateur drama is 
beneficial to the Community and is worth 
promoting? 

Blayney Ramblers Yes When Covid restrictions lift we 
will continue our programme 
for club members of 
fortnightly hillwalks to the 
Mourne Mountains & Cooley 
Mountains.  

Unable to walk as a club during Covid times. 
Otherwise no major challenges as a hillwalking club.  
For locals & visitors who enjoy walking around Lough 
Muckno  key challenges might be suitable parking 
and the maintenance of some trails. 

Would you like developed trails, way-marked 
& maintained, around the town? 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Castleblayney 
Social Services 

Yes As soon as this pandemic 
allows us to gather as a group 
we will be back organising 
coffee mornings, art classes, 
computer classes, parties, 
outings and holidays. 

Covid 19 and the lack of volunteers. Do you have a little spare time and would 
you be prepared to volunteer to help our 
group provide a social outlet for our senior 
citizen`s?  
Do you have any skills that could be of 
interest to a senior citizen`s group and 
would you be willing to teach a class or to 
demonstrate your skill? 

Lake View 
residence group 

Yes Planin of erecting a security 
fence along drain for safety 
and upgrades of road and 
carpark 

Funds for upgrades None 

Concra Wood Golf 
Club 

No 
 

Encouraging new members to take up golf very few 
young people participating  

Would you consider Golf as a pastime ? 
 
What might prevent you from taking up 
Golf? 

Castleblayney 
Hurling Club 

Yes We are planning a club litter 
pick weekend. Members and 
families will be asked to get 
out for a walk and collect 
some litter along the way. 
Photos to be put up on social 
media. No date finalised yet 

Ensuring facilities are in place to provide for the 
recent growth of the club 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

The Willows 
Residents 
Association  

No 
 

A small number of the residents participate in our 
activities but it’s hard to get everybody to help out. 
It has improved in the last year with the arrival of a 
few new residents 

We have discussed planting a few apple 
trees in the area which we have cleaned up 
and one of our committee members in in 
touch with the council on this.  
Is there help available to get some perimeter 
fencing and a small wall painted as our only 
volunteers are the few who are doing 
everything.  

Blayney Rovers Yes Our immediate plan is to 
refurbish our storage 
containers which are used as 
dressing rooms, erect dugouts 
and a general tidy up of the 
area at our pitch. Our long 
term plan is to build new 
dressing rooms and toilets.  

Since Covid has hit, we are facing many challenges. 
We haven’t been allowed to meet as a committee 
and training and matches are at a standstill. This in 
turn has lead to our inability to raise vital funds 
which are needed for the running of the club and for 
our necessary projects at our pitch. 

How would the Castleblayney Community 
rate our facilities? 
What would they like to improve at our 
soccer pitch? 

Castleblayney 
Sustainable Energy 
Group 

No 
 

COVID restrictions and also issues in relation to the 
way the SEAI Sustainable Energy Communities 
programme and the SEAI Community Energy scheme 
are structured and administered   

Do you intend to undertake a significant 
energy upgrade to your home or business in 
the coming three years? YES / NO. If YES, tick 
home and / or business as appropriate.   
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Transition 
Monaghan 

Yes 1. A water quality awareness 
project in conjunction with 
Siolta Chroi (Carrickmacross) 
relating to lakes in mid/south 
monaghan 
2.Petition calling on 
Monaghan County Council  to 
end the Council's use of 
pesticide and herbicide in its 
activities.  

COVID restrictions and looking after admin and 
governance of group.  

Are there any local climate action and / or 
biodiversity initiatives that you would 
suggest for Castleblayney?   

Blaeberry Walk No 
 

Getting members to help with litter picking 
maintaining estate 

Who responsible for maintenance of 
footpaths Road in estate  

Old coach manor 
residents group. 

Yes Flower / tree planting around 
the lake. Hedge planting along 
new public footpath.  
Developing lake access and 
safety. 

Managing visitors to the lake. Ie. Rubbish, parking 
etc 

 

Muckno Heritage 
Society 

Yes The erection of information 
signs outlining the heritage 
and history of the town and 
locality 

 
Completing and planning projects at this 
time. 

Muckno 
Community 
Partnership 

Yes To produce a development 
plan for the blayney/Hope 
Estate and to develop the 
Tourism potential of Lough 
Muckno and the greater 
Castleblayney region. 

Being unable to collaborate and source information 
at these times.  
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

The Lord Blayney 
Trust Housing 
association 

Yes We would like to make a 
vegetable/fruit garden at the 
rear of the property 

volunteers, help in general, It would be nice to maybe have a gardener in 
to the property and develop the garden 
involving the residents. 

Knockturnagh Yes Grass cutting and hanging 
basket 

Lack of volunteers  

St Maeldoids 
Church of Ireland 

Yes We are planning on 
refurbishing our Parochial Hall  

funding, regulation and compliance,   

Blayney Blades 
Women's Group 

Yes Some of the above as they are 
ongoing., Plus a new project in 
conjunction with Mental 
Health Ireland and the Amber  
Refuge Kilkenny called One 
Million Stars to End Violence. 

Trying to deliver our classes and workshops online. 
To establish new lines  communication with all the 
women and their families and also all the relevant 
organisations in our local areas. We also had to find 
new ways of Encouraging and Supporting the 
women  to mind their Physical and Mental Health on 
a regular basis. We have set up Whatsapp Groups, 
Emails, Facebook, Webex, Zoom, Click and Chat 
activity days and workshops. We also  phone the 
ladies who are unable to access the internet or social 
Media due to lack of Broad Band or not having a 
device. Even though the staff are working remotely 
they continue to make themselves available to the 
women even outside of their regular working hours. 
Blayney Blades endeavour to maintain the social 
aspect as loneliness and isolation is a major factor 
for many of the women and their families during 
these unprecedented times. 

One Million Stars Project  
Blayney Blades  would appreciate if the 
Castleblayney Community Project  would get 
behind the One Million Stars Project  to 
highlight this Nationwide Campaign to 
weave 1 Million Stars before Christmas Day 
2021. This project hopes to highlight the 
support and solidarity of our local 
community with those who experience 
violence in all its forms. 
 
In conjunction with Mental Health Ireland, 
the Amber Refuge Kilkenny with the backing 
of  Mary Mc Aleese, Ann Downey, TV Chef 
Edward Hayden, RTE Presenters Helen 
Carroll and  Evanne Ni Chuilinn. To find more 
information regarding this project please 
see: 
www.one millionstarsireland.ie 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

St Vincent de Paul 
Society 

No  Personnel and funding  We would encourage people to join our 
Society  

Monaghan 
Comhairle na nOg 
(Youth Work 
Ireland Cavan 
Monaghan)  

Yes The group are working on the 
issues of underage drinking 
and drug use this year. They 
are currently developing 
wallet cards with information 
around alcohol and other 
drugs and they are also aiming 
to create signage with similar 
information that will be 
displayed at underage drinking 
hot spots.  

The biggest challenge we are finding is getting aims 
completed via zoom. It is difficult getting people to 
engage online  

Is the mental health needs of the community 
being met?  

Castleblayney 
Social services 
committee 

 We hope to continue the 
zoom art class for seniors that 
we started earlier this year 

We need new members so that the work of the 
committee can continue into the future. We 
particularly need someone with some computer 
skills who would help with the Personal Security 
Alarm Scheme.  

As Above.   HELP badly needed 

Castleblayney 
Musical Society 

Yes Musical in 2022 Rehearsals due to the dangers of aerosols when 
singing and restrictions on rehearsals indoors 

 

Castleblayney Tidy 
Towns 

Yes A major survey aimed at 
identifying areas in and 
around the town and in the 
Lough Muckno demesne that 
could be suitable for 
biodiversity-friendly planting. 

No. Several members of Castleblayney Tidy 
Towns are actively involved in helping to 
draft the survey questionnaire, which will 
therefore address any issues deemed of 
major relevance to the activities of the 
group.   
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Castleblayney 
Tourism 

No 
 

The impact of Covid 19 - closed at present to 
domestic and international tourists. The impact 
Covid 19 will have on international tourists over the 
next year plus - predominately Irish diaspora and UK 
angling tourists. Aside from Covid 19 I would see the 
key challenges as being: 1. promoting Castleblayney 
town and surrounding areas as an attractive 
destination to visit and holiday in (week long stays); 
2. Ensuring there are a plentiful supply of attractions 
to promote - key being development of Lough 
Muckno Park and Adventure Centre to include wide 
variety of land and water-based activities, looped 
walks, and bike trails (opportunity to join Lough 
Muckno Park to Concra, or go right around the lake 
for a bike trail - concra, toome, oram etc back into 
town), 3. Development of what many visitors 
recognise and have called eye-sores - e.g. Hope 
Castle, annex and Market House. 4. Developing 
wider range of entertainment and dining options in 
the town e.g. trad music nights and live music in 
pubs etc. - particularly trad music night in summer 
season. 

Would be very happy if the challenges 
outlined above were covered :) Good luck 
with it 

Castleblayney 
Musical Society 

Yes Musical in 2022 Rehearsals due to the dangers of aerosols when 
singing and restrictions on rehearsals indoors 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Castleblayney Tidy 
Towns 

Yes A major survey aimed at 
identifying areas in and 
around the town and in the 
Lough Muckno demesne that 
could be suitable for 
biodiversity-friendly planting. 

No. Several members of Castleblayney Tidy 
Towns are actively involved in helping to 
draft the survey questionnaire, which will 
therefore address any issues deemed of 
major relevance to the activities of the 
group.   

Operation 
Transfaughmation 

No 
 

Covid 19 No  

Castleblayney 
Agricultural Show 

No 
 

Owing to Covid-19 - limited number at our show 
because of restrictions. Sponsorship and keeping 
members involved.  

Would the community be interested in 
getting involved in Castleblayney Show and 
helping to keep it alive.  

Lakeside Angling 
shop Main St 
Cblayney  

Yes Tourist and competitions Tourist bring money into the community. Every 
Angler will spend around €1000 to €1500 in the 
town.   

Please let me know what you are doing with 
Black and Yellow Island. I have being working 
with the chairman of IADA for twenty years. 
Please do not ruin Lough Muckno. At least 
1000 Anglers fish Lough Muckno every year 
from England.  

Muckno tri Club No  Restricted group training due to Covid restrictions,   
unable to plan for any events due to potential for 
cancellation and associated cost implications. Its also 
difficult to get members to renew as we have limited 
training opportunities or any racing planned 
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Blayney Rockets 
Athletic Club 

No 
 

Like every group or club it is impossible to plan or 
have goals with the pandemic. In 2015 we organized 
a10 mile race which ran around the beautiful Lough 
Muckno, it was very successful and had been 
growing in popularity each year with over 300 
finishers in 2019, it showcased the beautiful facility 
we have in the town, as we started our race at the 
lake, and we had nothing only praise for the 
beautiful amenity. Unfortunately we've had to 
cancel last year and this but hopefully we back 
bigger and stronger next year.  

Are there any plans for more development 
at Lough Muckno. As a club we use the are a 
lot for training all year round but in winter 
the paths on the black and white islands get 
unusable when the water levels are high. 
The paths, some of them at least need to be 
tarred, as they are very uneven, not only for 
running but walking as well and especially 
with young children and buggies. It would be 
a great asset if the old coach path that leads 
to the Dundalk Rd could be looped back up 
along the top of the shrubbery back towards 
the annex to form a loop. It's great to see all 
the work and improvements in the area and 
to see it being used by so many people.  

CB Regeneration 
Committee - 
Traders Group 

No 
 

Covid, many shops are closed, reliance on shopping 
online and social media. Trying to support retailers 
to have more presence online.  
Parking and access to the main street from the car 
parks.  

Are there any services or retail that you 
leave Castleblayney for?  
How often do you shop in CB? 

Castleblayney 
angling club 

No 
 

Fish stocking due to COVID  
 

Castleblayney gun 
club 

Yes Refurbishment of pheasant 
pen 

Cash fall due to COVID  
 

Castleblayney 
Community 
Gardens 

Yes Workshops, secure fencing, 
bedding plant growing  

Covid 19 we cant meet and have no CE workers to 
help with the workload 

Feel our group could be more integrated in 
the community and build awareness of the 
gardens   
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Muckno Mania No Due to COVID restrictions the 
Muckno Mania Festival was 
unable to be held in 2020, the 
first time it has not taken 
place in 21 years! Similarly it 
will not be possible to hold the 
Festival in 2021. We hope to 
be back with a Big Bang in 
2022.  

Aside from the pandemic the key challenges facing 
Muckno Mania at present include: 
1. Funding - is always a challenge and with greater 
funding the Festival could bring even more to 
Castleblayney. Local businesses, individuals and 
Carrickmacross Castleblayney Municipal 
District/Monaghan Co Council are strong supporters 
of the Festival each year.  
2. Storage - as a Festival that has been running for 
21+ years we have a vast array of props, costumes, 
art, tables, chairs etc. that require significant space 
to store. We rely heavily on local goodwill. A 
dedicated Muckno Mania space/storage facility 
would greatly assist and help the Festival grow into 
the future.  
3. Dereliction - throughout Castleblayney town the 
very poor state of key prominent buildings impact 
the Festival e.g. the Market House, Hope Castle and 
Annex. Over the years Muckno Mania has grown 
greatly to attract large crowds from the wider 
Castleblayney environs and indeed from right across 
the country and abroad. The Festival serves to 
promote Castleblayney encapsulating the strong 
community spirit, engagement, talent and cultural 
richness/heritage, set against the backdrop of the 
town and Lough Muckno. The dereliction of 
prominent public buildings has a very reliable 
negative impact here.  

1. How would you rate the impact of the 
Muckno Mania Festival to the Castleblayney 
Community each year? 
2. How many hours a month would you be 
willing to commit to volunteer with 
community groups/initiatives? 
3. What in your opinion is the one 
facility/activity missing today in 
Castleblayney?  
4. What is Castleblayney's greatest strength? 
(in no more than one line) 
5. What is Castleblayney's greatest 
weakness? (in no more than one line)  

Iona House Yes Sensory Garden project Securing funding for garden project. Community 
integration for our service users 

Any projects we could include our service 
users in to be more part of the castleblayney 
community. Funding opportunities for our 
garden project.  
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Which community 
group do you 
represent?  

Is your 
group 
planning 
any 
projects at 
present?  

If yes, please describe the 
project(s) in brief.  

What are the key challenges facing your group at 
present? 

Are there any questions you would like to 
ask the Castleblayney Community in the 
survey? (please include any questions that 
might support future projects you are 
considering)  

Castleblayney 
College ASD  

Yes Building extension to support 
existing students enrolled in 
the ASD unit 

Providing vital learning support to students 
diagnosed with ASD on their return to face-to-face 
teaching and learning. Offering support to families 
who are reluctant to return their son/daughter to 
school due to COVID concerns but do not meet the 
high risk threshold.  

Are there opportunities available for our 
students to access community initiates that 
could support their developmental needs?  

Castleblayney 
Youthreach 

No 
 

Covid, doing activities with 2 metre social distancing I have allocated €500 to buy materials for 
our grounds - flowers etc. 
Any assistance with that would be 
appreciated. 
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APPENDIX B – Community Survey Questionnaire 
 

CASTLEBLAYNEY COMMUNITY SURVEY 2021 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete the Castleblayney Community Survey. This survey has been developed 
by volunteers from community groups, and aims to find out what is needed to support our local town and community. 
You do not have to answer all questions. You can choose to skip questions if you do not feel they are relevant or 
are uncomfortable answering them. Your response will be anonymous as there is no requirement to include your 
name or other identifiable details. 

 
Please return this survey to Castleblayney post Office by FRIDAY, 28th May 2021 

 
 

1. What is your gender? Female   Male  Non-binary         Prefer not to say 
 
2. What is your age?  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is your Nationality?

 _______________________________________ 

 
4. Where do you live (please tick)? 

Castleblayney Town Centre  

Conabury  

Coill Darach / Rosevale / Ard na Lorgan / Blaeberry Walk area  

Bree/Thorndale / Killycard Manor  

The Crescent / Crescent Hill / Killycard / Laurel Hill  

Monaghan Road / Drumillard Area  

Shercock Road / Blackhill  

Oram Road / Keady Road Area  

Dublin Road / Dundalk Road Area  

Rural Area / Village around Castleblayney  

I don’t live near Castleblayney (please tell us where you live)  

 

Under 18  

18 to 24  

25 to 34  

35 to 44  

45 to 54  

55 to 64  

65 to 74  

75 or older  

Prefer not to say  



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                   APPENDIX B – Community Survey Questions 
 

 
 

Castleblayney Town 
 
5. Now or prior to Covid, do you or did you regularly use public transport in Castleblayney? (for 
example, once a month or more)  
 

Yes, Bus Eireann  

Yes, Local Link  

Yes, Ulster Bus  

Private bus company (Example: McConnons)  

No, I don't use Public Transport regularly  

I go elsewhere to access a bus / rail route  

 
6. Is public transport adequate in Castleblayney?  
 

Yes   No  I don’t know 
 
Comment?:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
7. How do you normally get to Castleblayney Town Centre 
(Choose 1 option only)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. When you drive to town, where do you prefer to park? Please tick. 
 

Glencarn Shopping Centre  

Upper Commons (Beside the old Council Offices/Old 

Fire Station) 

 

Lower Commons (Old Coach Inn Car Park)  

Council car park (opposite the upper commons)  

On-Street.  

 
9. Are you aware of the pedestrian shortcut between Main Street and the Council car park?  (the 

Council car park is behind Bank of Ireland/opposite upper commons)? 
 

Yes   No 
 
10. Would you welcome more pedestrian/cycling access/shortcuts around the town? 

By Car  

By Bus  

Lift/Taxi  

Walk  

Cycle  
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Yes   No 

 
 
Please comment if necessary: _________________________________________ 

 
 
11. What is needed to make it easier and more pleasant to walk around and shop in the town centre? 

(Please select your top 3 below) 
 

Wider, better quality footpaths  

Reduce the dominance of cars and trucks in the town  

Reduce on-street parking to make more space for pedestrians  

Reduce on-street parking to make space for street cafes and shop/market stalls  

Turn some areas into pedestrian zones  

More seats and benches  

Other (please specify) 

 

 
 

12. Do you support 'Greening' of the Town Centre? E.g. environmental initiatives like; encouraging sustainable 

transport, more trees, shrubs and flowers, energy saving initiatives. 

Yes   No 
 

 
13. If yes, would you support? (please tick) 

 Yes No I Don’t Know 

The planting of shrubs and trees (including 

around car parks)  

   

Encouraging biodiversity projects  

(for example, planting wildflower borders, using green walls and 

roofs where suitable) 

   

Prioritising pedestrians and cyclists    

Electric vehicle charge points    

Other (please specify) 
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14. Do you feel the town is generally well looked after? 
 

Yes   No 
 

 
15. If no, is it because there are:  
  

Not enough litter bins  

Dog faeces on foot path  

Properties looking rundown  

Other (please specify) 

 

 
 
16. What would make Castleblayney a nicer town to spend time in? (Select your top 2)  
 

More landscaping and social spaces to meet people  

Creation of a public space for gatherings/events  

A regular outdoor market showcasing local produce and crafts  

Create more spaces for outdoor dining  

Other (please specify) 

 

 
 
17. What do you regularly travel outside of Castleblayney for, that you can't get locally?  

(e.g. services or retail) 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

18. What do you regularly buy online that you would like to buy locally? 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. Do you feel anything is missing in Castleblayney, compared to other towns of similar size? 
(Please specify) 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. If Castleblayney had a remote working hub where you could work from, instead of working 
from home or going into your office, would you use it? 
 
 

Yes    No  Maybe       Working from home is not an  
                 Option for me / Not Applicable  
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21. Would you be interested in renting office/business space for a new or growing business? 
 

Yes   No 
 
22. Are you considering any energy upgrades to your home/business over the coming years? 
 

Yes   No  Maybe 
 
 
23. Would you be interested in attending local events or information sessions to get more 
information on energy upgrades? 
 

Yes   No 
 
 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
 
24. Do you think there are enough community recreational and playing facilities available in 
Castleblayney, such as parks, sports pitches and playgrounds? 
 

Yes   No  I don’t know 
 
 
25. Would you or your family use the following facilities if they were available? 
 

 Yes No Maybe 

Exercise equipment / Outdoor gyms 

 

   

Tennis courts / Basketball Courts / 5-aside 

pitches  

   

Walking / Cycling trails around the town 

 

   

Greenways / Longer distance walking / cycling 

routes 

   

An upgraded 'Monaghan Way' trail* 
*The Monaghan Way is a long distance cross-country 

walking trail between Inniskeen - Castleblayney – 

Clontibret. It is currently closed for maintenance and 

review.  

   

Athletics track 

 

   

Small local parks/green 

spaces 

 

   

Skateboard Park 
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26. How often do you cycle? 
 

Regularly           Sometimes  Never 
(1-2 times/ week or more)       

 
 
27. What would encourage you to cycle more? Tick all that apply: 
 

On-road Cycle paths  

More off-road trails and cycle paths connecting to the town centre  

An active plan from your employer to cycle to work  

Bike parking facilities around the town  

Specialist bike shop offering sales, rental and repairs  

An adult cycle training / group programme to help you get started  

Cycle training for your children  

Less traffic and heavy vehicles in the town  

Other (please specify) 

 

 
 
28. Would you favour improving road safety on the approach roads to the town of Castleblayney 
by the installation of traffic calming measures? 
 

Yes   No  I don’t know 
 
 
29. Would you support initiatives or trial measures aimed at making Castleblayney Town a safer 
place to cycle? 
 

Yes   No   
 
 
30. Do you think enough is being done to provide services/facilities for: 
 

 Yes No Maybe 

Older People    

People with a disability    

People with additional needs    

Foreign Nationals    

If no, what more could be done? 
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31. If you or members of your household do not speak English as your first language, would 
language classes and/or conversation gatherings be useful? 
 

Yes   No  Not applicable 
 
 
32. What benefits do events and festivals held in the town have for Castleblayney? 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
33. What other events or festivals do you think could take place in Castleblayney? 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
34. What is the best way for you to find out about events, community facilities, services or 
supports? 
 

A digital community noticeboard in the town centre  

Through local newspapers  

Through a regularly updated Castleblayney website  

Through social media  

Local radio  

Other (please specify) 

 

 

 
 
35. Has Covid-19 had a significant impact on your or your family/household? 
 

Yes   No   
 

If yes, please feel free to let us know the general nature of the impact: 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Castleblayney Community Audit 2021 
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Lough Muckno 
 
As Monaghan County Council have commissioned a report to identify options to develop 
Hope Castle and its surroundings, this survey focuses on Lough Muckno and the 
facilities in the Park. 
 
36. What improvements or additions would you consider desirable in Muckno Park (Choose 3 
Options)? 

Upgrade existing pathways around the park  

Develop pathways/shore walk/cycle track to Concra  

Interim works to improve the appearance of Hope 

Castle/Annex (before a major restoration of the Castle) 

 

A swimming area  

Offroad biking trails  

Dog walking park/activity area  

An outdoor area for groups/clubs to meet / exercise together  

Restoration of the walled garden  

Develop tourist/leisure activities  

More spaces for people to meet and spend time together  

Improve access/connectivity from the park to other areas of 

the town (for example to Muckno Street, York Street, Dundalk Road) 

 

Other (please specify) 

 
 
37. Would you favour a specific ‘Area Action Plan’ for the sensitive regeneration of the backlands 
behind Lakeview/Muckno St/Market Square/Castle Square and linking Mindszenty Park to 
Lough Muckno Park? 
 

Yes   No  I don’t know 
 
 
38. What environmental projects would you like to see implemented around the park?  
 

Develop and protect biodiversity  

Improve water quality of lake  

Ensure the gradual conversion of the Black Island to native woodland  

Remove invasive species, such as rhododendron  

Plant more native woodland around Lough Muckno park  

Other (please specify) 



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                   APPENDIX B – Community Survey Questions 
 

 
 

39. Do you think enough is currently provided for visitors’ comfort within the park? 
 

 Yes No Maybe 

Wheel-chair accessibility    

Water-bottle filling points    

Bins/Recycling Bins    

Toilets    

Picnic Tables    

Dog Waste Bins/Bags    

Other (please specify) 

 

 
 
40. What do you think about parking in Lough Muckno park? 
 

I’m happy with the current parking arrangements 

 

 

Parking should be restricted to car parks only 

 

 

More disabled parking is needed 

 

 

Other (please specify) 

 
 
41. Would you welcome an upgraded food/drinks service within the Park? 
 

Yes   No  I don’t know 
 
 
42. Please add your further comments/ideas here with regards to Lough Muckno. 
 
 _____________________________________________________________ 
Castleblayney Community Audit 2021 

Thank you for taking the time to complete our Community Audit. 
 
43. If you would like to add any other final comments about improving Castleblayney, please do 
so below: 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this survey to Castleblayney post Office by 
FRIDAY, 28th May 2021  
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APPENDIX C – School Survey Questionnaire 
 

CASTLEBLAYNEY SECONDARY SCHOOL SURVEY 2021 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey of schoolchildren in Castleblayney.  This survey has 
been developed by volunteers from community groups, and aims to find out what is needed to support our 
local town and community. 
You do not have to answer all questions. You can choose to skip questions if you do not feel they are 
relevant or are uncomfortable answering them. Your response will be anonymous as there is no 
requirement to include your name or other identifiable details. 
 
 

1. What is your gender?   Female   Male  Non-binary         Prefer not to say 
 
2. What school year are you currently in?  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is your Nationality? _______________________________________ 

 
4. Where do you live (please tick)? 
 

Castleblayney Town Centre  

Conabury  

Coill Darach / Rosevale / Ard na Lorgan / Blaeberry Walk area  

Bree/Thorndale / Killycard Manor  

The Crescent / Crescent Hill / Killycard / Laurel Hill  

Monaghan Road / Drumillard Area  

Shercock Road / Blackhill  

Oram Road / Keady Road Area  

Dublin Road / Dundalk Road Area  

Rural Area / Village around Castleblayney  

I don’t live near Castleblayney (please tell us where you live)   

Primary School   

1st Year  

2nd Year  

3rd Year  

4th Year  

5th Year  

6th Year  

Other studies  

I’m not in education  
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GETTING ABOUT 
 
 
5. How do you normally get to school (Choose 1 option 
only)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How do you normally get to Castleblayney Town Centre 
to go to the shops, meet friends etc (Choose 1 option only)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Would you like to be able to walk / cycle to school or town more regularly? 
 

Yes   No  Sometimes 
 
 
8. What prevents you from walking/cycling to school or town regularly? (Tick all that 
apply) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. How often do you cycle, either for commuting to town or school, for fitness or for fun? 
 

Regularly           Sometimes  Never 
(1-2 times/ week or more)       

 
 
  

By Car  

By Bus  

Lift/Taxi  

Walk  

Cycle  

Not applicable  

By Car  

By Bus  

Lift/Taxi  

Walk  

Cycle  

It’s too far  

The roads / footpaths are not safe  

The weather is too bad  

There are no bike parking facilities in town  

I prefer not to walk / cycle  
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10. What would encourage you to cycle more? Tick all that apply: 
 

On-road Cycle paths  

More off-road trails and cycle paths connecting to the town centre  

If your school did more to encourage you to cycle to school  

Bike parking facilities around the town  

Specialist bike shop offering sales, rental and repairs  

A cycle training / group programme to help you get started  

Less traffic and heavy vehicles in the town  

Better walking / cycling connections between areas of the town  

Other (please specify) 

 

 
 
11. If facilities were available for you to walk/cycle safely regularly to school or town, what 
would the biggest benefit be for you? (Only choose 1) 

 
 
12. Are you concerned about climate change and how it may affect our future? 
. 

Yes   No  Sometimes  
 
 
13. Do you think enough is being done to tackle climate change? 

. 
 Yes No I Don’t Know 

In and around Castleblayney     

In County Monaghan    

In Ireland    

Around the world    

 
 
 
 

I could be more independent  

I could be healthier and fitter  

I could reduce my carbon footprint and be more sustainable  

I could have more flexibility to meet friends and do things in town  

Other (Please specify) 
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14. Would you like to see more 'Greening' of Castleblayney Town Centre? For example 

environmental initiatives like; encouraging sustainable transport, more trees, shrubs and flowers, energy 
saving initiatives. 

Yes   No 
 

 
15. If yes, would you support? (please tick) 

 Yes No I Don’t Know 

The planting of more trees and plants around 

the town 

   

Projects to encourage biodiversity  

(for example, planting wildflower borders, using green 

walls and roofs where suitable) 

   

Making the town safer and more welcoming for 

pedestrians and cyclists 

   

More Electric vehicle charge points    

Other (please specify) 

 

 

 

Health & Wellbeing 
 
16. Do you think there are enough community fitness and playing facilities available in 
Castleblayney, such as parks, sports pitches and playgrounds? 
 

Yes   No  I don’t know 
 
 
17. Would you use the following facilities if they were available? 
 

 Yes No Maybe 

Exercise equipment / Outdoor gyms    

Tennis courts / Basketball Courts / 5-aside pitches     

Walking / Cycling trails around the town    

Greenways / Longer distance walking / cycling routes    

An upgraded 'Monaghan Way' trail* 
*The Monaghan Way is a long distance cross-country walking trail 

between Inniskeen - Castleblayney – 

Clontibret. It is currently closed for maintenance and review.  

   

Athletics track    

Small local parks / green spaces    

Skateboard Park    

Other (Please specify) 
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18. What would make Castleblayney a nicer town for you and your friends to spend time 
in? (Select your top 2)  
 

More public areas to spend time and meet people  

A public space for regular gatherings/events  

Safe spaces specifically for teenagers to hang out in   

Other (please specify) 

 

 

 
19. Do you think enough is being done to provide services/facilities for: 
 

 Yes No Maybe 

Older People    

People with a disability    

People with additional needs    

Foreign Nationals    

Young People    

If no, what more could be done? 

 

 

 

 
20. If you or members of your household do not speak English as your first language, 
would language classes and/or conversation gatherings be useful? 
 

Yes   No  Not applicable 
 
 
21. What is the best way for you to find out about what’s going on in Castleblayney, for 
example events, community facilities, services or supports? 
 

A digital community noticeboard in the town centre  

Through the school  

Through local newspapers  

Through a regularly updated Castleblayney website  

Through social media  

Local radio  

Other (please specify) 



Castleblayney Community Audit                                                     APPENDIX C – School Survey Questions 
 

 
 

22. Do you think young people in Castleblayney have opportunities to have their voice 
heard locally? 
 

Yes   No  I don’t know 
 
If No, have you any ideas on how young people could be given more opportunities to 
have their opinions heard? 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
23. Has Covid-19 had a significant impact on your or your family/household? 
 

Yes   No   
 

If yes, please feel free to let us know the general nature of the impact: 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Community Audit 2021 
24. Has Covid-19 had a significant impact on your or your family/household? 
 

Yes   No   

 

25. Is there anything else you would like to tell us about living in Castleblayney? 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 


